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omosexual’ wasrepug nanttohim, becauseitremindedhim
of the‘fai ries’ inHirschfeld'sCommittee, and herequested
Brand never to mention his name in such a context”
(Ooster huisand Kennedy:34).

Friedlander describedhet erosexualsandef femi nateho
mosexuals as Kummerlings (puny beings). The Ulrichs-
Hirschfeld school believed that both homosexuality and
heterosexual itywere equal and legitimate forms of sexud
love. How ever, the Brand-Friedlander school believed that
eros (sex ual love) had arising scale of worth, with het ero-
sexuality at the bottom and pederasty at the top. Steakley
writes, “For the Community, however, heterosexual rela
tions were relegated to purely procreative ends and the
esthetic superiority of pedophile relations was asserted”
(Steakley:46). In other words, heterosexuals were valued
only as“breed ers.”

Friedlander a so quoted from Gustov Jager who ar gued
that, in contrast to the “Fems,” masculine homosexuals
wereUeber maenner (super men), superiortoheterosexuals
because they were even more masculine (Oosterhuis and
Ken nedy:87). Some of the ped er asts of the Community of
the Elite did not consider themselves homosexuals at all,
declaringthe“loveof friends” andhomosexual ity two dif-
fer ent phenomena(ibid.:86).

Friedlander for atime was amem ber of both the Com-
munity of the Elite and the SHC. A review of his articles
written for the SHC reveal that heen deav ored to convince
the members of the group that they were not going far
enough: the SHC sim ply wanted the “right to pri vacy,” but
the Commu nity of the Elitewanted acom pletetransfor ma
tion of Germany from a Judeo-Christian society to a
Greco-Uranian one. But the leadership of the SHC was
never convinced. Thetwo phi loso phieswerejust toodif fer-
ent. In 1906 Friedlander left the SHC and, hoping to dis-
credit Hirschfeld, strongly hinted that Hirsch feld and other
leaders of the SHC had mismanaged the Committee’s
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funds. But this was not the real reason for his departure.
Steak ley writes,

The membership of the Community realized that the
Committee'speti tion, whichcalledfor thelegali zation of
same-sexrelations only between those over the age of
sixteen, neglected their interests. They were also af-
fronted by Hirschfeld's personal effeminacy and his
sweepingclassification of al homosexuals in one cate-
gory [as" Fems'] (Steak ley:47f).

Af ter hisfalling- out with Hirsch feld and the lead ers of
the SHC, Friedlander continuedtotry to sway itsmembers
regarding pederasty as well as to attract its financial sup-
port ersto the Commu nity of theElite. In 1907, Fried lander
publishedanarti cleinDer Ei gene withalong but reveal ing
title: “Memoirs for the Friends and Contributors of the
Scientific-Humanitarian Committee in the Name of the
Suc cession of the Scientific- HumanitarianCommittee.” In
thear ti cle, Fried lander said that the Greek “love of youth”
(ped er asty) wasthe cause of Paragraph 175. He said that the
law was not en acted be cause of men, but rather be cause of
their jeal ouswivesand mistresseswho viewed young boys
“asakind of unfair competi tion” (Jour nal of Homosexuat
ity, Jan.-Feb. 1991). Inthesamear ti cle Fried lander writes,

L et usjust un der stand that no one can beagood edu cator
who does not love his pupils! And let us not lie to our -
salves that in love the so- called“ spiri tual” element can
ever becompletely detached fromitsphysiologi cal foun-
dation. Itisaneter nal verity: only agood ped er ast canbe
a complete pedagogue (Friedlander in Ooosterhuis and
Kennedy: 77ff).

Benedict Fried lander died in 1908 at the age of 42, but
his influence on the German homosexua movement en-
dured. In 1934, just one year after Adolf Hitler came to
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power, a man named Kurt HildeBrandt echoed Friedlan
der’ sviewsinabook ti tled NormEntar tung Ver fall (“1deal
- Degeneration- Ruin”). In 1934 HildeBrandt was aleader
in the Society for Human Rights (SHR), a spinoff of the
Community of the Elite. He referred to Friedlander as his
“master” and as serted that Greek ped er asty had led to“an
enhancement of masculinity” (Steakley:49). In Norm En-
tartung Verfall, HildeBrandt presents the Brand-
Friedlander theory that masculine homosexuals are the
ideal; a master race of beings, and that effeminate homo
sexuasare, infact, degen erationsof theideal. HildeBrandt
declaresthat themasculinetypeistheonethat “ Nature” in
tended to ruletheworld, but that the ef femi nate typeswere
freaks of nature who would bring any Hellenic society to
destruction. HildeBrandt writes,

Itisincomprehensi blethat theseformsshoul d beconfused
withthat typeof homo sexual ity about which sucharuckus
ismadetoday. Thelat ter arisescontrar ily in groups of ef-
feminate men; it counteracts military and intellectua
man li ness...and iscer tain of ruin (HildeBrandt :207).

In many ways it isFriedlander’ stheory of homosexuak
ity that we seeim plementedinthepoli ciesof theNazis. Al-
though there were obvious exceptions made for political
reasons, there is evidence to suggest that only the ef femi-
natehomo sexu alsweremistreated under theNazi regime--
and usually at the hands of masculine homosexuals. (We
will consider the internment of “Roehm’s Avengers’ --
“Butch” homosexualsof theSA interned inthewakeof the
Roehm purge--inalater section). Somehistori ans, suchas
James Steakley, see Friedlander's influence in Adolf
Hitler’'s own philosophy of homosexuality as well. Steak-
ley writes,

Hitler, on the other hand, was the Nazi visionary...and
thereisatruly strik ing af fin ity be tween hisviewson ho-
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mo sexu al ity and those of Fried |lander and [Hans] Bluher.
These male supremacistswanted to create a new Hellas
peopled by strong, naked, but chaste men, inspired by
heroismandcapableof leader ship (Steak ley:119).

The Rift Widens

It is clear that Adolf Brand's Community of the Elite
wanted noth ing to do with Ul richs’ theory of animamulie-
brisincor porevi riliinclusa (“afemalesoul confinedina
malebody”). They per celvedthemselvesasfully masculine
and despised every thingfemaleand ef femi nate. For many
years, Ulrichs “Fem” faction had dominated the German
homosexual movement. But during this time, the rift be-
tween the “Butches’ and the “Fems’ grew increasingly
wider as the revival of Hellenic pagan values began to
transformGermansoci ety.

Asearly as 1908, Hirschfeld wrotethat the scan dalsand
di vi sionof opinionbetweenthe” Butches’” and“ Fems” was
damagingthehomosex ual causein Ger many. Hecriti cized
theCommunity of theElitefor beinganti- feminist. In1914,
reflectingtheincreaseof tensions, Hirschfeldchar acterized
theCommunity of theEliteas" ex ag ger ated side- currents”
and“fanatics’ (Ooster huisand Kennedy:24f). At thispoint
Hirschfeld still controlled the movement, but somewhere
between 1914 and 1920the" Butches’ becameaseri ouspo-
litical force themselves. In 1920, they formed the Society
for Human Rights. Theti tle seemstolay claim towhat had
become the Scientific-Humanitarian Committee’'s trade-
mark: political activism under the banner of “gay rights.”
Twoyearslater thenew SHR pub lished thefol low ing, now
mili tant, call to arms:

Weno longer want only afew sci entists[i.e,, Hirschfeld
et a.] strug gling for our cause, we want to dem on strate
our strength ourselves. Here we stand, demanding that
which is our right — and who would dare chal lenge us?
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For thisreasonwemust work stead ily and every onemust
take their part in our work. No homo sex ual should beab
sent -- rich or poor, worker or scholar, diplomat or bus-
nessman. We cannot deprive ourselves of any support.

Thereforejoin us, swell our ranks bef oreit istoo late. At
Easter we must show whether we have developed into a

fightingorgani zation or just a socia club. He who does
not march with usisagainst us (Steak ley:76f).

Herewecan seethemili taristictoneof the“Butch” fac-
tion and sense its eagerness to wrest control of the move-
ment from the SHC. Jonathan Katz records, in Gay
American History, that “[the SHR became] the largest of
the Gay groups in Germany during the 1920s, one that
aimed at being a ‘mass organization, and it criticized
Hirschfeld's scientific approach” (J. Katz:632). Bear in
mind that these were also the early years of the Nazi Party,
anor gani zationwhich shared somefounding memberswith
the SHR. Increasingly, the Nazi Party became the vehicle
with which the “Butches’ opposed Hirschfeld. In July of
1927, after a Nazi Party member made a speech attacking
the SHC, Hirschfeldwroteinthe SHC newslet ter, “Wefur-
ther feel obliged to ur gently re quest of our numer ous mem-
bersintheNational Social ist Ger manWork ersParty...that
they vigor oudly call their delegates[totheReichstag] to or-
der” (Steakley:91). The rather desperate tone of
Hirschfeld’s complaint reflects the reality that his faction
had by thistimelost con trol.

Tosomeex tent, theho mo sexu al sof the SHC may have
brought on themselves the later wrath of the Nazis. In the
1920s and 30s the political enemies of the Nazis used the
Nazis homo sex ual scandalsagainst them, hurting the par-
ty’s effort to gain legitimacy. Stories were printed in the
newspapers containing “inside” information about homo
sexual activities among the Nazi leaders. The most note-
worthy ex am pleof thistactic waswhen docu mentation of
Ernst Roehm’ sprocliv ity for boys, intheform of hand writ-
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The Nazi Party was re peat edly dam aged by dis clo sures to the news

papers about homosexuality in its ranks. The leaks came from its

enemies in the ef fem i nate fac tion of the Ger man “gay” move ment.
Yad Vashem

ten letters from Roehm himself, was leaked to the Social
Democrat newspapers(Ooster huisand Kennedy:239n).

The So cial Demo crat Party, of course, wasthe home of
many of theef femi nateho mo sexu als, whichtheNaziswell
knew. It islikely that they sus pected some of thein sidein-
for mation against them had comefrom Hirsch feld’ scamp.
Thiswasprobably anac curatesur mise. Steak ley writesthat
“Hirschfeld was later sorely discredited within the homo
sex ual commu nity of Ger many whenitwasrevealedthat he
at least occasionally'leaked’ informationonhomosexuals
tothepress’ (Steak ley:64).

This may help to explain why the Nazis bore such en-
mity against the “Fems,” and why they tar geted cer tain of
these homosexuals for persecution. However, the Nazis
needed nospecial justi fi cationfor revenge. Thefact that the
SHC hadmadeop posi tiontoped er asty anessential tenet of
their politi cal strat egy was enough. Though not aNazi, the
“Butch” homosexual poet, Stefan George, summed up the
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attitude of the anti-Hirschfeld camp, say ing, “1t should be
apparent that we have nothing to do with those far from
charming people who whimper for the repeal of certain
laws, for the most revolting attacks against us [pederasts]
have issued from precisely these circles’ (George in
Steakley:49).

As we can see, understanding the “gay rights” move-
mentin Ger many isessential toacom pleteunder standing
of the formation of the Nazi Party and the policies of the
Third Reich. In turn, understanding the German “gay
rights’ movement requires an appreciation of the rivary
between the two distinct homosexual factions: the
Ulrichg/Hirschfeld “Fems’ and the Brand /Friedlander/
Roehm “ Butches.” Their contest for domi nation of the* gay
rights’ movement ended when the “Butches’ of the Nazi
Party came to power in 1933 and began to construct the
Third Reich. They had realized their dream of a revived
Hel leniccul tureof ul tramasculinemili tarism, adreamthat
wasto prove a night mare for all those who fell short of the
Nazi ideal.

Hans Blueher and the Wandervoegel

“In Ger many,” writesMosse, “ideasof homosexual ity
asthebasisof abet ter soci ety can befound at theturn of the
century withinthe Ger man'Y outh Movement” (Mosse:87).
In deed, at the same time that Brand and Friedlander were
beginning to articulate their dream of a neo-Hellenic Ger-
many to the masses, a youthful subculture of boys and
young men was aready beginning to act out its basic
themesun der thelead er ship of men like Karl Fischer, Wil-
helm Jan sen and youth |eader Hans Blue her. In Sex ual Ex-
perience Between Men and Boys,homosexual isthistorian
Parker Ross man writes,
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InCentral Europe...therewasan other ef forttorevivethe
Greek ideal of pedagogic ped er asty, inthe move ment of
Wandering Youth [Wandervoegel]l. Modern gay-
homaosexuality also can trace some of its roots to that
movement of men and boys who wandered around the
countryside, hiking and singinghand-in-hand,enjoying
nature, lifeto gether, andtheir sexu al ity. Ul ti mately Hit-
ler used and trans formed the move ment — much asthe
Romanshad abused thepaiderastia of thean cient Greeks
—ex pandingandbuildinguponitsromanti cismasaba-
sisfor theNazi Party (Ross man:103).

Anotherhomosexualist, RichardMills, ex plainsin Gay
Roots: Twenty Y earsof Gay Sun shine how theWander voe
gel movement traces its roots to an informal hiking and
camping so ci ety of young men started in 1890 by afifteen-
year-old student named Her mann Hoffman. For severd
yearstheopen- air lifestyle of theseboysgrew increasingly
popular. They developed their own form of greeting, the
“Heil” salute, and “much of the vocabulary...[which] was
later ap pro pri ated by theNazis’ (Mills:168). Early initsde
vel op ment, themovement at tracted the at ten tion of ho mo-
sexua men, including the pederasts who belonged to the
Community of the Elite. In 1901 a teacher by the name of
Karl Fischer (who, as we have mentioned, called himsalf
der Fuehrer) formalized the movement under the name
Wandervoegel (Koch:25, Mills:153).

Hans Blueher, thenjust sev enteenyearsold, or ganized
themost am bi tiousWandervoegel ex cur siontothat datein
1905. It was on thistrip that Blue her met Wil helm Jansen,
oneof theorigi nal found ersof the Com mu nity of the Elite.
At this time the Wandervoegel numbered fewer than one
hundred young men, but even tu aly the number of youths
involved in Wandervoegel-type groups in Europe reached
60,000.

Wilhelm Jansen became an influential
leader in the Wandervoegel, but rumors of his homo
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sexuality disturbed German society. In 1911, Jansen ad-
dressed the issue in a circular to Wandervoegel parents.
Jansen told them, “As long as they conduct themselves
properly with your sons, you will have to accustom your-
selves to the presence of so-called homosexuals in your
ranks” (Mills:167). HansBlueher fur ther sub stanti atedthe
fact that themove ment had becomeavehi clefor homo sex-
ual recruit ment of boyswith hispubli cation of TheGer man
Wandervoegel Movement as an Erotic Phenomenon in
1914 (Rec tor:39f). Millswrites,

[T]he Wandervoegel of -
feredyouththe chanceto
escape bourgeois Ger-
man society by retreat
ing back to nature...But
how was this accom-
plished? What made it
possible for the lifestyle
created within the Wan-
dervoegel to differ sig-
nificantly  from its
bourgeois parent? The
answer is simple the
Wandervoegel was
founded upon homosex-
ual, as opposed to het-
erosexual  sentiments
...In order to understand
thesuc cessof themove- |Blueher's The German Wander-
ment, one must ac- |voegel Move mentas an Erotic Phe
knowledge the nomenon advo cated pederasty.
homosexual component

of its leaders...Just as the leaders were attracted to the
boys, so were the boys attracted to their leaders. In both
casestheat tractionwassexu aly based (Mills 152-53).
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Like many of the “Butch” homosexuasBlueher had
married but only for the purpose of procreation. “Woe to
the man who has placed hisfate in the hands of awoman,”
he wrote. “Woe to the civilization that is subjected to
womens' influence” (Blueher inlgra:95).

Foreshadowing the Nazi regime, Blueher “saw male
bonding as cru cial tothefor mation of male elites,” writes
homosexualist historian Warren Johansson. “The disck-
pline, thecomradeship, thewill ingnessof theindi vidual to
sacrifice himself for the nation -- al these are determined
by the homoerotic infrastructure of the male society”
(Johansson:816). Mills adds that Blueher “believed that
male homosexuality was the foundation upon which all
formsof nation-statesarebuilt” (Mills:152). Blueher called
his hypothetical political figures “heroic males,” meaning
self-accepting masculine homosexuals. It is precisely this
con cept of the“heroic male’ that prompts Steakley to com-
pare Adolf Hitler's views to those of Blueher and
Friedlander.

But this is not the only in stance in which the views of
Blueher and Friedlander coincide. Like Friedlander,
Blueher believed that ho mo sex ual swerethebest teach ers
of children. “There are five sexual types of men, ranging
fromtheex clusively heterosex ual totheex clusively homo
sexual,” writesBlueher.“ Theex clusivehet erosex ual isthe
one least suited to teach young people...[butex clusiveho
mosexuals| are the focal point of al youth organizations’
(ibid.:154).

Blueher wasalso anti-Semitic. Inwriting about hisvisit
with Magnus Hirschfeld and the SHC, Blueher deni grated
Hirschfeld’ segal i tarianviews, complainingthat“ concepts
likerank, race, physi og nomy... thingsof im por tancetome
--weresimply not ap pli cableinthiscir cle.” Igraadds that
“[@ccordingto Blueher, Ger many wasdefeated [inW.W.I]
because the homosexudist way of life (die
maenner buendische Weltanschauung) had been consider
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ably neglectedand war likevir tueshad degen er ated under
thead vanceof democraticideas, thein creasing prestigeof
family life...the growing influence of women*“and, above
all, the Jews’ (em phasisours-- Igra:97).

Importantly, Blueher’s hostility towards the Jews was
not pri mar ily based onaracial theory but ontheir rejection
of homosexuality. Igrawrites,

Soon &f ter the defeat [of Ger many in W.W.I] Blueher de-
livered a lecture to a group of Wandervoegel, which he
him self had founded. Thelec turewasenti tled “ The Ger-

man Reich, Jewry and Socialism.” He said: ‘There is no
peo plewhosedestiny...soclosaly resemblesoursasthat of

the Jews.” The Jews were con quered by the Romans, lost
their State and became only a race whose existence is
main tained through thefamily. The pri mary cause of this
col lapse, he says, wasthat the Jews had failed to base their
State on the ho moerotic male com mu nity and had staked
all on the family life, with its necessaryconcomitant of

women’ sen cour age ment of thecivicand so cial and spirt
tual vir tuesintheir menfolk rather thanthewar like qual

ties(ibid.:97).

Though largely neglected by historians, Blueher was
enor mously im por tant to Nazi cul ture. Igrawritesthat in
theThird Reich*Blueher...[was] adopted by theNazisasan
apostleof social reform. Andoneof hisdisci ples, Professor
Al fredBauemler...[became] Di rector of thePoliti cal Insti-
tuteat the Uni ver sity of Ber lin” (ibid.:75). Writing bef ore
the collapse of the Third Reich, he adds that “[Blueher’s
teaching] has been systematically inculcated by the Nazi
Press, especially Himmler's official organ, Das Schwarze
Korps, and has been adopted in practice asthebasis of Ger-
man so cial or gani zation. The Nazi élite are being brought
up in segregated malecommuni tiescalled Ordensburgen.
Thesearetoreplacethefamily asthegroundwork onwhich
thestateistorest” (Igra:87). Theall- maleso cietiesof these
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Ordensburgen (Order Castles) were fashioned after the
Wandervoegel.

Through hisinflu enceinthe Wandervoegel and later as
afascisttheoreti cian,HansBlueher must berecognized asa
major forceinthereshaping of Ger many. This(andtheho-
mosexuality of other Wandervoegel leaders) is acknowl-
edged by homo sexual ist author Frank Rector:

Blueher's case further explains why many Nazi Gays
were attracted to Hit ler and his shrill anti-Semitism, for
many gentile homosexuals were rabidly anti-
Semitic...Gays in the youth movement who espoused
anti-Semitism, chauvinism, and the Fuehrer Prinzip

(Leader Principle) were not-so-incipient Fascists. They
helped createafertilegroundfor Hitler’ smovement and,
|ater, became one of its main sources of adherents....A
sub stantial number of thoseWan der voegel lead erswere
known homosexuals, and many others were allegedly
gay (or bi sex ual) (Rector:40).

From Boy Scouts to Brownshirts

In the introductiontohisbook The Pink Triangle, ho-
mosexual author Richard Plant writes of his own expert
ence in a Wandervoegel-type group called “Rovers.” “In
such brotherhoods,” writes Plant, “a few adolescents had
little affairs, misty and romanticsessionsaroundablazing
fire...Other boys...talked openly about ‘ g oing with friends
andenjoyingit. Thelead ersof thesegroupstendedtodisre
gard the relationships blossoming around them -- unless
they par tici pated” (Plant:3).

Blueher himself described the homosexual quality of
thegroup asfol lows:

The Wandervoegel movement inspired the youth all
around dur ing thefirst six yearsof itsex istence, with out
awaking the dightest suspicion...towards its own mem-
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bers...Only very sel dom might onemight notice oneof the
lead ersraising questions of why heand hiscom radesdid-
n't want any girls....[later] the name Wandervoegel was
mentioned in the same breath as the words “pederasty

club” (Blueher:23f).

Richard Plant’ sremi niscencesal so sub stanti atethat the
Wandervoegel groups served as a train ing ground for Na-
zis. He recdls his friend in the Rovers, “Ferdi, who ex-
plained and demonstrated the mysteries of sex to me and
my friends.” Plant was later shocked, he says, upon re turn-
ing to Ger many from abroad “to see Ferdi wear ing abrown
shirt with a red, white and black swastika armband’
(ibid.:4).

E.Y. Hart shorne, inGer man Y outh and the Nazi Dream
of Victory rec ordstherec ol lectionsof aformer Wander -
voegel mem ber who confirmsthat theor gani zationwasthe
source of important elements of Nazi cul ture. Our knowl-
edge of thein flu ence of the Com mu nity of the Eliteonthe
Wandervoegel may provideusinsightintothecrypticcom
ment at the end of the testi mony:

Welit tle sus pected then what power wehad in our hands.
We played with thefirethat had set aworld in flames, and
itmadeour heartshot. Mysti cismandevery thingmysti cal

haddominion over us. It was in our ranks that the word
Fuehrer origi nated, withitsmeaning of blind obedi ence
anddevotion. The word Bund arose with us too, with its
mysteri ousunder toneof conspiracy.Andl shall neverfor-
get how in those early days we pro nounced the word Ge-
meinschaft[” community”] with a trembling throaty note

of excitement, as though it hid a deep secret (Hart-
shorne:12).

In deed, not only did the grown- up former mem bers of
the Wandervoegel become one of Hit ler’ s main sources of
sup port ersin hisriseto power, but themovement it self be-
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Hitler Youth meeting, Jan u ary, 1934 in Mu nich.

came the core of a Nazi institution: the Hitler-Jugend

(Hitler Youth). So rampant had homosexuality become in

the move ment by this time that The Rheinische Zeitung, a
prominent German newspaper, warned, “Parents, protect

your sons from ‘physical preparations in the Hitler

Y outh,” asar casticref er encetoproblemsof homosexual ity
intheor gani zation (Bur leighand Wip per man:188). Sadly,

the boys them selves had by thistime been com pletely in-

doctri nated by their homo sex ual masters. Waitewrites,

With the exception of Ehr hardt, Ger hard Rossbach, sa-
dist, murderer, and homosexual was the most admired
heroof national istic Ger manyouth.” InEhr hardt, butal so
in Ross bach,” says apopu lar book on the youth move-
ment, “we seethe Fue hrer of our youth. These men have
becometheldeal Man, idol ized...and honored ascanonly
happenwhentheper sonal ity of anindi vid ual countsfor
morethanany thingelse"...themostimpor tant singlecon-
tributor of thepre- Hitler youthmovement [was| Ger hard
Rossbach (Waite, 1969:210f).
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Hans Peter Bleuel, in Sex and Society in Nazi Ger-
many, points out that most of the adult supervisors of the
Hitler Youth were also SA officers (who were almost ex-
clusively homosexual). Rector states that Baldur von
Schirach, leader of the Hitler Y outh or gani zation, wasre
portedly bisexua (Rector:56). In Germany’s National
Vice, Jewish historian Samuel Igra confirms this, saying
Schirach was arrested by the police for perverse sexud
practices and liberated on the intervention of Hitler, who
soon afterward made him leader of the Hitler Youth
(lgra72). Igra further states that Schirach was known as
“the baby” among the inner peder ast cliquearound Hit ler
(ibid.:74). Rempel reportsthat Schi rachal wayssur rounded
him self withaguard of hand someyoung men (Rem pel:88).
Psychiatrist Walter Langer in his 1943 secret wartime re-
port, TheMind of Adolf Hitler, alsowritesof Schi rach’sre
putedhomosexual ity (Langer:99).

Baldur von Schirach was the head of the Hit ler Youth.
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In 1934, the Gestapo reported forty cases of pederasty in
just onetroop of the Hit ler Y outh. Bleuel writes of the case
of one supervisor, a 20-year-old man who was dismissed
fromtheHitler Youthin 1938. Y et hewastransferredtothe
National Social ist Flying Corps(Civil Air Patrol) “andwas
assignedto su per visework by membersof theHitler Y outh
Gliding Association and eventually detained to help with
physi cal check- ups—agriev oustemptation. Themanwas
once again caught sodom iz ing young men, but wasnot dis
missed from the NSFK” (the National Sociaist Flying
Corps) - Bleuel:119).

Conditions were essen tially the samein 1941. Bleuel
reportsof anotherhomosex ual flyinginstructorinvolvedin
“at least ten cases of homosexuality with student pilots of
the Hitler Youth” and “a student teacher and student
...[who] had committed twenty-eight proven acts of inde
cency with twenty boys at Hitler Youth and Y oung Folk
camps’ (ibid.:119). He adds that “[t]hese cases were only
the tip of the iceberg, for few misdemeanors within the
Party becamepub li cin later years and even fewer cameto
trial” (ibid.:119).

Theprevalenceof homosexual ityintheHitler Y outhis
also confirmed by historian Gerhard Rempel in his book
Hitler' sChil dren: Hit ler Y outh and the SS:

Homosexuality, meanwhile, continuedon into the war
years when Hitler Jugend boys frequently became vic-
tims of molestations at the hands of their SS tutors
Himm er con sistently took ahard lineagainst it publicly
but was quite will ingtomiti gatehispenal tiespri vately
and keep every incident as secret as possible (Rem-
pel:51f).

This last quote from Rempel raises two important
points which will be ad dressed at greater length later in the
book, but deserve at least some mention here. The first
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point isthat Hein rich Himm ler, whoisof ten cited asbeing
representativeof theNazi regi me' sal legedhatredof homo
sexuals, was obviously not overly concerned about
homosexual oc cur rencesintheranksof hisown or gani za
tion. Thesec ond pointisthat thishomo sex ual activity con
tinued long after Hitler had supposedly purged
homosexuasfromtheNazi regime(in 1934) and promoted
strict poli ciesagainsthomosexual ity (from19350n). Aswe
shall seelater, thesepoli cieswerepri marily for publi crela
tionsand werelargely unenforced.

Aninter esting sidelineto the story of the Hit ler Y outh
il lustratesboth the control of the youth move ment by ped-
erasts and the fundamenta relationship between homo
sexuality and Nazism. In Great Britain, the pro-Nazis
formed the Anglo-German Fellowship (AGF). The AGF
washeaded by Britishhomo sexuasGuy FrancisdeMoncy
Bur gessand Captain JohnRobert Macnamara. BritishHis
torian John Rempel relates how Burgess, Macnamaraand
JH. Sharp, the Church of England's Arch-deacon for
South ern Europe, took atrip to Ger many to at tend aHit ler
Y outh camp. Costello writes,

Inthe spring of 1936, thetrio set off for the Rhine land, ac-
companiedby Macnamara sfriend Tom Wylie, ayoung
of fi cial intheWar Of fice. Ostensi bly they wereescorting
agroup of pro-fascist school boystoaHit ler Y outh camp.
Butfrom Bur gess' uproari ously bawdy ac count of how his
companions discovered that the Hitler Jugend satisfied
their sexua and politi cal passions, the trip would have
shockedtheir spon sors-- theFor eign RelationsCouncil of

the Church of Eng land (Costello: 300).

In pre-World War 11 France, the pro-Nazi faction was
represented by the Radical-Socialist Party (RSP) and the
Popu lar Party (PP). The Secretary- General of the RSP was
Edouard Pfeiffer. Costello writes of Guy Burgess visit to
Pfeif fer in Paris shortly bef orethewar:
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Asaconnoisseur of homosex ual decadence, Pfeif fer had
few equals, even in Paris. As an officer of the French
Boy- Scout movement, hispri vatelifewasdevotedtothe
seduction of youth. Bur gessdiscov ered all thiswhenhe
visited Pfeiffer's apartment in Paris and found...[him]
with a naked young man...he ex plained to Bur gessthat
theyoung manwasaprofessiona cy clist, who just hap-
pened to beamem ber of Jac ques Dori ot’ sPopular Party
(ibid.:315).

Once again we see flagrant sexua perversion in the
heart of the Nazi move ment -- long af ter theRoehm Purge.
It ap pearsal sothat thecor relationbetween Nazismand ho-
mosexuality disregarded national boundaries. As we have
seen, both Hans Blueher and Benedict Friedlander ob-
served that youth or gani zationsareof ten (intheir view, ap-
pro pri ately) led by ped er asts. Eventsin Europedur ing the
first part of thetwenti ethcentury, par ticularly thoseinvol -
ingtheNational Social ists, strongly sup port thistheory.

Therevival of Hel leniccul tureintheGer manhomosex-
ual movement, then, was an integral factor in the rise of
Nazism. Right under thenoseof tradi tional Ger man so ci-
ety, the ped er astslaid the ground work for the ul tramas cu-
linemili tary so ci ety of the Third Reich. TheWandervoegel
wascer tainly not a“ homo sex ual or gani zation” per se, but
itshomo sex ual |ead ersmol ded theyouthmovementintoan
expression of their own Hel lenicideol ogy and, inthe pro-
cess, recruited countless young men into the homosexual
lifestyle. The first members of the Wandervoegel grew to
man hoodjustintimeto providetheNazi movement withits
support base in the German culture. As Steakley put it,
“[the] Free German Y outh jubilantly marched off to war,
singing the old Wandervoegel songs to which new, chau-
vinisticverseswereadded” (Steak ley:58).
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Rossbach (wear ing armband) with SA Stormtroopers, May 1, 1923.

Gerhard Rossbach and the Freikorps Movement

The Freikorpsmovementbeganduringtheyearsimme
di ately fol low ing the close of World War |. Af ter thewar
and the subsequent socialist revolution in Germany in
1918, tens of thousands of former soldiers of the German
army vol unteeredfor quasi- military serviceinanumber of
independent reserve units called Freikorps (Free Corps),
under thecommand of former junior of fi cersof theGer man
army. Theseunitswerehighly national isticand becamein
creasingly violent asthesocia chaosof theWel mar Repub-
lic worsened. Rossbach’s organization, originaly called
the Rossbachbund (“Rossbach Brotherhood”) exemplified
the Ger man Freikorps. As Waite records in Vanguard of
Nazism, “thelieu ten antsand the cap tains— Roehm...Ehr-
hardt, Ross bach, Schultz and the rest — formed the back-
bone of the Free Corps move ment. And...it wasthey who
were the link between the Volunteers [anti-communists]
and National Socia ism” (Waite, 1969:45). Once againwe
see the essential relationship between homosexuality and
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Nazism, since many of these “lieutenants and captains’
were known or probable homosexuals, some of whom
eventually served in the SA. German historian and Hitler
contemporary Konrad Hei denwritesthat “[m]any sections
of this secret army of mercenaries and murderers were
breeding placesof perversion” (Hei den:30). HistorianG. S.
Graber agrees:

Many...[Freikorps] lead erswerehomosex ua;indeed ho
mo sexu d ity ap pearsto have beenwidespreadin sev eral
vol unteer units. Ger hard Ross bach...was an open ho mo-

sex ual. Onhisstaff wasLieutenant Ed mund Heineswho
was later to become the lover of Ernst Roehm (Gra-

ber:33).

Waite's analysis shows that the Freikorps movement
was one intervening phase between the Wandervoegel
move ment and the Nazi Stuermabteilung — the SA. “The
generation to which the Freikorpskaempfer [‘Free Corps
warriors' ] belonged,” writesWaite, “thegenerationbornin
the 1890s— par tici patedintwo ex peri enceswhichwereto
havetre men dousef fect on hissub sequent career asaVol-
unteer [intheFreikorps]. Thefirst of thesewasthe pre- war
Youth Movement; the second, World War 1” (Waite,
1969:17). The young men who had been molded by the
Hel lenic phi loso phies of the youth move ment had come of
agejust in timeto fight in the first World War. There, they
werefur ther shaped and seasoned by the hard shipsand hor-
rorsof trench war fare.

It was in the trenches of World War | that the
concept of Stuermabteilung (Storm Troops) was devel-
oped — €lite, hard-hitting units whose task it was to
“storm” theen emy lines. Thetacticsof the StormTroopers
proved to be so effective that they were quickly adopted
through out the Ger manarmy. The Storm Troop systemcre
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ated a tremendous increase in the number of young com-
mand ersof acer tain breed. Waitewrites,

Only avery special typeof of fi cer could be used. He must
beunmar ried, under twenty- fiveyearsof age, inex cd lent
physical health...and above all he must possessin abun
dance that quality which German military writers call
ruth lessness. There sult wasthat at thetime of the Ar mi-
stice Ger many wasflooded with hundredsof capable, ar-
ro gant young com mand erswhofound anex cel lent out let
for their tal entsin the Free Corps move ment (ibid.:27).

Itisnot dif fi culttorec og nizethat thedescription of the
preferred Storm Trooper is a model of the Wandervoegel
hero: ultramasculine, militaristic, physically conditioned,
largely unrestrained by Judeo-Christian morality, and
guided by the “Fuehrer Princi ple” (ibid.:28). Itisnowon-
der, then, that many of these men becameyouthleadersin
their turn (ibid.:210). In the precedingchapter, welearned
that homosexual sadist and murderer Ger hard Rossbach
was"themostimpor tant singlecontributor tothepre-Hitler
youth movement” and a “hero to nationalistic German
youth.” In the days bef ore Baldur von Schirachdevel oped
the Hitler Youth, Rossbach organized Germany’s largest
youth organization, named the Schilljugend (“Schill
Y outh”) inhonor of afamousPrussian sol dier exe cuted by
Napoleon(ibid:210n).

But Rossbach’s contribution to the Nazis was far
greater than the mere shap ing of young men into Nazi loy-
al ists. ItwasRossbachwhoformedtheorigi nal ter rorist or-
ganization which eventually became the Nazi Storm
Troopers, also known as “Brown Shirts.” Both the Ross-
bach Storm Troop ersand the Schill jugend were notorious
for wear ing brown shirtswhich had been pre pared for Ger-
man co o nia troops, ac quired fromtheold Im perial army
stores (Koehl:19). It is reasonable to suppose that without
Rossbach’s Storm Troopers, Adolf Hitler and the Nazis
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A Freikorps unit marches through a Ger man city.

would never have gained power in Germany. Heiden de-
scribes them:

Rosshach’s troop, roaring, brawling, carousing, smash-
ing windows, shedding blood...was especialy proudto
be dif fer ent from the oth ers. Heines had be longed to it
before joining Hitler; then Rossbach and Heines had
formed a center with Roehm; it led the SA while Hit ler
was under arrest [for leading the Beer Hall Putsch]
(Heiden, 1944:295).

Rosshach’sFreikorps was formed almost exclusively
of homosexuals. As fascist novelist, Edwin Dwinger,
would later declarethrough oneof hischar acters, Captain
Werner, “Freikorps men aren't almost all bachelors for
nothing. Believeme, if therewer en’t so many of their kind,
our ranks would be pretty damn thin” (Theweleit, Vol
1:33). Rossbach’s adjutant, Edmund Heines, was another
ped er ast and acon victed mur derer who later becameErnst
Roehm’ sadjutantinthe SA (hewasal sothe sex ual part ner
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Edmund Heines (cen ter) with Bi cy cle Com pany.

of Rossbach, Roehm and possibly Hitler as well). During
thein ci dent known as“The Night of the Long Knives’ in
which Hit ler killed Roehm and anumber of other SA lead-
ers, Heines was surprised in bed with a young SA recruit
(Gallo:236). Historian Frank Rector describesHeines:

Distinguished by a girl ish faceon
the body of atruck driver, Heines
was an ele gant, suave, and im pec-
cably groomed killer. He liked to
shoot his victims in the face with
his7.65Wal ther auto mat ic or beat
themto deathwithaclub...Inad di-
tion to Heines' value as afirst rate
adjutant, gifted administrative ex-
ecutive, and aggressive and adroit
SA leader, Heines had a marked
tal entasaprocurer [of boys]...gar neringthefair estladsin
theFather landfor...sex ual amusement (Rector:89).




THE PINK SWASTIKA 87

Perhaps because of Edmund Heines' specia taent,
Rossbach assigned him to develop the Schilljugend. Igra
tellshow he prof ited thereby:

Ed mund Heines, the group- leader of the storm troops at
Breslau, wasare pul sive brutewho turned the Nazi head-
quarters of the city into a homosexual brothel. Having
300,000 storm troop ers un der hiscom mand hewasin a
posi tiontoter ror izetheneighbor hood...Oneof hisfavor-

iteruseswasto have mem bersof theyouth or gani zation

indulgeinunnatural practiceswith onean other andthen

threaten their parents that he would denounce these
youths to the police...unless he received...hush money.

Thus Heines not only indulged in homosexual orgies
himself — hewasof ten Roehm’ scon sortinthis— but he
promotedtheviceasalu crativebusi ness(Igra:73).

Ernst Roehm and the Development of the SA

Next to Adolf Hit ler, Ernst Roehm wasthe manin Ger-
many most responsible for the rise of Nazism, indeed of
Hitler himself. Rector writesthat “Hit ler was, to asub stan
tial extent, Roehm’sprotégé’ (Rector:80). A drivingforce
behind the National Socialist movement, Roehm was one
of the early founders of the Nazi Party. Both Roehm and
Hitler had been members of the socialist terrorist group
called the Iron Fist (Heiden, 1944:89).

It was at a meeting of the Iron Fist that Roehm report
edly met himand“saw inHit ler thedemagogueherequired
to mobi lizemasssup port for hissecret army” (Hohne: 20).
WithRoehm’ sback ing, Hitler becamethefirst presi dent of
the Nazi Party in 1921 (ibid.:21). Shortly there af ter, Ross-
bach’ s Freikorps, integrated into the Party first un der Her-
man Goering's and then Roehm's authority, was
trans formed into the dreaded Nazi SA.

In his classic Nazi history, The Rise and Fall of the
Third Reich author Wil liam Shirer de scribes Ernst Roehm
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Hit ler and Roehm share a laugh in the early days of the party.

as*“astocky, bull- necked, piggish- eyed, scar- faced profes
sional sol dier...[and] like so many of the early Nazis, aho-
mosexual” (Shirer:64). Roehm was recruited into
homosexuality by Gerhard Rossbach (Flood:196). Rector
elaborates,

Was not the most out stand ing, most notori ous, of all ho-
mosexuals the cele brated Nazi |leader Ernst Roehm, the
vir ile and manly chief of the SA, the du buddy of Adolf
Hitler from the beginningof hispoliti cal career?[Hitler
al lowed Roehm therare privi lege of ad dressing himwith
thefamiliar form “thou,” indicating inti matefriendship].
Hit ler’ srisehad infact de pended upon Roehm and every-
one knew it. Roehm’'s gay fun and games were certainly
no secret; hisamorousfor aystogay barsand gay Turkish
bathswereri ot ous. What ever anti- homosexual senti ments
may have been expressed by straight Nazis were more
than off set by thereal ity of highly visi ble, spectacular,
gay-loving Roehm. If there were occasional ominous
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rum blingsand grum blingsabout “ all those queers’ inthe
SA and Move ment, and some anti- gay flare- ups, homo-
sexual Nazis felt more-or-less secure in the lap of the
Party. Af ter al, theNational Social ist Party memberwho

wielded the great est power aside from Hit ler was Roehm
(Rector:50f).

Consistent with the elitist philosophies of Benedict
Friedlander, Adolf Brand, and Hans Blueher, Roehm
viewedhomosexual ity asthebasisfor anew soci ety. Louis
Sny der, promi nent histo rian of the Nazi era, writes,

[Roehm] projected aso cial or der inwhichhomo sexu al-
ity would be regarded as a human behavior pattern of
highrepute...heflaunted hishomosexual ity inpubli cand
in sisted that his cro nies do the same. What was needed,

Roehm believed, wasaproud and ar ro gant |ot who could
brawl, carouse, smashwindows, kill and slaughter for the
hell of it. Straights, in his eyes, were not as adept in such
behavioraspracticinghomosexual s(Sny der:55).

Under Roehm, the SA became the instrument of Nazi
terrorism in German society. It was officialy founded on
August 3, 1921, ostensibly as a “ Special section for gym-
nasticsand sport,” butin hisfirst di rectivetothegroup, Hit-
ler defined the SA’ s pur pose as“ ameansof defensefor the
move ment, but above all atrain ing school for thecoming
strug glefor lib erty” (Heiden, 1935:82f).

Historian Thomas Fuchs reports that “The principle
functionof thisarmy-likeor gani zationwasbeat ing up any-
onewho op posed theNazis, and Hit ler believed thiswasa
job best undertakenby homosexuals’ (Fuchs.48f). Atfirst
serving simply to protect the Nazis' own meetings from
disruptions by rivals and troublemakers, the SA soon ex-
panded its strong-arm tac ticsto ad vance Nazi pol i ciesand
philosophies. In a 1921 speech in Munich, Hitler set the
stage for this activity: “[the] National Socialistmovement
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will in future ruthlessly prevent if necessary by force all
meet ingsor lec turesthat arelikely to distract the minds of
our fellow citizens...” In Mein Kampf, Hitler describes an
inci dent (when hismenwereat tacked by Com mu nistsad-
ver saries) whichheconsideredthebaptismal act of the SA:

When | en tered the lobby of
the Hofbrauhaus a quarter
to eight, | no longer had any
doubts as to the questionof
sabotage...Thehall wasvery
crowded...The small assault
section was waiting for me
inthelabby...l had the doors
to the hall shut, and ordered
my men — some forty-five
or -six — to stand at atten
tion...my men from the As-
sault Section — from that
day known as the SA —
launched their attack. Like
wolves in packs of eight or
ten, they threw them selvesontheir ad ver sariesagainand
again, overwhelming them with blows...In five minutes
everyone wes cov ered with blood. These were real men,
whom | learned to ap preci ateonthat oc casion. They were
led by my courageousMaurice. Hess, my pri vatesecre
tary, and many oth erswho were badly hurt pressed the at-
tack as long as they were able to stay on their feet

(Hitler:504f).

In all actions the SA bore Roehm’s trademark of un-
abashed sadism. Max Gallo de scribestheor gani zation:

What ever the SA engagein—whether they aretorturinga
prisoner, cut ting thethroat of anad ver sary or pil lagingan
apart ment — they be haveasif they arewithin their rights,

as arti sansof theNazi victory...They arethe SA, beyond
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criti cism. AsRoehm him self said many times: “ The bat-
talions of Brown Shirts were the train ing school of Na-
tional Socia ism" (Gall0:38).

Thefavor ite meet ing place of the SA wasa®gay” bar in
Munich called the Bratwurstgloeckl where Roehm kept a
reservedtable (Hohne:82). Thiswasthesametav ernwhere
some of the early meet ings of the Nazi Party had been held
(Rector:69). At the Bratwurstgloeckl, Roehm and assock
ates— Edmund Heines, Karl Erngt, Ernst’ spart ner Captain
[Paul] Rohrbein, Cap tain Petersdorf, Count Ernst Helldorf
— would meet to plan and strategize. These were the men
who orchestrated the Nazi campaign of intimidation and
ter ror. All of themwereho mo sex ual (Heiden, 1944:371).

Indeed, homosexuality was al that qualified many of
thesemen for their po si tionsinthe SA. Heinrich Himmler
would later com plain of this: “Doesit not con sti tute adan-
ger to the Nazi move ment if it can be said that Nazi lead ers
are chosen for sexual reasons?’ (Gallo:68). Himmler was
not so much opposed to homosexuality it self asto the fact
that non-qualified people were given high rank based on
their homo sex ual relationswith Roehm and oth ers. For ex-
ample, SA Obergruppenfuehrer (Lieutenant General) Karl
Ernst,amil i tant homo sex ual, had beenahotel door manand
a waiter before joining the SA. “Karl Ernst is not yet
thirty-five, writes Gallo, he com mands 250,000 men...heis
simply asadist,acommonthug, transformedintoarespon
si bleof ficial” (ibid.:50f). Later, Ernst becameamem ber of
theGer manPar liament (Machtan: 185). Gallo writes,

Roehm, as the head of 2,500,000 Storm Troops had sur -
rounded him self with astaff of per verts. Hischiefs, men
of rank of Gruppenfuehrer or Obergruppenfuehrer, com
mandingunitsof sev eral hundredthousandStorm Troop-
ers, wereal mostwithout ex ceptionhomosexuals. Indeed,
unlessaStorm Troop of fi cer werehomo sex ual hehadno
chanceof advancement” (K nick erbocker:55).
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Otto Friedrich’s analysis in
Bef oretheDel ugeissimi lar:

Under Rohm, the SA lead er ship
acquired a rather special qual-
ity, how ever, for the crude and
blusteringOberster SA Fuehrer
wasalsoafer vent homo sex ual,
and he liked to surround him-
sdlf, inall the po si tions of com-
mand, with men of smilar

persuasions (Friedrich:327).

Inthe SA, theHel lenicideal
of masculine homosexua su- Karl Emst
premacy and militarism had fi-
nally beenreal ized. “Theirswasavery masculinebrand of
homosexuality,” writes homosexualist historian Alfred
Rowse, “they lived in a male world, without women, a
world of campsand marching, ral liesand sports. They had
their own relaxations, andtheMunich SA becamenotork
ouson ac count of them” (Rowse:214). Thesimi lar ity of the
SA to Friedlander’ sand Brand sdream of Hel lenicrevival
is not coincidental. In addition to being a founder of the
Nazi Party, Ernst Roehm wasalead ing mem ber of theSoci-
ety for Hu man Rights, an off shoot of theCommunity of the
Elite (J. Katz:632).

The relaxations to which Rowse refers in the above
quote were, of course, the homosexual activities (many of
them ped er astic) for which the SA and the CE werebothfa
mous. Hohne writes,

[Roehm)] used the SA for ends other than the purely po liti-
cal. SA contact men kept their Chief of Staff sup pliedwith
suit able part ners, and at thefirst sign of infi del ity onthe
part of aRoehm favor ite, he would be bludg eoned down
by one of the SA mo bile squads. The head pimp was a
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Emile Maurice, Pe ter Granninger and Storm Trooper Schiedermeier
at a re union of the Old Guard, March 11, 1934. Maurice was Hit ler’s
homosexual chauffeur. Granninger was a pederast who recruited
boys from the lo cal high school.

shop assistant named Peter Granninger, who had been
one of Roehm'’s partners...and was now given cover in
the SA Intél li gence Section. For amonthly sal ary of 200
marks he kept Roehm supplied with new friends, his
main hunting ground being GeiselaHigh School Munich;
from this school he re cruited no fewer than eleven boys,
whom he first tried out and then took to Roehm
(Hohne:82).

Although the original SA chapter in Munich was the
most notori ous, other SA chap terswerea so centersof ho-
mosex ua activity.InPoliti cal ViolenceandtheRiseof Na
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zism, Rich ard Bessel notesthat the Silesian di vi sion of the
SA was a hotbed of perversion from 1931 onward
(Bessal:61).

Roehm and his closest SA associates were among the
minority of Nazi homosexuals who did not take wives.
Whether for convention, for procreation, or smply for cow-
ering up their sexual proclivities, most of the Nazi homo
sexuals had married. Some, like Reinhard Heydrich and
Baldur von Schirach, mar ried only af ter beinginvolvedin
homosexual scandals, but often these men, who so hated
femininity, maintained a facade of heterosexua respect
abil ity through out their lives. AsMachtan notes, “ That Hit-
ler...encouraged many of them to marry should not be
surprising: every conspiracy requires camouflage”
(Machtan:24). Thesewereempty mar riages, how ever, epit-
o mized by onewife’scom ment: “ The only part of my hus-
band I’m famil iar withishisback” (Theweleit:3).

As we have seen, then, the SA was in many respectsa
creation of Ger many’ shomo sex ual movement, just asthe
Nazi Party was in many ways a creation of the SA. Before
wetakeacloser ook at thefor mationand early yearsof the
Nazi Party, we must examine two other very important
movementswhich contrib utedto Nazism. Thesearetheoc
cult Theosophical-Ariosophical movement, and the intel-
lectual movement which created the National Socialist
phi loso phy. Both of thesemovements, whichareintegral to
our understanding of the Nazi Party and its actions, were
alsoheavilyinfluencedby homosexuals.



