
Chap ter One:

  

THE HO MO SEX UAL ROOTS 
OF THE NAZI PARTY

It was a quiet night in Mu nich.  The peo ple mov ing
along the streets in the heart of the city were grim.  They
walked heads down, hands deep in the pock ets of their
frayed coats.  All around, the spirit of de feat hung like a pall 
in the even ing air; it was etched on the faces of the out- of-
 work sol diers on every street cor ner and in every café.  Ger -
many had been de feated in the war, but it had been crushed
by the terms of the Ver sailles Treaty.  Eve ry where the peo -
ple were still mired in de pres sion and de spair, sev eral  years 
af ter the hu mili at ing sur ren der of Kai ser Wil helm.

In this at mos phere the pur pose ful stride of Cap tain
Ernst Roehm seemed out of place.  But Roehm was ac cus -
tomed to be ing dif fer ent.  A ho mo sex ual with a taste for
boys, Roehm was part of a grow ing sub cul ture in Ger many
which fan cied it self a su pe rior form of Ger man man hood.
A large, heavy man, Roehm had been a pro fes sional sol dier
since 1906, and, af ter the war, had tem po rar ily lent his tal -
ents to a so cial ist ter ror or gani za tion called the Iron Fist.
On this night Roehm was on his way to meet some as so ci -
ates who had formed a much more pow er ful so cial ist or -
gani za tion.
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At the door of the Bratwurst gloeckl, a tav ern fre quented 
by ho mo sex ual rough necks and bully- boys, Roehm turned
in and joined the hand ful of sex ual de vi ants and oc cult ists
who were cele brat ing the suc cess of a new cam paign of ter -
ror.  Their or gani za tion, once known as the Ger man Work -
er’s Party, was now called the Nation al sozi al is tische
Deut sche Ar be iter par tei, The Na tional So cial ist Ger man
Work er’s Party — the Na zis.

Yes, the Na zis met in a “gay” bar.

It was no co in ci dence that ho mo sexu als were among
those who founded the Nazi Party.  In fact, the party grew
out of a number of groups in Ger many which were cen ters
of ho mo sex ual ac tiv ity and ac tiv ism.  Many of the char ac -
ter is tic ritu als, sym bols, ac tivi ties and phi loso phies we as -
so ci ate with Na zism came from these or gani za tions or from 
con tem po rary ho mo sexu als. The extended- arm “Sieg Heil” 
sa lute, for ex am ple, was a rit ual of the Wan der voe gel
(“Wan der ing Birds” or “Rov ers”), a male youth so ci ety
which be came the Ger man equiva lent of the Boy Scouts.
The Wan der voe gel was started in the late 1800s by a group
of ho mo sex ual teen ag ers. Its first adult leader, Karl Fischer, 
called him self “der Fue hrer” (“the Leader”) (Koch:25f).
Hans Blue her, a ho mo sex ual Nazi phi loso pher and im por -
tant early mem ber of the Wan der voe gel, in cited a sen sa tion
in 1912 with pub li ca tion of The Ger man Wan der voe gel
Move ment as an Erotic Phe nome non, which told how the
move ment had be come one in which young boys could be
in tro duced into the ho mo sex ual life style (Rec tor:39f). The
Wan der voe gel and other youth or gani za tions were later
merged into  the Hit ler Youth (which it self  be came known
among the popu lace as the “Homo Youth” be cause of ram -
pant ho mo sexu al ity. - Rec tor:52).

Many of the Nazi em blems, such as the swas tika, the
dou ble light ning bolt “SS” sym bol, and even the in verted
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tri an gle sym bol used to
iden tify classes of pris -
on ers in the con cen tra -
tion camps, origi nated
among ho mo sex ual oc -
cult ists in Ger many
(some, such as the swas -
tika, are ac tu ally quite
an cient sym bols which
were merely re vived by
these ho mo sex ual
groups).  

In 1907, Jorg Lanz
Von Lie ben fels, a
former Cis ter cian monk
whom the church ex -
com mu ni cated be cause
of his ho mo sex ual ac -
tivi ties (Sklar:19), flew
the swas tika flag above
his cas tle in Aus tria
(Goodrick- Clarke:109).  

Af ter his ex pul sion from the church Lanz founded the
Ordo Novi Tem pli (“Or der of the New Tem ple”) which
merged oc cult ism with vio lent anti-Semitism.  A 1958
study of Lanz, Der Mann der Hit ler die Ideen gab (“The
Man Who Gave Hit ler His Ideas”), by Aus trian psy cholo -
gist Wil helm Daim, called Lanz the true “fa ther” of Na -
tional So cial ism.

 List, a close as so ci ate of Lanz, formed the Guido von
List So ci ety in Vi enna in 1904.  The Guido von List So ci ety 
was ac cused of prac tic ing a form of Hindu Tan trism which
fea tured sex ual per ver sion in its ritu als.  This form of sex ual 
per ver sion was popu lar ized in oc cult cir cles by a man
named Aleis ter Crowley who, ac cord ing to Hit ler bi og ra -
pher J. Syd ney Jones, en joyed “play ing with black magic
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and lit tle boys” (J. S. Jones:123).  List was “ac cused of be -
ing the Aleis ter Crowley of Vi enna” (ibid.:123).  Like
Lanz, List was an oc cult ist; he wrote sev eral books on the
magic prin ci ples of rune let ters (from which he chose the
“SS” sym bol). In 1908, List “was un masked as the leader of
a blood broth er hood which went in for sex ual per ver sion
and sub sti tuted the swas tika for the cross” (Sklar:23).  The
Na zis bor rowed heav ily from List’s oc cult theo ries and re -
search.  List also formed an elit ist oc cult priest hood called
the Ar ma nen Or der, to which Hit ler him self may have be -
longed (Waite, 1977:91).

The Nazi dream of an Ar yan super- race was adopted
from an oc cult group called the Thule So ci ety, founded in
1917 by fol low ers of Lanz and List.  The oc cult doc trine of
the Thule So ci ety held that the sur vi vors of an an cient and
highly de vel oped lost civi li za tion could en dow Thule ini ti -
ates with eso teric pow ers and wis dom.  The ini ti ates would
use these pow ers to cre ate a new race of Ar yan su per men
who would elimi nate all “in fe rior” races.  Hit ler dedi cated
his book, Mein Kampf, to Di etrich Eckart, one of the Thule
So ci ety in ner cir cle and a former lead ing fig ure in the Ger -
man Work er’s Party. (Schwarz wal ler:67).  The vari ous oc -
cult groups men tioned above were out growths of the
Theo sophi cal So ci ety, whose founder, He lena Petrovna
Blavat sky, is thought by some to have been a les bian
(Webb:94), and whose “bishop” was a no to ri ous ped er ast
named Char les Lead beater.

The SA Brown shirts or Stuermabteilung
(“Storm Troop ers”) were largely the crea tion of an other ho -
mo sex ual, Ger hard Ross bach (Waite, 1969:209).  Ross -
bach formed the Ross bach bund (“Ross bach Broth er hood”), 
a ho mo sex ual unit of the Freik orps (“Free Corps”).  The
Freik orps were in de pend ent in ac tive mili tary re serve units
which be came home to the hun dreds of thou sands of un em -
ployed World War I vet er ans in Ger many.  Ross bach also
formed a youth or gani za tion un der the Ross bach bund,
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call ing it the Schill jugend  (“Schill Youth”)
(ibid.:210).  Ross bach’s staff as sis tant, Lieu ten ant Ed mund
Heines, a ped er ast and mur derer, was put in charge of the
Schill jugend.  The Ross bach bund later changed its name to
Storm Troop ers  (in honor of Wo tan, the an cient Ger man
god of storms. - Gra ber:33).  Ross bach se duced Hit ler’s
men tor, Ernst Roehm, into ho mo sexu al ity. It was un der
Roehm’s lead er ship that the Brown shirts be came no to ri ous
for bru tal ity.

Fa mous events in Nazi his tory are also linked to ho mo -
sexu al ity; events such as the burn ing of the Ger man
Reichstag in 1932, the 1938 po grom called Kristall nacht,
and the 1944 at tempt on Hit ler’s life.  Even the en dur ing
im age of Nazi book- burning, fa mil iar to us from news reels
of the 1930s, was di rectly re lated to the ho mo sexu al ity of
Nazi lead ers.  The first such in ci dent oc curred four days af -
ter Hit ler’s Brown shirts broke into Mag nus Hirsch feld’s In -
sti tute for Sex ual Re search in Ber lin on May 6, 1933.  On
May 10 the Na zis burned thou sands of books and files
taken in that raid.  The In sti tute had ex ten sive rec ords on the 
sex ual per ver sions of nu mer ous Nazi lead ers, many of
whom had been un der treat ment there prior to the be gin -
ning of the Nazi re gime.  Treat ment at the Sex Re search In -
sti tute was re quired by the Ger man courts for per sons
con victed of sex crimes.  Lud wig L. Lenz, who worked at
the In sti tute at the time of the raid but man aged to es cape
with his life, later wrote of the in ci dent:

Why was it then, since we were com pletely non- party, that 
our purely sci en tific In sti tute was the first vic tim which
fell to the new re gime?  The an swer to this is sim ple...We
knew too much.  It would be against medi cal prin ci ples to
pro vide a list of the Nazi lead ers and their per ver sions
[but]...not ten per cent of the men who, in 1933, took the
fate of Ger many into their hands, were sexu ally nor -
mal...Our knowl edge of such in ti mate se crets re gard ing
mem bers of the Nazi Party and other docu men tary ma te -
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rial — we pos sessed about forty th o u s a nd con fes sions
and bio graphi cal let ters — was the cause of the com plete
and ut ter de struc tion of the In sti tute of Sex ol ogy.
(Haberle:369).

The at tack on the Sex Re search In sti tute is of ten cited as 
an ex am ple of Nazi op pres sion of ho mo sexu als.  This is
partly true, but as we shall see, the “op pres sion” fits into a
larger con text of in ter nec ine ri valry be tween two ma jor ho -
mo sex ual groups.  Mag nus Hirsch feld, who headed the In -
sti tute, was a promi nent Jew ish ho mo sex ual.  Hirsch feld
also headed a “gay rights” or gani za tion called the
Scientific- Humanitarian Com mit tee (SHC), formed in
1897 to work for the re peal of Para graph 175 of the Ger man 
le gal code, which crimi nal ized ho mo sex u al ity (Ken -
nedy:230).  The or gani za tion was also op posed to sa do -
maso chism and ped er asty, two of the fa vor ite prac tices of
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the mili ta ris tic, Roehm- style ho mo sexu als who fig ured so
promi nently in the early Nazi Party.  Hirsch feld had formed 
the SHC to carry on the work of the pio neer “gay rights” ac -
tiv ist, Karl Hein rich Ul richs (1825-1895). Ul richs had writ -
ten against the con cept of “Greek love” (ped er asty)
ad vo cated by a number of other ho mo sexu als in Ger many.

One  such  ad  vo ca te  was  Adol f  Brand ,  who
formed the Ge mein schaft der Ei ge nen (“Com mu nity of
the Elite”) in 1902.  The Ge mein schaft der Ei ge nen in spired 
the for ma tion in 1920 of the Ger man Friend ship League,
which changed its name in 1923 to the So ci ety for Hu man
Rights. The lead ers of this group were in stru men tal in the
for ma tion and the rise of the Nazi Party.  Adolf Brand pub -
lished the world’s first ho mo sex ual pe ri odi cal, Der Ei gene
(“The Elite” - Ooster huis and Ken nedy:cover).  Brand was
a ped er ast, child por nog ra pher and anti- Semite, and, along
with many ho mo sexu als who shared his phi loso phies, de -
vel oped a burn ing ha tred of Mag nus Hirsch feld and
the SHC. When Hirsch feld’s Sex Re search In sti tute was
de stroyed, the SA troops were un der the gen eral com mand
of Ernst Roehm, a mem ber of Brand’s spinoff group, the
So ci ety for Hu man Rights.  

The Di vided Move ment

This was not the last time ho mo sex ual lead er ship of the
Na zis would at tack other ideo logi cally dis simi lar ho mo -
sexu als.  Later in this dis cus sion we will ex am ine the so-
 called “pink tri an gle” ho mo sexu als who were in terned in
con cen tra tion camps.  The pink tri an gle, part of a scheme of 
variously- colored tri an gles used by the Na zis to iden tify
spe cific classes of pris on ers, was ap plied to those con victed 
un der Para graph 175 of the Ger man Pe nal Code.  Ho mo -
sexu als were one of these classes, but ac cord ing to Jo hans -
son,
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[M]any of those con victed un der Para graph 175 were not
ho mo sex ual: some were op po nents of the re gime such as
Catho lic priests or lead ers of youth groups who were
prose cuted on the ba sis of per jured tes ti mony, while oth -
ers were street hus tlers from Ber lin or Ham burg who had
been caught up in a po lice drag net (Jo hans son in
Dynes:997).

As many as 6,000 of the ap proxi mately 10,000 “pink
tri an gles” died in the work camps, but few, if any, were
gassed in the death camps.  Some of those who died met
their deaths at the hands of ho mo sex ual Ka pos (“trus tees”)
and guards of the SS.  At first glance it is dif fi cult to un der -
stand why the ho mo sex ual lead ers of the Nazis would per -
se cute other ho mo sexu als on the ba sis of their sex ual
be hav ior.  We al luded, in the mat ter of the Sex Re search In -
sti tute, to the fact that the ho mo sex ual move ment in Ger -
many was di vided into two dia met ri cally op posed camps
which some have called the “Fems” and the “Butches.”
These terms are com mon among ho mo sexu als to day, as is
the dis dain “Butches” feel for “Fems.” 

A re searcher of the ho mo sex ual move ment Gor don
West wood writes that mas cu line ho mo sexu als “de plore
[ef femi nate] be hav ior,” many con sid er ing ef femi nate ho -
mo sexu als “re pul sive” (West wood:87).  An other re -
searcher, H. Kim ball Jones, re ports that re ac tion to “Fems”
is of ten vio lent in the gen eral ho mo sex ual com mu nity.
“[They la bel them] ‘fla ming fag got’ or ‘d ege ne rate fag,’”
with one ho mo sex ual ex claim ing, “You know, I loathe
these scream ing fair ies” (H.K.Jones:29).  Jay and Young’s
1979 ex ami na tion of the Ameri can ho mo sex ual move ment, 
The Gay Re port, con tains nu mer ous per sonal state ments by 
mas cu line ho mo sexu als criti cal of ef femi nacy.  “Fem be -
hav ior can be vi cious and de struc tive, de mean ing to women 
and gay men,” says one.  An other as serts, “To me some one
who is ‘femme’ is a self- indulgent...petty, schem ing, gos -
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sipy gay be ing whose self- image has been warped and
shaped by un for tu nate fam ily situa tions” (Jay:294ff).  

The most hos tile to “Femmes” are pre cisely those ho -
mo sexu als who deem them selves the most “mas cu line.”  In
The Ho mo sex ual Ma trix, C.A. Tripp writes that  “[f]ar to
the other ex treme, there are a number of ut terly mas cu line,
some times su per mas cu line ho mo sexu als....They are ob ses- 
sed with eve ry thing male and es chew any thing weak or ef -
femi nate....Un ques tiona bly they rep re sent the epit ome of
what can hap pen when an eroti cized male ness gains the full 
back ing of a value sys tem that sup ports it” (Tripp:92). 
Cory and Le Roy, in their de tailed dis cus sion of ho mo sex -
ual cul ture, de scribe the scene in a typi cal Ameri can
“leather bar”:  

Here, sturdy swag ger ing males dressed in tight dun ga -
rees, leather jack ets or heavy shoes, dark hued woolen
shirts, and some times mo tor cy cle hel mets, as pire to ward
a super- masculine ideal...Be hind the fa cade of ro bust ex -
ploits, the uni form of pre ten tious male prow ess, the mask
of tough ness, there some times lies a dan ger ous per son al -
ity that can ex press it self physi cally by sub sti tut ing vio -
lence for erotic pleas ure; ca pa ble of re ceiv ing sex ual
pleas ure only by in flict ing pain (or re ceiv ing it).  The
gen eral at mos phere in such places is rest less and brood -
ing, and one can never be sure when the dy na mite of vio -
lence will erupt (Cory and Le Roy:109).

Read ing this de scrip tion, one can imag ine one self
look ing into Mu nich’s Bratwurst gloeckl tavern,
where the Brown shirts  con gre gated, and find ing the
same cast of char ac ters -- only wear ing dif fer ent cos tumes.

This con trast of ho mo sex ual types is not sim ply a
phenomenon of mod ern so ci ety. Green berg writes about
ho mo sexu al ity among the Ger mans of the first cen tu ries
A.D.:
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As war be came more im por tant to the Ger mans, the male
war ri ors and their cul ture be came domi nant, and the status 
of women de clined.  Ef femi nacy and re cep tive ho mo sexu -
al ity were in creas ingly scorned and re pressed....The ef -
femi nate ho mo sex ual...was de picted as a foul
mon ster....this stig ma ti za tion did not ex tend to ac tive male 
ho mo sexu al ity.  [Later, ac cept abil ity of mas cu line ori -
ented ho mo sexu al ity de clined un der  Chris ti an ity, which]
was of fi cially op posed to all forms of ho mo sexu al ity
(Green berg:249f). 

 The authors do not wish to im ply that all ho mo sexu als
fall into one or the other of these two sim plis tic stereo types.
The terms “Butch” and “Fem” in this study are used loosely 
to dif fer en ti ate be tween two ideo logi cal ex tremes re lat ing
to the na ture of ho mo sex ual iden tity.  Gen er ally in this
work the Ger man “Fems” are de fined as ho mo sex ual men
who acted like women.  They were paci fists and acco mo da -
tion ists.  Their goals were equal ity with het ero sexu als and
the “right to pri vacy,” and gen er ally they op posed sex with
young chil dren.  Their lead ers were Karl Hein rich Ul richs
and Mag nus Hirsch feld.

The “Butches,” on the other hand, were mas cu line ho -
mo sexu als.  They were mili ta rists and chau vin ists in the
Hel lenic mold.  Their goal was to re vive the ped er as tic mili -
tary cults of pre-Chris tian pa gan cul tures, spe cifi cally the
Greek war rior cult.  They were of ten vi cious mi sogy nists
and sa dists.  Their lead ers in cluded Adolf Brand and Ernst
Roehm.  The “Butches” re viled all things femi nine.  Their
ideal so ci ety was the Maennerbund, an all- male “com rade -
ship-in-arms” com prised of rug ged men and boys (Ooster -
huis and Ken nedy:255).  In their view, het ero sexu als might
be tol er ated for the pur pose of con tinu ing the spe cies, but
ef femi nate ho mo sexu als were con sid ered to be sub hu man,
and thus in tol er able.

Most of the es ti mated 1.2 to 2 mil lion ho mo sexu als in
Ger many at the time of the Third Reich un doubt edly fit
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some where be tween the two ex tremes of the move ment.
This may ex plain the fact that less than 2% of this popu la -
tion were prose cuted un der anti-sod omy laws by the Na zis
(Cory and Le Roy es ti mate that “Fems” make up 5-15% of
male ho mo sexu als.  Cory and Le Roy:73).  Most of those
who were prose cuted can be shown to fit the pro file of the
“Fems.”  Kurt Hil ler, a rank ing mem ber of the SHC who
later suc ceeded Hirschfeld, “es ti mated that 75 per cent of
the male ho mo sexu als sym pa thized with the par ties of the
Right” (Jo hans son in Fried lander:233). 

In his in tro duc tion to The Men with the Pink Tri an gle,
the sup posed tes ti mony of a former pink tri an gle pris oner at 
the Flos sen burg con cen tra tion camp, trans la tor David
Fern bach con firms that the “Butch/Fem” con flict was at the 
heart of the Nazi ha tred of the “pink tri an gles.”  He writes,

Natu rally, in the para mili tary or gani za tion of the SA, Hit -
ler Youth, etc., even the elite SS, the forms of ho mo sexu -
al ity that are char ac ter is tic of such all- male bod ies were
as com mon as they al ways are...it was quite fun da men tal
to Nazi ide ol ogy that men were to be prop erly “mas cu -
line”...when male ho mo -
sexu al ity dis guises it self as
a cult of  “man li ness” and
vi ril ity, it is less ob nox ious
from the fas cist stand point
than is the sof ten ing of the
gen der di vi sion that ho mo -
sexu al ity in varia bly in -
volves when it is al lowed to
ex press it self freely (He -
ger:10f).

This, then, is the ex pla na -
tion for the para dox of the
Nazi per se cu tion of ho mo -
sexu als.  It is found in the his -
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tory of two ir rec on cil able phi loso phies linked by a com mon 
sex ual dys func tion.  The  roots of this con flict ex tend back
into the eight eenth cen tury and span a 70- year pe ri od which 
saw the rise of ho mo sex ual mili tancy in the move ment that
gave Na zism to the world.

One fi nal item bef ore we move to the next sec tion.  It
should by this time be ap par ent to the reader that les bi ans
did not have a ma jor part to play in Na zism, but they were
not com pletely ab sent from the Party.  Her zer writes that 
“Clau dia Schopp mann has re cently shown that prior to
1933, there were Nazi ad her ents among the lead ing les bi -
ans in the ho mo sex ual eman ci pa tion move ment.  As an ex -
am ple she names the case of Els beth Kill mer, a lead ing
edi tor of the most im por tant les bian pe ri odi cal of that time,
Die Fre undin, who was ac tive in the Nazi or gani za tion NS-
 Frauenschaft early on” (Her zer:221f).

Karl Hein rich Ul richs

The “grand fa ther” of the world “gay rights” move ment
was a ho mo sex ual Ger man law yer named Karl Hein rich
Ul richs (1825-1895).  At the age of 14, Ul richs was se duced 
by his rid ing in struc tor, a ho mo sex ual man about 30 years
old (Ken nedy in Pas cal:15).  Ob serv ers fa mil iar with the
ap par ently high cor re la tion be tween child hood sex ual
moles ta tion and adult ho mo sexu al ity might con clude that
this youth ful ex pe ri ence caused Ul richs to be come a ho mo -
sex ual.  Ul richs him self, how ever, ar rived at a he redi tary
rather than an en vi ron mental ex pla na tion for his con di tion.
In the 1860s Ul richs be gan ad vanc ing a the ory that de fined
ho mo sexu als as a third sex.  He pro posed that male ho mo -
sexu al ity could be at trib uted to a psycho- spiritual mix- up in 
which a man’s body came to be in hab ited by a woman’s
soul (and vice- versa for fe males). He called mem bers of
this third sex “Urnings” (male) and “Dail ings” (fe male).
Since ho mo sexu al ity was an in born con di tion, he rea soned,
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it should not be crimi nal -
ized. 

Al though Ul richs was
to be un suc cess ful in
chang ing the laws against
ho mo sexu al ity, his ef forts
did en cour age wide spread
po liti cal ac tiv ism. One
early fol lower, a Ger -
man-Hungarian writer
named Benkert (un der the
pseu do nym, Ka roly Maria
Kert beny), coined the term 
“ho mo sex ual” in an
anony mous open let ter to
the Prus sian Min is ter of
Jus tice in 1869 (Lau rit sen
and Thor stad:6). Steak ley writes that prior to this, ho mo -
sexu als were known as sodo mites, ped er asts, or “‘Kn abe -
nschaender’ (lit er ally, ‘boy -ravishers’)” (Steak ley:13). The 
first psy chi at ric study of homo sexu al ity in Ger many was
pub lished in 1869 as the result of Ul richs’ ef forts.  It ad vo -
cated the de crimi nali za tion of ho mo sexu al ity in fa vor of
medi cal treat ment (Ooster huis and Ken nedy:13).

Ul richs’ great est in tel lec tual im pact on his own gen -
eration came from his in ven tion of the term “Ura ni ans,”
which he in tro duced in 1862 as a new des ig na tion for
homo sexu als (both Urnings and Dail ings).  He took the
term from Pla to’s Sym po sium, in which ho mo sex ual ac tiv -
ity was said to fall un der the pro tec tion of the ninth muse,
Ura nia.  In the late 1800s Ger man ho mo sexu als fre quently
called them selves Ura ni ans, and a mili tant ho mo sex ual
slogan, “Ura ni ans of the world, unite!” be came popu lar
inter na tion ally (Rut ledge:41).  In the fol low ing quote Ul -
richs uses the term in his ex pla na tion of the “third sex”
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theory, and graphi cally il lus trates the men tal ity of the
“Fems”:

Apart from the wom anly di rec tion of our sex ual de sire, we 
Ura ni ans bear an other wom anly ele ment within us which,
it ap pears to me, of fers proof posi tive that na ture de vel -
oped the male germ within us physi cally but the fe male
spiri tu ally.  We bear this other wom anly ele ment from our
ear li est child hood on.  Our char ac ter, the way we feel, our
en tire tem pera ment is not manly, it is de cid edly wom anly.
This in ner wom anly ele ment is out wardly rec og niz able by 
our out wardly ap par ent wom anly na ture (Fee:37).

Ul richs was pub licly op posed to sa do maso chism and
pe do philia (per haps be cause of his own mo les ta tion as an
ado les cent).  He wrote against the con cept of “Greek love”
and con sid ered “sex ual at trac tion to the pre pu ber tal to be a
sick ness.”  In his at tempts to re peal Para graph 175 of the
Ger man Pe nal Code, Ul richs ad vo cated more strin gent
laws against pe do philia.  Ul richs’ con dem na tion of
man/boy sex, how ever, ex tended only to pre pu bes cent
boys.  As the fol low ing quote from his pub li ca tion For -
schun gen Ue ber das Raet sel der mann mann li chen Liebe
(“In ves ti ga tion of the Enigma of Ho mo sex ual Love”)
reveals, Ul richs was not op posed to sex be tween men and
boys who were “sexu ally ma ture.”

The Urning is not by a hair’s breadth any more dan ger ous
to im ma ture boys than the genu ine man is to im ma ture
girls.  For the rest, I gladly leave the child mo les ter to his
de served pun ish ment by the law.  Let the in teg rity of a
will- less mi nor be sa cred to every Urning.  I have no de -
fense for who ever touches it.  There fore, let the se duc tion
of im ma ture boys, I grant it com pletely, be a pun ish able
in de cent act (Ul richs:16).
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This dis tinc tion be tween ma ture and im ma ture boys
was lost on many who fol lowed the rise of the ho mo sex ual
move ment in Ger many.  For ex am ple, Frie drich Engels, in
a let ter to Karl Marx about a book Ul richs had writ ten, said,
“The ped er asts start count ing their num bers and dis cover
they are a pow er ful group in our state.  The only thing miss -
ing is an or gani za tion, but it seems to ex ist al ready, though
it is hid den” (Plant:38).  Engels con sid ers Ul richs a ped er -
ast de spite his ar bi trary age re stric tion for sex with boys.

Ul richs’ po liti cal ac tivi ties paved the way for a large
and pow er ful ho mo sex ual move ment which grew both in
num bers and in po liti cal and so cial in flu ence in pre- Nazi
Ger many.  Barely a  quar ter of a cen tury af ter his death in
1895, ho mo sexu al ity would be come openly wide spread in
the Ger many of the Wei mar Re pub lic era. Cit ies such as
Mu nich and Ber lin would be come in ter na tional Mec cas for
the prac ti tio ners of all forms of sex ual per ver sion. As
William Man ches ter ob served in  The Arms of Krupp
“Wil hel mine Kul ture's em pha sis on mas cu lin ity had
produced a gen era tion of per verts.  Abroad, sod omy was
deli cately known as ‘the Ger man vice’” (Man ches ter,
1968:232).

Sam uel Igra, a Ger man Jew who pub lished Ger many’s
Na tional Vice in 1945 (a study of ho mo sex ual in flu ences in
Ger many), com mented on the rise of ho mo sexu al ity af ter
the turn of the cen tury:

In Ger many these un natu ral vices be came a veri ta ble cult
among the rul ing classes. In 1891 the well- known Ger -
man psy chia trist, Krafft- Ebbing, one of the great pio -
neers in that branch of psycho- pathology, pub lished a
book en ti tled Psy cholo gia Sexu alis in which he de clared
that sex per ver sion in Ger many was alarm ingly on the in -
crease.  Com mis sioner Hans von Tresckow, who was
head of a spe cial branch of the Crimi nal Po lice De part -
ment in Berlin from 1905 to 1919, has pub lished the fol -
low ing in his mem oirs:

THE PINK SWASTIKA                                  47



I can con firm the state ment (made by Krafft- Ebbing)
that ho mo sexu al ist groups have been stead ily on the in -
crease in re cent dec ades, es pe cially in the big cit ies. At the 
pres ent time in Ber lin there are for cer tain more than one
hun dred th o u s a nd per sons who are ad dicts of this prac tice. 
They are closely banded to gether and even have their own
pa per, Die Fre und schaft, which ap pears regu larly and de -
fends their in ter ests" (Von Fuer sten and An deren Ster bli -
chen, by Hans von Tresckow, p. 110. F. Fon tane & Co.
Ber lin. 1922) [Igra:27f].

Mag nus Hirsch feld and the SHC

Ul richs’ suc ces sor Mag nus Hirsch feld was a promi nent
Jew ish phy si cian and ho mo sex ual.  Dr. Hirsch feld, along
with two other ho mo sexu als, Max Spohr and Erich Oberg,
joined to gether to form the Wissenschaftlich- Humanitaeres 
Komitee (“Sci en tific-Humanitarian Com mit tee”). As we

have noted, the SHC was dedi -
cated to two goals: 1) to carry
on Ul richs’ phi loso phy and
works and 2) to work for the
le git i mi za tion of ho mo sex -
uality by the Ger man pub li c
via the re peal of Para graph
175, the Ger man law which
crimi nal ized ho mo sex ual
conduct (Steakley:23f).  Ho -
mo sexu al ist his to rian Rich ard
Plant writes,

It would be hard to over es ti mate Hirsch feld’s im por -
tance...He be came the leader of sev eral psy cho logi cal and
medi cal or gani za tions, the founder of a unique in sti tute
for sex ual re search...He also founded the ‘Yea rbook for
In ter sex ual Vari ants,’ which he ed ited un til 1923 (Plant:
28-29).
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Hirschfeld was orig i nally com mit ted to Ulrichs’ “third
sex” the ory but he later aban doned this idea.  Still,
Hirschfeld re mained true to many of the rest of Ulrichs’
the o ries, build ing upon them through the work of the Sci en -
tific-Humanitarian Com mit tee, whose ef forts he di rected
to ward the po lit i cal goal of de crim i nal iz ing ho mo sex u al ity. 
Hirschfeld coined the term “trans ves tite,” which has be -
come the ac cepted la bel for both men and women who
com pul sively cos tume them selves as mem bers of the op po -
site sex (J. Katz:210).

The SHC cir cu lated pe ti tions among Ger man in tel lec -
tu als and pol i ti cians call ing for the ab o li tion of Para graph
175. Due to Hirschfeld’s ground work in cre at ing a pos i tive
pub lic im age, these pe ti tion ing ef forts met with in creas ing
suc cess.  But for all the ap pear ance of dig nity and sci en tific
im par tial ity which it dis played to Ger man so ci ety, the SHC
of fered a far dif fer ent per spec tive to those who saw it from
within.  Hans Blueher, whose con tri bu tion to the Ger man
ho mo sex ual move ment is chron i cled later in this study,
once vis ited Hirschfeld at the SHC.  The meet ing was pre -
cip i tated by Hirschfeld’s of fer to write the fore word to
Blueher’s book de scrib ing ho mo sex u al ity in the
Wandervoegel.  Blueher writes,

I was led into the study of the “Wise Man of Ber lin” (as
he was called)...Sit ting on a silk- covered fau teuil, legs
un der him like a Turk, was an in di vid ual with bloated lips 
and cun ning, dimly cov et ing eyes who of fered me a
fleshy hand and in tro duced him self as Dr. Hirsch -
feld...[Later in a meet ing of the SHC] the first to greet me
was a cor po ral with a deep bass voice; he was, how ever,
wear ing women’s clothes... “A so- called trans ves tite!”
com mented Dr. Hirsch feld, whose nick name was “Aunt
Mag ne sia,” and in tro duced us...Then a most beau ti ful
youth ap peared..."A her maph ro dite!" said Hirsch feld.
“Why don’t you come to me dur ing my of fice hours to -
mor row, you can see him na ked then”...An older gen tle -
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man in his six ties...re cited a poem...to a six teen year old
youth, full of yearn ing...I turned to Lau rent, who was the
only kin dred spirit in this pack of le murs, “Tell me, ha -
ven’t you no ticed that we’re in a down right brothel here?”
(Blueher in Mills:160f).

Blueher’s dis gust with Hirschfeld and the SHC was rep -
re sen ta tive of the at ti tude of the mas cu line ho mo sex ual
camp.  But at this stage of the con flict, the “Fems” were
fully in con trol and en joyed what sup port there was in Ger -
man so ci ety for the ho mo sex ual po lit i cal cause.  The SHC’s 
“sci en tific” fo cus lent an air of le git i macy to its po lit i cal
goals that the mas cu line group could not achieve.  Yet it
was a strat egy that would ul ti mately back fire on the
“Fems.”  So ci ol o gist Da vid Greenberg writes that Ulrichs’
third-sex the ory “was a con tro ver sial strat egy among Ger -
man ho mo sex ual ac tiv ists; those in the anti-feminist wing
of the move ment viewed male ho mo sex u al ity as an ex pres -
sion of male su pe ri or ity and con sid ered the
Ulrichs-Hirschfeld po si tion in sult ing” (Greenberg: 410).

Hoping to use the ar gu ment that ho mo sex u al ity is con -
gen i tal to jus tify its de crim i nal iza tion, Hirschfeld tried des -
per ately to le git i mize his “third-sex” the ory and
ho mo sex u al ity gen er ally (ibid.:410).  He formed the Sex
Re search In sti tute of Berlin, which opened its doors on July 
1, 1919.  It’s pur pose was in part to pro vide le gal ser vices
for men ar rested for vi o lat ing Para graph 175 but also to le -
git i mize the view of ho mo sex u al ity as a med i cal con di tion
(Bi anco:64).  In that same year, Hirschfeld pro duced the
first pro-homosexual film “An ders als die Andern” (Dif fer -
ent from the Others) in which he ap peared briefly (ibid.).

The Sex  Re search In sti tute, housed in a Berlin man sion 
pur chased by Hirschfeld, as sim i lated the SHC’s mas sive
col lec tion of books, pho to graphs and med i cal doc u ments
and be gan a cam paign to make it self “re spect able” in Ger -
man so ci ety.  Ac cord ing to Plant, “at tend ing phy si cians of -
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fered var i ous kinds of sex ual coun sel ing...treated peo ple
for ve ne real dis eases...[and gave] ad vice on abor tion pro ce -
dures.”  The fact that many Nazi lead ers were treated at the
Sex Re search In sti tute led the In sti tute’s As sis tant Di rec tor, 
Lud wig L. Lenz, to con clude that its de struc tion by the Na -
zis in 1933 was for the pur pose of de stroy ing ev i dence of
Nazi per ver sions (see above). 

For many years the Sci en tific-Humanitarian Com mit -
tee was the larg est and most in flu en tial ho mo sex ual or ga ni -
za tion in the Ger man “gay rights” move ment.  In 1914, it
had one thou sand mem bers (Steakley:60).  But ho mo sex u -
al ity in Ger many was much more prev a lent than the size of
the mem ber ship of the SHC would sug gest.  Not sur pris -
ingly, one of the early goals of the SHC was to find out how
many ho mo sex u als there were in the Ger man pop u la tion.
In what may have been the world’s first sur vey of its kind,
the SHC dis trib uted 6611 ques tion naires to Berlin stu dents
and fac tory work ers in 1903.  The re sults were pub lished
the fol low ing year in the Jahrbuch (“Year book”) and
showed that 2.2% of the Ger man male pop u la tion ad mit ted
to be ing ho mo sex ual (ibid.:33).

The New Hel lenes

At the same time that Ul richs and Hirsch feld were
prom ul gat ing their theo ries of male ho mo sexu al ity as an
ex pres sion of femi nin ity, a ri val group of ho mo sexu als was
reach ing into an tiq uity for its own “mas cu line” phi loso phy. 
As ho mo sex ual scholar Hu bert Ken nedy writes in
Man/Boy Love in the Writ ings of Karl Hein rich Ul richs:

Hap pily, some boy- lovers were al ready speak ing out in
op po si tion to Hirsch feld in Ber lin at the be gin ning of this
cen tury...[Der Ge mein schaft] Der Ei gene, mostly bi sex -
ual and/or boy- lovers, op posed the “third sex” view of
ho mo sexu al ity.  See ing the “love of friends” as a mas cu -
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line vir tue, they urged a re birth of the Greek ideal (Ken -
nedy:17f).

This “Greek ideal” was a cul ture of pederastic male su -
prem acy.  Male ho mo sex u al ity, es pe cially be tween men
and boys, was con sid ered a vir tue in Hel lenic (Greek) so ci -
ety.  In sev eral  of his Di a logues, Plato serves as an apol o -
gist for ped er asty, and ap par ently con sid ered man/boy sex
to be su pe rior to het ero sex ual re la tions.  As au thor Eva
Cantarella notes in Bi sex u al ity in the An cient World,
“Plato makes clear in the Sym po sium that it was per fectly
ac cept able to court a lad, and ad mi ra ble to win him...Ped er -
asty did not lurk in the shad ows of Greek life, it was out in
the open” (Greenberg:148, 151). Cantarella re views the lit -
er a ture of the pe riod, in clud ing Plato’s writ ings.  She writes 
that Plato de vel oped a the ory “of the ex is tence of two dif -
fer ent types of love: the love in spired by the heav enly Aph -
ro dite, and the love in spired by the com mon Aph ro dite.”
Only “pederastic court ship,” notes Cantarella, re flected the
“heav enly” form of love (Cantarella:59).  In his Sym po -
sium, Plato ex pounds this the ory:

[Ho mo sex ual] boys and lads are the best of their gen era -
tion, be cause they are the most manly.  Some peo ple say
they are shame less, but they are wrong.  It is not shame -
less ness which in spires their be hav ior, but high spirit and
man li ness and vi ril ity, which leads them to wel come the
so ci ety of their own kind.  A strik ing proof of this is that
such boys alone, when they reach ma tur ity en gage in
pub li c life.  When they grow to be men, they be come lov -
ers of boys, and it re quires the com pul sion of con ven tion
to over come their natu ral dis in cli na tion to mar riage and
pro crea tion; they are quite con tent to live with one an -
other un wed (ibid.:60).

Cantarella writes that “[t]he gen der which at tracted and
tempted Soc ra tes was the male sex” as well.  She cites an -
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other of Plato’s di a logues in which Soc ra tes falls in love
with Cydias, a school boy, pro claim ing “[I] caught fire, and
could pos sess my self no lon ger” (ibid.:56ff).  

Vol taire may have had both of these men  in mind when
he once re marked of the pro pen sity of clas si cal phi los o -
phers, “Once, a phi los o pher, twice, a sod om ite!” (Grant,
1993:28).  To be fair, how ever, the char ac ter iza tions of
Plato and Soc ra tes as ped er asts  is hotly con tested by many
his to ri ans.  

In the de fense of the phi los o phers it must be noted that
Plato, whose writ ings pro vide our only ev i dence for spec u -
lat ing on the life of ei ther man, wrote mostly in di a logue.  It
is thus dif fi cult to know to what ex tent he agreed with the
ideas ex pressed by his char ac ters. It should also be noted
here that in is last work, the Laws, Plato as serted the value
of the fam ily and the moral wrong ness of ho mo sex u al ity
(Laws: 841A-841D).  Still,  based on the fact that ho mo sex -
ual ped er asty was widely prac ticed and ac cepted in Greece
and that Plato based The Re pub lic (his vi sion of “uto pian”
so ci ety -- ad dressed later in this book) upon the Spar tan ho -
mo sex ual mil i tary cult,  the au thors be lieve that in his ear -
lier life Plato was at least an apol o gist for ped er asty and
may in deed have prac ticed this per ver sion him self.

What re mains most rel e vant to this study (and is con -
firmed by Plato) is that the Greek mil i tary es tab lish ment
en thu si as ti cally em braced ho mo sex u al ity.  Here we find
the model for the new Hel lenes -- an ultramasculine, male
su prem a cist, ho mo erotic war rior cult.  The ar mies of
Thebes, Sparta and Crete were each ex am ples of this phe -
nom e non (as are the mod ern Islamist ter ror groups).
Cantarella notes that the an cient his to rian, Plu tarch of
Chaeronea (50-120 A.D.) wrote of “the sa cred bat tal ion” of 
Thebans made up of 150 male ho mo sex ual pairs
(Cantarella:72), and of the leg end ary Spar tan army, which
in ducted all twelve-year-old boys into mil i tary ser vice
where they were “en trusted to lov ers cho sen among the best 
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men of adult age.”  Plu -
tarch also re ports of a
Cretan mil i tary in duc -
tion rit ual in which boys
were ab duc ted and sex u -
ally en slaved for a pe -
riod of two months by
adult ped er asts be fore
re ceiv ing their “mil i tary
kit” (ibid.:7).  This last
per ver sion un doubt edly
in spired or was in spired
by the Greek myth of
Ganymede.  Au thor Ja -
son Berry sheds some
light on this ap par ent
der i va tion:

Cer tain gods prac ticed
man- boy love as did the bi- sexual male ar is toc racy; the
ar mies of The bes and Sparta were charged with ho mo -
sexu al ity as a fire of the male power drive.  Pa gans in the
late [Ro man] Em pire adu lated gods like Zeus, who ab -
ducted and raped Ga ny mede — a liv ing myth that one
phi loso pher de nounced for in flu enc ing those men who
ran “mar ket places of im mor al ity and...in fa mous re sorts
for the young for every kind of cor rupt pleas ure”
(Berry:200f).

 It is pos si ble that the term “gay” is de rived from this
mythi cal Greek fig ure, Ga ny mede, cup- bearer of the gods,
who ex em pli fied the con cept of man/boy sex to the mas cu -
line ho mo sexu als. The Brit ish term “cata mite,” mean ing
the sub mis sive part ner in a male ho mo sex ual re la tion ship,
is de rived from the Ro man ver sion of Ga ny mede, Cata mi -
tus . The terms “gay” and “les bian” (the lat ter de rived from
the name of the Isle of Les bos in Greece) even tu ally re -
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placed the terms Urning and Dail ing as the names of choice 
for ho mo sexu als.

In an cient Greece, as in the mas cu line ho mo sex ual fac -
tion in Ger many, only the mas cu line form of ho mo sexu al -
ity was es teemed and all things femi nine were de spised.
The form of ho mo sexu al ity which domi nated Greek cul ture 
was ul tramas cu line and mili ta ris tic. It can be as sumed that
women, as well as men who iden ti fied with wom anly traits
and think ing, were con sid ered natu rally in fe rior to the elite
ped er asts. Can tar ella writes that Plato, in Ti maues, went so
far as to theo rize that women were the re in car na tions of
men who had “lived badly” in a pre vious life
(Cantarella:58).

As we will see, the re vival of Hel lenic pa gan ism be -
came a fun da men tal as pect of the Nazi iden tity. In Na tion -
al ism and Sexu al ity, his to rian George L. Mosse notes its
sig nifi cance: “The Greek youth, an im por tant na tional sym -
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bol in the past, reigned su preme dur ing the Third Reich.
Hit ler’s own taste was in flu enced by the neo- classical re -
vival...[which of ten in cluded] pic tures of nude youth...not
un like those of boys bath ing” (Mosse:172). But the Na zis
adopted more than just sym bol ism from the “boy- lovers”
who re as serted the Greek ideal; their ideas and phi loso phies 
are in deli bly stamped on the Nazi re gime.

The in flu ence of the Greek ho mo sexu als on Nazi cul -
ture is per haps ex plained best by con tem po rary Ger man
psy cho ana lyst, Wil helm Reich in his 1933 clas sic, The
Mass Psy chol ogy of Fas cism:   

Among the an cient Greeks, whose writ ten his tory does
not be gin un til pa tri ar chy has reached a state of full de vel -
op ment, we find the fol low ing sex ual or gani za tion: male
su prem acy...and along with this the wives lead ing an en -
slaved and wretched ex is tence and fig ur ing solely as birth 
ma chines.  The male su prem acy of the Pla tonic era is en -
tirely ho mo sex ual...The same prin ci ple gov erns the fas -
cist ide ol ogy of the male strata of Nazi lead ers (Bluher,
Roehm, etc.).  For the fas cists, there fore, the re turn of
natu ral sexu al ity is viewed as a sign of deca dence, la civi -
ous ness, lech ery, and sex ual filth...the fas cists ...af firm
the most se vere form of pa tri ar chy and ac tu ally re ac ti vate 
the sex ual life of the Pla tonic era in their fa mil ial form of
liv ing...Ro sen berg and Bluher [the lead ing Nazi ide olo -
gists] rec og nize the state solely as a male state or gan ized
on a ho mo sex ual ba sis (Reich:91ff).

The Clash of Cultures

A key to un der stand ing the cause of the Ger man so cial
col lapse, which cul mi nated in the atroci ties of the Third
Reich, is found in the con flict of Hel lenic and He brew (Ju -
deo-Chris tian) value sys tems.  This war of phi loso phies, as
old as West ern civi li za tion it self, pits the ho moeroti cism of
the Greeks against the marriage- and- family- centered het -

THE PINK SWASTIKA                                  57



ero sexu al ity of the Jews. Johansson and Percy write of this
con flict from the ho mo sexu al ist per spec tive:

While the Greeks cul ti vated paid er as teia as a fun da men -
tal in sti tu tion of male so ci ety and at trib ute of gods and he -
ros, in two cen tu ries, un der Per sian rule (538-332 B.C.),
Bib li cal Ju da ism came to re ject and pe nal ize male ho mo -
sexu al ity in all forms. Jew ish re lig ious con scious ness
deeply in ter nal ized this ta boo, which be came a dis tinc tive
fea ture of Ju daic sex ual mo ral ity, set ting the wor ship pers
of the god of Is rael apart from the gen tiles whose idols
they de spised. This di ver gence set the stage for the con -
fron ta tion be tween Ju da ism and Hel lenism (Jo hans son
and Percy:34).

     In im ply ing that the re jec tion of ho mo sexu al ity by
the Jews be gan in this time pe ri od, Jo hans son and Percy ig -
nore the Bib li cal rec ord, but they are cor rect that the Jews’
op po si tion to ho mo sexu al ity was a cen tral fac tor in their
hos til ity to the Greeks.  They con tinue (some what bit terly),
de scrib ing the con text in which the first clash of these value 
sys tems oc curred:

At the heart of the “sod omy de lu sion” lies the Ju daic re -
jec tion of Hel lenism and paid er as teia, one of the dis tinc -
tive fea tures of the cul ture brought by the Greek
con quer ors of Asia Mi nor.  It is a fun da men tal, ine luc ta ble 
clash of val ues within what was des tined to be come West -
ern civi li za tion.  Only in the Mac cabean era did the op po -
si tion to Hel leni za tion and eve ry thing Hel lenic lead to the
in tense, vir tu ally para noid ha tred and con dem na tion of
male ho mo sexu al ity, a ha tred that Ju da ism be queathed to
the nas cent Chris tian church (ibid.:36).

In his ar ti cle “Ho mo sex u al ity and the Maccabean Re -
volt,” Cath o lic scholar Pat rick G. D. Riley also iden ti fies
ho mo sex u al ity as the fo cal point of con flict be tween the
Jews and the Greeks.  The Greek King, Antiochus, had or -
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dered that all the na tions of his em pire be “welded... into a
sin gle peo ple” (Riley:14).  This cre ated a cri sis for the
Jews, forc ing them to choose be tween faith ful ness to Bib li -
cal com mand ments (at the risk of mar tyr dom) and  par tic i -
pa tion in a range of des e cra tions from “the sac ri fic ing of
pigs and the wor ship ing of idols, to ‘leav ing their sons
uncircumsized, and pros ti tut ing them selves to all kinds of
im pu rity and abom i na tion’ (1 Macc. 1:49-51)” (ibid.:14).

The Greeks also built one of their gym na sia in Je ru sa -
lem, which “at tracted the no blest young men of Is rael...sub -
du ing them un der the petaso”  (em pha sis ours -- 2 Macc.
4:12).  In the tra di tional Latin trans la tion the above phrase
is ren dered “to put in broth els” (Riley:15).   The gymnasia
were no to ri ous through out the an cient world for their as so -
ci a tion with ho mo sex ual prac tices.  In fact, Flaceliere con -
cludes from Plu tarch’s writ ings that from the be gin ning of
its ac cep tance in Greece,  “the de vel op ment of ho mo sex u -
al ity was con nected to the rise of gym na sia...[which usu ally 
con tained] not only a statue or Her mes, but also one of
Eros” (Flaceliere:65).  

The ten sions which led to the Jew ish re volt were ex ac -
er bated when the Jew ish high priest, a Hel le nist him self, of -
fered a sac ri fice to Heracles (Her cu les), who was a Greek
sym bol of ho mo sex u al ity.  Riley adds, “The Jew ish tem ple
it self be came the scene of pa gan sac ri fi cial meals and sex -
ual or gies [in clud ing ho mo sex u al ity].”  The fi nal in sult (for
which Antiochus is iden ti fied in the Bi ble as the ar che type
of the antichrist) “was the in stal la tion in the tem ple of a pa -
gan sym bol, pos si bly a rep re sen ta tion of Zeus [Baal], called 
by a sar donic pun ‘the abom i na tion of des o la tion’”
(Riley.:16).

I n  t h e  e n  su  ing  re  l i  g ious  re  v o l t ,  the
Maccabees  “pre served what would be come the moral
char ter of Chris ten dom, just as in de fend ing mar riage they
saved what would be the very ma te rial of its con struc tion,
namely, the fam ily” (ibid.:17).  Yet, though they pre served
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the Judeo-Chris tian sex ual ethic, the Maccabees did not
van quish Greek phi los o phy as a ri val so cial force.  Of the
two ir rec on cil able be lief sys tems, the Judeo-Christian one
would pre vail, al low ing the de vel op ment of what we know
to day as West ern cul ture; yet Hel le nism sur vived.    

Adolf Brand and the “Com mu nity of the Elite”

One of the ear li est lead ers of the mas cu line ho mo sex ual 
counter- movement in Ger many, him self a Hel le nist, was
Adolf Brand. In 1896, one year bef ore Mag nus Hirsch feld
formed the Scientific- Humanitarian Com mit tee, young
Adolf Brand be gan pub lish ing the world’s first ho mo sex ual 

se rial pub li ca tion,
Der Ei gene (“The
Elite”). [The word
Eigene, eye'- gen-
 eh, can be roughly
trans lated “queer,”
which may shed
some light on the
deri va tion of this
term in Eng lish, but
we have cho sen the
trans la tion used
most of ten by his to -
ri ans be cause it em -
pha sizes the elit ist
phi loso phy of Der
Eigene's au thors.]
   Be sides be ing
mili tantly pro-
 homosexual, Der
Eigene was rac ist,
na tion al is tic and
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Cover of Der Eigene mag a zine.



anti- Semitic. Mosse writes, 

The use of ra cism to gain re spect abil ity was a con stant
theme of the first  ho mo sex ual jour nal in Ger many, Der
Ei gene...Even bef ore the pa per pub lished a sup ple ment
called Rasse und schon heit (Race and Beauty) in 1926,
Ger manic themes had in formed much of its fic tion, as
well as im ages of na ked boys and young men pho to -
graphed against a back ground of Ger manic na ture. One
poem, writ ten by Brand him self and en ti tled, “The Su per -
man,” praised man li ness, con demned femi nin ity, and
toyed with anti-Semitism, ap par ently be cause of the po -
et’s quar rel with Mag nus Hirsch feld, a ri val for lead er -
ship of the ho mo sex ual rights move ment (Mosse:42). 

Brand’s stated mar ket for Der Eigene was men who
“thirst for a re vival of Greek times and Hel lenic stan dards
of beauty af ter cen tu ries of Chris tian bar ba rism” (Brand in
Oosterhuis and Ken nedy:3). 

In 1903 Brand was briefly jailed as a child por nog ra -
pher for pub lish ing pic tures of nude boys in the mag a zine,
but nev er the less Der Eigene re mained in pub li ca tion un til
1931, peak ing at over 150,000 sub scrip tions dur ing the
years of the Weimar Re pub lic [1919-1933] (Mosse:42). In
ad di tion to Der Eigene, Brand pub lished a sa tir i cal jour nal
Die Tante (”The Fairy” or “The Auntie”) which of ten rid i -
culed Hirschfeld and his as sis tants (Oosterhuis and Ken -
nedy:6).

On May 1, 1902, Brand and two ped er asts,
Wil helm Jansen and Ben e dict Friedlander, formed the
Gemeinschaft der Eigenen (“Com mu nity of the Elite”). Its
lead ing the o rist was Friedlander (1866-1908), au thor of Re -
nais sance des Eros Uranios (“Re nais sance of Ura nian
Erot ica”), a 1904 pub li ca tion which fea tured a pic ture of a
Greek youth on the cover. Friedlander wrote that the Com -
mu nity wanted to carry out the goals of the les bian and rad i -
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Ti tle page and cover pic ture from
Ben e dict Friedlander’s Re nais -
sance of Ura nian Erot ica, 1904. 
The sub-title reads: “Phys i o log i cal
friend ship, a nor mal fun da men tal
drive of men, and a ques tion of
male free dom of as so ci a tion in nat -
u ral sci ence, nat u ral rights, cul -
tural-history and moral crit i cism.



cal fem i nist Dr. Helene Stocker who wanted Ger man
so ci ety to re vert to pa gan val ues. Friedlander writes, 

The posi tive goal...is the re vival of Hel lenic chiv alry and
its rec og ni tion by so ci ety. By chi val ric love we mean in
par ticu lar close friend ships be tween youths and even
more par ticu larly the bonds be tween men of une qual ages 
(B. Fried lander:259).  

Ac cord ing to James Steak ley in The Ho mo sex ual Eman ci -
pa tion Move ment in Ger many:

 The Com mu nity looked to an cient Greece and Ren -
aissance It aly as model civi li za tions and ar gued that
Chris tian as ceti cism was re spon si ble for the de mise of
ho mo sex ual re la tions. Fried lander, who was mar ried, ad -
vo cated pe do phile re la tions com bined with fam ily life,
and Brand con trasted his jour nal with Hirsch feld‘s Jahr -
buch by say ing he
wanted to show “more
of the Hel lenic side of
things” (Steak ley:43).

Steak ley goes on to
show how the Com mu -
nity sup ported the work
of Eli sar von Kupf fer, a
“Butch” ho mo sex ual and
an ad vo cate of “Greek
love,” who strongly at -
tacked the Scientific-
 Humanitarian Com mit -
tee as pseudo- scientific
(Steak ley:46). 

In Ho mo sexu al ity and Male Bond ing in Pre- Nazi Ger -
many , Ooster huis and Ken nedy write that “Kuppfer stated
in a let ter of 25 De cem ber 1925 to Brand that the word ‘h -
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