
om ose xual’ was re pug nant to him, be cause it re minded him 
of the ‘fai ries’ in Hirsch feld's Com mit tee, and he re quested
Brand never to men tion his name in such a con text”
(Ooster huis and Ken nedy:34).

Fried lander de scribed het ero sexu als and ef femi nate ho -
mo sexu als as Kum mer lings (puny be ings). The Ulrichs-
 Hirschfeld school be lieved that both ho mo sexu al ity and
het ero sexu al ity were equal and le giti mate forms of sex ual
love. How ever, the Brand-Friedlander school be lieved that
eros (sex ual love) had a ris ing scale of worth, with het ero -
sexu al ity at the bot tom and ped er asty at the top. Steak ley
writes, “For the Com mu nity, how ever, het ero sex ual re la -
tions were rele gated to purely pro crea tive ends and the
esthetic su pe ri or ity of pe do phile re la tions was as serted”
(Steak ley:46). In other words, het ero sexu als were val ued
only as “breed ers.” 

Friedlander also quoted from Gus tov Jager who ar gued
that, in con trast to the “Fems,” mas cu line ho mo sexu als
were Ue ber maen ner (su per men), su pe rior to het ero sexu als
be cause they were even more mas cu line (Ooster huis and
Ken nedy:87). Some of the ped er asts of the Com mu nity of
the Elite did not con sid er them selves ho mo sexu als at all,
de clar ing the “love of friends” and ho mo sexu al ity two dif -
fer ent phe nom ena (ibid.:86). 

Friedlander for a time was a mem ber of both the Com -
mu nity of the Elite and the SHC. A re view of his ar ti cles
writ ten for the SHC re veal that he en deav ored to con vince
the mem bers of the group that they were not go ing far
enough: the SHC sim ply wanted the “right to pri vacy,” but
the Com mu nity of the Elite wanted a com plete trans for ma -
tion of Ger many from a Ju deo-Chris tian so ci ety to a
Greco- Uranian one. But the lead er ship of the SHC was
never con vinced. The two phi loso phies were just too dif fer -
ent. In 1906 Fried lander left the SHC and, hop ing to dis -
credit Hirsch feld, strongly hinted that Hirsch feld and other
lead ers of the SHC had mis man aged the Com mit tee’s
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funds. But this was not the real rea son for his de par ture.
Steak ley writes, 

The mem ber ship of the Com mu nity re al ized that the
Com mit tee's pe ti tion, which called for the le gali za tion of
same- sex re la tions only be tween those over the age of
six teen, ne glected their in ter ests. They were also af -
fronted by Hirsch feld's per sonal ef femi nacy and his
sweep ing clas si fi ca tion of all ho mo sexu als in one cate -
gory [as “Fems”] (Steak ley:47f).

    

Af ter his falling- out with Hirsch feld and the lead ers of
the SHC, Fried lander con tin ued to try to sway its mem bers
re gard ing ped er asty as well as to at tract its fi nan cial sup -
port ers to the Com mu nity of the Elite. In 1907, Fried lander
pub lished an ar ti cle in Der Ei gene with a long but re veal ing
ti tle: “Mem oirs for the Friends and Con tribu tors of the
Scientific- Humanitarian Com mit tee in the Name of the
Suc ces sion of the Scientific- Humanitarian Com mit tee.” In
the ar ti cle, Fried lander said that the Greek “love of youth”
(ped er asty) was the cause of Para graph 175. He said that the 
law was not en acted be cause of men, but rather be cause of
their jeal ous wives and mis tresses who viewed young boys
“as a kind of un fair com pe ti tion” (Jour nal of Ho mo sexu al -
ity, Jan.-Feb. 1991). In the same ar ti cle Fried lander writes, 

Let us just un der stand that no one can be a good edu ca tor
who does not love his pu pils! And let us not lie to our -
selves that in love the so- called “spiri tual” ele ment can
ever be com pletely de tached from its physio logi cal foun -
da tion. It is an eter nal ver ity: only a good ped er ast can be
a com plete peda gogue (Fried lander in Oooster huis and
Ken nedy:77ff).

Bene dict Fried lander died in 1908 at the age of 42, but
his in flu ence on the Ger man ho mo sex ual move ment en -
dured. In 1934, just one year af ter Adolf Hit ler came to
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power, a man named Kurt HildeBrandt ech oed Fried lan -
der’s views in a book ti tled Norm En tar tung Ver fall (“Ideal
- De gen era tion - Ruin”). In 1934 HildeBrandt was a leader
in the So ci ety for Hu man Rights (SHR), a spinoff of the
Com mu nity of the Elite. He re ferred to Fried lander as his
“mas ter” and as serted that Greek ped er asty had led to “an
en hance ment of mas cu lin ity” (Steak ley:49). In Norm En -
tar tung Ver fall, HildeBrandt pres ents the Brand-
Friedlander the ory that mas cu line ho mo sexu als are the
ideal; a mas ter race of be ings, and that ef femi nate ho mo -
sexu als are, in fact, de gen era tions of the ideal. HildeBrandt
de clares that the mas cu line type is the one that “Na ture” in -
tended to rule the world, but that the ef femi nate types were
freaks of na ture who would bring any Hel lenic so ci ety to
de struc tion. HildeBrandt writes, 

It is in com pre hen si ble that these forms should be con fused 
with that type of ho mo sexu al ity about which such a ruckus 
is made to day. The lat ter arises con trar ily in groups of ef -
femi nate men; it coun ter acts mili tary and in tel lec tual
man li ness...and is cer tain of ruin (HildeBrandt :207).

In many ways it is Fried lan der’s the ory of ho mo sexu al -
ity that we see im ple mented in the poli cies of the Na zis. Al -
though there were ob vi ous ex cep tions made for po liti cal
rea sons, there is evi dence to sug gest that only the ef femi -
nate ho mo sexu als were mis treated un der the Nazi re gime -- 
and usu ally at the hands of mas cu line ho mo sexu als. (We
will con sid er the in tern ment of “Roehm’s Aven gers” --
“Butch” ho mo sexu als of the SA in terned  in the wake of the
Roehm purge -- in a later sec tion).  Some his to ri ans, such as 
James Steak ley, see Fried lander's in flu ence in Adolf
Hitler’s own phi loso phy of ho mo sexu al ity as well. Steak -
ley writes, 

Hit ler, on the other hand, was the Nazi vi sion ary...and
there is a truly strik ing af fin ity be tween his views on ho -
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mo sexu al ity and those of Fried lander and [Hans] Bluher.
These male su prema cists wanted to cre ate a new Hel las
peo pled by strong, na ked, but chaste men, in spired by
hero ism and ca pa ble of lead er ship (Steak ley:119).

The Rift Widens

It is clear that Adolf Brand's Com mu nity of the Elite
wanted noth ing to do with Ul richs’ the ory of an ima mu lie -
bris in cor pore vi rili in clusa (“a fe male soul con fined in a
male body”). They per ceived them selves as fully mas cu line 
and de spised eve ry thing fe male and ef femi nate. For many
years, Ul richs’ “Fem” fac tion had domi nated the Ger man
ho mo sex ual move ment. But dur ing this time, the rift be -
tween the “Butches” and the “Fems” grew in creas ingly
wider as the re vival of Hel lenic pa gan val ues be gan to
trans form Ger man so ci ety.

As early as 1908, Hirsch feld wrote that the scan dals and 
di vi sion of opin ion be tween the “Butches” and “Fems” was 
dam ag ing the ho mo sex ual cause in Ger many. He criti cized
the Com mu nity of the Elite for be ing anti- feminist. In 1914, 
re flect ing the in crease of ten sions, Hirsch feld char ac ter ized 
the Com mu nity of the Elite as “ex ag ger ated side- currents”
and “fa nat ics” (Ooster huis and Ken nedy:24f). At this point
Hirsch feld still con trolled the move ment, but some where
be tween 1914 and 1920 the “Butches” be came a se ri ous po -
liti cal force them selves. In 1920, they formed the So ci ety
for Hu man Rights. The ti tle seems to lay claim to what had
be come the Scientific- Humanitarian Com mittee’s trade -
mark: po liti cal ac tiv ism un der the ban ner of “gay rights.”
Two years later the new SHR pub lished the fol low ing, now
mili tant, call to arms: 

We no longer want only a few sci en tists [i.e., Hirsch feld
et al.] strug gling for our cause, we want to dem on strate
our strength our selves. Here we stand, de mand ing that
which is our right — and who would dare chal lenge us?
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For this rea son we must work stead ily and eve ry one must
take their part in our work. No ho mo sex ual should be ab -
sent -- rich or poor, worker or scholar, dip lo mat or busi -
ness man. We can not de prive our selves of any sup port.
There fore join us, swell our ranks bef ore it is too late. At
Easter we must show whether we have de vel oped into a
fight ing or gani za tion or just a so cial club. He who does
not march with us is against us (Steak ley:76f).

    

Here we can see the mili ta ris tic tone of the “Butch” fac -
tion and sense its ea ger ness to wrest con trol of the move -
ment from the SHC. Jona than Katz rec ords, in Gay
Ameri can His tory, that “[the SHR be came] the larg est of
the Gay groups in Ger many dur ing the 1920s, one that
aimed at be ing a ‘mass’ or gani za tion, and it criti cized
Hirsch feld’s sci en tific ap proach” (J. Katz:632). Bear in
mind that these were also the early years of the Nazi Party,
an or gani za tion which shared some found ing mem bers with 
the SHR. In creas ingly, the Nazi Party be came the ve hi cle
with which the “Butches” op posed Hirsch feld. In July of
1927, af ter a Nazi Party mem ber made a speech at tack ing
the SHC, Hirsch feld wrote in the SHC news let ter, “We fur -
ther feel obliged to ur gently re quest of our nu mer ous mem -
bers in the Na tional So cial ist Ger man Work ers Party...that
they vig or ously call their dele gates [to the Reichstag] to or -
der” (Steak ley:91). The rather des per ate tone of
Hirschfeld’s com plaint re flects the re al ity that his fac tion
had by this time lost con trol.

To some ex tent, the ho mo sexu als of the SHC may have
brought on them selves the later wrath of the Na zis. In the
1920s and 30s the po liti cal ene mies of the Na zis used the
Na zis’ ho mo sex ual scan dals against them, hurt ing the par -
ty’s ef fort to gain le giti macy. Sto ries were printed in the
news pa pers con tain ing “in side” in for ma tion about ho mo -
sex ual ac tivi ties among the Nazi lead ers. The most note -
wor thy ex am ple of this tac tic was when docu men ta tion of
Ernst Roehm’s pro cliv ity for boys, in the form of hand writ -
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ten let ters from Roehm him self, was leaked to the So cial
Demo crat news pa pers (Ooster huis and Ken nedy:239n). 

The So cial Demo crat Party, of course, was the home of
many of the ef femi nate ho mo sexu als, which the Na zis well
knew. It is likely that they sus pected some of the in side in -
for ma tion against them had come from Hirsch feld’s camp.
This was proba bly an ac cu rate sur mise. Steak ley writes that 
“Hirsch feld was later sorely dis cred ited within the ho mo -
sex ual com mu nity of Ger many when it was re vealed that he 
at least oc ca sion ally ‘leaked’ in for ma tion on ho mo sexu als
to the press” (Steak ley:64).

This may help to ex plain why the Na zis bore such en -
mity against the “Fems,” and why they tar geted cer tain of
these ho mo sexu als for per se cu tion. How ever, the Na zis
needed no spe cial jus ti fi ca tion for re venge. The fact that the 
SHC had made op po si tion to ped er asty an es sen tial tenet of
their po liti cal strat egy was enough. Though not a Nazi, the
“Butch” ho mo sex ual poet, Ste fan George, summed up the
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at ti tude of the anti- Hirschfeld camp, say ing, “It should be
ap par ent that we have noth ing to do with those far from
charm ing peo ple who whim per for the re peal of cer tain
laws, for the most re volt ing at tacks against us [ped er asts]
have is sued from pre cisely these cir cles” (George in
Steakley:49). 

As we can see, un der stand ing the “gay rights” move -
ment in Ger many is es sen tial to a com plete un der stand ing
of the for ma tion of the Nazi Party and the poli cies of the
Third Reich. In turn, un der stand ing the Ger man “gay
rights” move ment re quires an ap pre cia tion of the ri valry
be tween the two dis tinct ho mo sex ual fac tions: the
Ulrichs/Hirsch feld “Fems” and the Brand /Fried lander/
Roehm “Butches.” Their con test for domi na tion of the “gay 
rights” move ment ended when the “Butches” of the Nazi
Party came to power in 1933 and be gan to con struct the
Third Reich. They had re al ized their dream of a re vived
Hel lenic cul ture of ul tramas cu line mili ta rism, a dream that
was to prove a night mare for all those who fell short of the
Nazi ideal. 

Hans Blueher and the Wandervoegel

“In Ger many,” writes Mosse, “ideas of ho mo sexu al ity
as the ba sis of a bet ter so ci ety can be found at the turn of the
cen tury within the Ger man Youth Move ment” (Mosse:87).
In deed, at the same time that Brand and Fried lander were
be gin ning to ar ticu late their dream of a neo- Hellenic Ger -
many to the masses, a youth ful sub cul ture of boys and
young men was al ready be gin ning to act out its ba sic
themes un der the lead er ship of men like Karl Fischer, Wil -
helm Jan sen and youth leader Hans Blue her. In Sex ual Ex -
pe ri ence Be tween Men and Boys, ho mo sexu al ist his to rian
Parker Ross man writes, 
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In Cen tral Europe...there was an other ef fort to re vive the
Greek ideal of peda gogic ped er asty, in the move ment of
Wan der ing Youth [Wan der voe gel]. Mod ern gay-
 homosexuality also can trace some of its roots to that
move ment of men and boys who wan dered around the
coun try side, hik ing and sing ing hand- in- hand, en joy ing
na ture, life to gether, and their sexu al ity. Ul ti mately Hit -
ler used and trans formed the move ment — much as the
Ro mans had abused the paid er as tia  of the an cient Greeks 
— ex pand ing and build ing upon its ro man ti cism as a ba -
sis for the Nazi Party (Ross man:103).

    

An other ho mo sexu al ist, Rich ard Mills, ex plains in Gay
Roots: Twenty Years of Gay Sun shine how the Wan der voe -
gel move ment traces its roots to an in for mal hik ing and
camp ing so ci ety of young men started in 1890 by a fifteen-
 year- old stu dent named Her mann Hoff man. For sev eral
years the open- air life style of these boys grew in creas ingly
popu lar. They de vel oped their own form of greet ing, the
“Heil” sa lute, and “much of the vo cabu lary...[which] was
later ap pro pri ated by the Na zis” (Mills:168). Early in its de -
vel op ment, the move ment at tracted the at ten tion of ho mo -
sex ual men, in clud ing the ped er asts who be longed to the
Com mu nity of the Elite. In 1901 a  teacher by the name of
Karl Fischer (who, as we have men tioned, called him self
der Fue hrer) for mal ized the move ment un der the name
Wan der voe gel (Koch:25, Mills:153). 

Hans Blue her, then just sev en teen years old, or gan ized
the most am bi tious Wan der voe gel ex cur sion to that date in
1905. It was on this trip that Blue her met Wil helm Jan sen,
one of the origi nal found ers of the Com mu nity of the Elite.
At this time the Wan der voe gel num bered fewer than one
hun dred young men, but even tu ally the number of youths
in volved in Wan der voe gel-type groups in Europe reached
60,000.

Wi l  he lm Jan  sen  be  c a m e  an  in  f lu  en  t i a l
l e a d e r  i n  t h e  Wan der voe gel, but ru mors of his ho mo -
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sexu al ity dis turbed Ger man so ci ety. In 1911, Jan sen ad -
dressed the is sue in a cir cu lar to Wan der voe gel par ents.
Jan sen told them, “As long as they con duct them selves
prop erly with your sons, you will have to ac cus tom your -
selves to the pres ence of so- called ho mo sexu als in your
ranks” (Mills:167). Hans Blue her fur ther sub stan ti ated the
fact that the move ment had be come a ve hi cle for ho mo sex -
ual re cruit ment of boys with his pub li ca tion of The Ger man
Wan der voe gel Move ment as an Erotic Phe nome non in
1914 (Rec tor:39f). Mills writes, 

[T]he Wan der voe gel of -
fered youth the chance to 
es cape bour geois Ger -
man so ci ety by re treat -
ing back to na ture...But
how was this ac com -
plished? What made it
pos si ble for the life style
cre ated within the Wan -
der voe gel to dif fer sig -
nifi cantly from its
bour geois par ent? The
an swer is sim ple: the
Wan der voe gel was
founded upon ho mo sex -
ual, as op posed to het -
ero sex ual sen ti ments
...In or der to un der stand
the suc cess of the move -
ment, one must ac -
knowl edge the
ho mo sex ual com po nent
of its lead ers...Just as the lead ers were at tracted to the
boys, so were the boys at tracted to their lead ers. In both
cases the at trac tion was sexu ally based (Mills 152-53).
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Like many of the “Butch” ho mo sex u als Blueher had
mar ried but only for the pur pose of pro cre ation. “Woe to
the man who has placed his fate in the hands of a woman,”
he wrote. “Woe to the civ i li za tion that is sub jected to
womens’ in flu ence” (Blueher in Igra:95).
 Fore shadowing the Nazi re gime, Blueher “saw male
bond ing as cru cial to the for ma tion of male elites,” writes
homosexualist his to rian War ren Johansson. “The dis ci -
pline, the com rade ship, the will ing ness of the in di vid ual to
sac ri fice him self for the na tion -- all these are de ter mined
by the ho mo erotic in fra struc ture of the male so ci ety”
(Johansson:816). Mills adds that Blueher “be lieved that
male ho mo sex u al ity was the foun da tion upon which all
forms of na tion-states are built” (Mills:152). Blueher called 
his hy po thet i cal po lit i cal fig ures “he roic males,” mean ing
self-accepting mas cu line ho mo sex u als. It is pre cisely this
con cept of the “he roic male” that prompts Steakley to com -
pare Adolf Hit ler’s views to those of Blueher and
Friedlander.

But this is not the only in stance in which the views of
Blueher and Friedlander co in cide. Like Friedlander,
Blueher be lieved that ho mo sex u als were the best teach ers
of chil dren. “There are five sex ual types of men, rang ing
from the ex clu sively het ero sex ual to the ex clu sively ho mo -
sex ual,” writes Blueher. “The ex clu sive het ero sex ual is the
one least suited to teach young peo ple...[but ex clu sive ho -
mo sex u als] are the fo cal point of all youth or ga ni za tions”
(ibid.:154). 

Blueher was also anti-Semitic. In writ ing about his visit
with Magnus Hirschfeld and the SHC, Blueher den i grated
Hirschfeld’s egal i tar ian views, com plain ing that “con cepts
like rank, race, phys i og nomy... things of im por tance to me
-- were sim ply not ap pli ca ble in this cir cle.” Igra adds  that
“[a]ccording to Blueher, Ger many was de feated [in W.W.I] 
be cause the homosexualist way of life (die
maennerbuendische Welt an schau ung) had been con sid er -
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ably ne glected and war like vir tues had de gen er ated un der
the ad vance of dem o cratic ideas, the in creas ing pres tige of
fam ily life...the grow ing in flu ence of women “and, above
all, the Jews” (em pha sis ours -- Igra:97).  

Im por tantly, Blueher’s hos til ity to wards the Jews was
not pri mar ily based on a ra cial the ory but on their re jec tion
of ho mo sex u al ity.  Igra writes,

Soon af ter the de feat [of Ger many in W.W.I] Blue her de -
liv ered a lec ture to a group of Wan der voe gel, which he
him self had founded. The lec ture was en ti tled “The Ger -
man Reich, Jewry and So cial ism.” He said: ‘There is no
peo ple whose des tiny...so closely re sem bles ours as that of 
the Jews.’ The Jews were con quered by the Ro mans, lost
their State and be came only a race whose ex is tence is
main tained through the fam ily. The pri mary cause of this
col lapse, he says, was that the Jews had failed to base their
State on the ho moerotic male com mu nity and had staked
all on the fam ily life, with its nec es sary con comi tant of
women’s en cour age ment of the civic and so cial and spiri -
tual vir tues in their men folk rather than the war like quali -
ties (ibid.:97).

Though largely ne glected by his to ri ans, Blue her was
enor mously im por tant to Nazi cul ture.  Igra writes that in
the Third Reich “Blue her...[was] adopted by the Na zis as an 
apos tle of so cial re form. And one of his dis ci ples, Pro fes sor 
Al fred Bauem ler...[be came] Di rec tor of the Po liti cal In sti -
tute at the Uni ver sity of Ber lin” (ibid.:75).  Writ ing bef ore
the col lapse of the Third Reich, he adds that “[Blue her’s
teach ing] has been sys tem ati cally in cul cated by the Nazi
Press, es pe cially Himm ler's of fi cial or gan, Das Schwarze
Korps, and has been adopted in prac tice as the ba sis of Ger -
man so cial or gani za tion. The Nazi élite are be ing brought
up in seg re gated male com mu ni ties called Or dens bur gen.
These are to re place the fam ily as the ground work on which 
the state is to rest” (Igra:87). The all- male so cie ties of these
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Or dens bur gen (Or der Cas tles) were fash ioned af ter the
Wan der voe gel. 

Through his in flu ence in the Wan der voe gel and later as
a fas cist theo re ti cian, Hans Blue her must be rec og nized as a 
ma jor force in the re shap ing of Ger many.  This (and the ho -
mo sexu al ity of other Wan der voe gel lead ers) is ac knowl -
edged by ho mo sexu al ist author Frank Rec tor:

Blue her's case fur ther ex plains why many Nazi Gays
were at tracted to Hit ler and his shrill anti-Semitism, for
many gen tile ho mo sexu als were rabidly anti-
 Semitic...Gays in the youth move ment who es poused
anti-Semitism, chau vin ism, and the Fue hrer Prin zip
(Leader Prin ci ple) were not- so- incipient Fas cists. They
helped cre ate a fer tile ground for Hit ler’s move ment and,
later, be came one of its main sources of ad her ents....A
sub stan tial number of those Wan der voe gel lead ers were
known ho mo sexu als, and many oth ers were al leg edly
gay (or bi sex ual) (Rec tor:40).

    

From Boy Scouts to Brownshirts

In the in tro duc tion to his book The Pink Tri an gle, ho -
mo sex ual author Rich ard Plant writes of his own ex pe ri -
ence in a  Wan der voe gel-type group called “Rov ers.” “In
such broth er hoods,” writes Plant, “a few ado les cents had
lit tle af fairs, misty and ro man tic ses sions around a blaz ing
fire...Other boys...talked openly about ‘g oing with friends’
and en joy ing it. The lead ers of these groups tended to dis re -
gard the re la tion ships blos som ing around them -- un less
they par tici pated” (Plant:3). 

Blueher him self de scribed the ho mo sex ual qual ity of
the group as fol lows:

The Wandervoegel move ment in spired the youth all
around dur ing the first six years of its ex is tence, with out
awak ing the slight est sus pi cion...to wards its own mem -
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bers...Only very sel dom might one might no tice one of the
lead ers rais ing ques tions of why he and his com rades did -
n’t want any girls....[later] the name Wandervoegel was
men tioned in the same breath as the words “ped er asty
club” (Blueher:23f). 

Richard Plant’s remi nis cences also sub stan ti ate that the
Wan der voe gel groups served as a train ing ground for Na -
zis. He re calls his friend in the Rov ers, “Ferdi, who ex -
plained and dem on strated the mys ter ies of sex to me and
my friends.” Plant was later shocked, he says, upon re turn -
ing to Ger many from abroad “to see Ferdi wear ing a brown
shirt with a red, white and black swas tika arm band”
(ibid.:4). 

E.Y. Hart shorne, in Ger man Youth and the Nazi Dream
of Vic tory rec ords the rec ol lec tions of a former Wan der -
voe gel mem ber who con firms that the or gani za tion was the
source of im por tant ele ments of Nazi cul ture. Our knowl -
edge of the in flu ence of the Com mu nity of the Elite on the
Wan der voe gel may pro vide us in sight into the cryp tic com -
ment at the end of the tes ti mony: 

We lit tle sus pected then what power we had in our hands.
We played with the fire that had set a world in flames, and
it made our hearts hot. Mys ti cism and eve ry thing mys ti cal
had do min ion over us. It was in our ranks that the word
Fue hrer origi nated, with its mean ing of blind obe di ence
and de vo tion. The word Bund arose with us too, with its
mys te ri ous un der tone of con spir acy. And I shall never for -
get how in those early days we pro nounced the word Ge -
mein schaft [”com mu nity”] with a trem bling throaty note
of ex cite ment, as though it hid a deep se cret (Hart -
shorne:12).

    

In deed, not only did the grown- up former mem bers of
the Wan der voe gel become one of Hit ler’s main sources of
sup port ers in his rise to power, but the move ment it self be -
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came the core of a Nazi in sti tu tion: the Hitler- Jugend
(Hitler Youth). So ram pant had ho mo sexu al ity be come in
the move ment by this time that The Rheinische Zei tung , a
promi nent Ger man news pa per, warned, “Par ents, pro tect
your sons from ‘phys ical prepa ra tions’ in the Hit ler
Youth,” a sar cas tic ref er ence to prob lems of ho mo sexu al ity 
in the or gani za tion (Bur leigh and Wip per man:188). Sadly,
the boys them selves had by this time been com pletely in -
doc tri nated by their ho mo sex ual mas ters. Waite writes, 

With the ex cep tion of Ehr hardt, Ger hard Ross bach, sa -
dist, mur derer, and ho mo sex ual was the most ad mired
hero of na tion al is tic Ger man youth. “In Ehr hardt, but also 
in Ross bach,” says a popu lar book on the youth move -
ment, “we see the Fue hrer of our youth. These men have
be come the Ideal Man, idol ized...and hon ored as can only 
hap pen when the per son al ity of an in di vid ual counts for
more than any thing else"...the most im por tant sin gle con -
tribu tor of the pre- Hit ler youth move ment [was] Ger hard
Ross bach (Waite, 1969:210f).
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Hans Pe ter Bleuel, in Sex and So ci ety in Nazi Ger -
many, points out that most of the adult su per vi sors of the
Hit ler Youth were also SA of fi cers (who were al most ex -
clu sively ho mo sex ual). Rec tor states that Baldur von
Schirach, leader of the Hit ler Youth or gani za tion, was re -
port edly bi sex ual (Rec tor:56). In Ger many’s Na tional
Vice, Jew ish his to rian Sam uel Igra con firms this, say ing
Schi rach was ar rested by the po lice for per verse sex ual
prac tices and lib er ated on the in ter ven tion of Hit ler, who
soon af ter ward made him leader of the Hit ler Youth
(Igra:72). Igra fur ther states that Schi rach was known as
“the baby” among the in ner ped er ast clique around Hit ler
(ibid.:74). Rem pel re ports that Schi rach al ways sur rounded
him self with a guard of hand some young men (Rem pel:88). 
Psy chia trist Wal ter Lan ger in his 1943 se cret war time re -
port, The Mind of Adolf Hit ler, also writes of Schi ra ch’s re -
puted ho mo sexu al ity (Lan ger:99). 
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In 1934, the Ge stapo re ported forty cases of ped er asty in
just one troop of the Hit ler Youth. Bleuel writes of the case
of one su per vi sor, a 20- year- old man who was dis missed
from the Hit ler Youth in 1938. Yet he was trans ferred to the 
Na tional So cial ist Fly ing Corps (Civil Air Pa trol) “and was
as signed to su per vise work by mem bers of the Hit ler Youth
Glid ing As so cia tion and even tu ally de tained to help with
physi cal check- ups — a griev ous temp ta tion. The man was
once again caught sodom iz ing young men, but was not dis -
missed from the NSFK” (the Na tional So cial ist Fly ing
Corps) - Bleuel:119). 

Con di tions were es sen tially the same in 1941.  Bleuel
re ports of an other ho mo sex ual fly ing in struc tor in volved in
“at least ten cases of ho mo sexu al ity with stu dent pi lots of
the Hit ler Youth” and “a stu dent teacher and stu dent
...[who] had com mit ted twenty- eight proven acts of in de -
cency with twenty boys at Hit ler Youth and Young Folk
camps” (ibid.:119).  He adds that “[t]hese cases were only
the tip of the ice berg, for few mis de mean ors within the
Party be came pub li c in later years and even fewer came to
trial” (ibid.:119). 

The preva lence of ho mo sexu al ity in the Hit ler Youth is
also con firmed by his to rian Ger hard Rem pel in his book
Hit ler’s Chil dren: Hit ler Youth and the SS: 

Ho mo sexu al ity, mean while, con tin ued on into the war
years when Hit ler Jugend boys fre quently be came vic -
tims of mo les ta tions at the hands of their SS tu tors;
Himm ler con sis tently took a hard line against it pub licly
but was quite will ing to miti gate his pen al ties pri vately
and keep every in ci dent as se cret as pos si ble (Rem -
pel:51f).

    

This last quote from Rem pel raises two im por tant
points which will be ad dressed at greater length later in the
book, but de serve at least some men tion here. The first
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point is that Hein rich Himm ler, who is of ten cited as be ing
rep re sen ta tive of the Nazi re gi me’s al leged ha tred of ho mo -
sexu als, was ob vi ously not overly con cerned about
homosex ual oc cur rences in the ranks of his own or gani za -
tion. The sec ond point is that this ho mo sex ual ac tiv ity con -
tin ued long af ter Hit ler had sup pos edly purged
ho mo sexu als from the Nazi re gime (in 1934) and pro moted
strict poli cies against ho mo sexu al ity (from 1935 on). As we 
shall see later, these poli cies were pri mar ily for pub li c re la -
tions and were largely un en forced.

An in ter est ing side line to the story of the Hit ler Youth
il lus trates both the con trol of the youth move ment by ped -
er asts and the fun da men tal re la tion ship be tween ho mo -
sexu al ity and Na zism. In Great Brit ain, the pro- Nazis
formed the Anglo- German Fel low ship (AGF). The AGF
was headed by Brit ish ho mo sexu als Guy Fran cis de Moncy
Bur gess and Cap tain John Rob ert Mac na mara. Brit ish His -
to rian John Rem pel re lates how Bur gess, Mac na mara and
J.H. Sharp, the Church of Eng land’s Arch- deacon for
South ern Europe, took a trip to Ger many to at tend a Hit ler
Youth camp. Cos tello writes, 

In the spring of 1936, the trio set off for the Rhine land, ac -
com pa nied by Mac na ma ra’s friend Tom Wylie, a young
of fi cial in the War Of fice. Os ten si bly they were es cort ing
a group of pro- fascist school boys to a Hit ler Youth camp.
But from Bur gess’ up roari ously bawdy ac count of how his 
com pan ions dis cov ered that the Hit ler Jugend sat is fied
their sex ual and po liti cal pas sions, the trip would have
shocked their spon sors -- the For eign Re la tions Coun cil of 
the Church of Eng land (Cos tello: 300).

    

In pre- World War II France, the pro- Nazi fac tion was
rep re sented by the Radical- Socialist Party (RSP) and the
Popu lar Party (PP). The Secretary- General of the RSP was
Edouard Pfeif fer. Cos tello writes of Guy Bur gess' visit to
Pfeif fer in Paris shortly bef ore the war: 
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As a con nois seur of ho mo sex ual deca dence, Pfeif fer had
few equals, even in Paris. As an of fi cer of the French
Boy- Scout move ment, his pri vate life was de voted to the
se duc tion of youth. Bur gess dis cov ered all this when he
vis ited Pfeif fer's apart ment in Paris and found...[him]
with a na ked young man...he ex plained to Bur gess that
the young man was a pro fes sional cy clist, who just hap -
pened to be a mem ber of Jac ques Do ri ot’s Popu lar Party
(ibid.:315).

    

Once again we see fla grant sex ual per ver sion in the
heart of the Nazi move ment -- long af ter the Roehm Purge.
It ap pears also that the cor re la tion be tween Na zism and ho -
mo sexu al ity dis re garded na tional bounda ries. As we have
seen, both Hans Blue her and Bene dict Fried lander ob -
served that youth or gani za tions are of ten (in their view, ap -
pro pri ately) led by ped er asts. Events in Europe dur ing the
first part of the twen ti eth cen tury, par ticu larly those in volv -
ing the Na tional So cial ists, strongly sup port this the ory.

The re vival of Hel lenic cul ture in the Ger man ho mo sex -
ual move ment, then, was an in te gral fac tor in the rise of
Na zism. Right un der the nose of tra di tional Ger man so ci -
ety, the ped er asts laid the ground work for the ul tramas cu -
line mili tary so ci ety of the Third Reich. The Wan der voe gel
was cer tainly not a “ho mo sex ual or gani za tion” per se, but
its ho mo sex ual lead ers molded the youth move ment into an 
ex pres sion of their own Hel lenic ide ol ogy and, in the pro -
cess, re cruited count less young men into the ho mo sex ual
life style. The first mem bers of the Wan der voe gel grew to
man hood just in time to pro vide the Nazi move ment with its 
sup port base in the Ger man cul ture. As Steak ley put it,
“[the] Free Ger man Youth ju bi lantly marched off to war,
sing ing the old Wan der voe gel songs to which new, chau -
vin is tic verses were added” (Steak ley:58).
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Gerhard Rossbach and the Freikorps Movement

The Freik orps move ment be gan dur ing the years im me -
di ate ly fol low ing the close of World War I. Af ter the war
and the sub se quent so cial ist revo lu tion in Ger many in
1918, tens of thou sands of former sol diers of the Ger man
army vol un teered for quasi- military serv ice in a number of
in de pend ent re serve units called Freik orps (Free Corps),
un der the com mand of former jun ior of fi cers of the Ger man 
army. These units were highly na tion al is tic and be came in -
creas ingly vio lent as the so cial chaos of the Wei mar Re pub -
lic wors ened. Ross bach’s or gani za tion, origi nally called
the Ross bach bund (“Ross bach Broth er hood”) ex em pli fied
the Ger man Freik orps. As Waite rec ords in Van guard of
Na zism, “the lieu ten ants and the cap tains — Roehm...Ehr -
hardt, Ross bach, Schultz and the rest — formed the back -
bone of the Free Corps move ment. And...it was they who
were the link be tween the Vol un teers [anti- communists]
and Na tional So cial ism” (Waite, 1969:45). Once again we
see the es sen tial re la tion ship be tween ho mo sexu al ity and
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Na zism, since many of these “lieu ten ants and cap tains”
were known or prob able ho mo sexu als, some of whom
even tu ally served in the SA. Ger man his to rian and Hit ler
con tem po rary Kon rad Hei den writes that “[m]any sec tions
of this se cret army of mer ce nar ies and mur der ers were
breed ing places of per ver sion” (Hei den:30). His to rian G. S. 
Gra ber agrees:

Many...[Freik orps] lead ers were ho mo sex ual; in deed ho -
mo sexu al ity ap pears to have been wide spread in sev eral
vol un teer units. Ger hard Ross bach...was an open ho mo -
sex ual. On his staff was Lieu ten ant Ed mund Heines who
was later to be come the lover of Ernst Roehm (Gra -
ber:33).

    

Waite’s analy sis shows that the Freik orps move ment
was one in ter ven ing phase be tween the Wan der voe gel
move ment and the Nazi Stuermabteilung — the SA. “The
gen era tion to which the Freikorpskaempfer [‘Free Corps
war ri ors’] be longed,” writes Waite, “the gen era tion born in
the 1890s — par tici pated in two ex pe ri ences which were to
have tre men dous ef fect on his sub se quent ca reer as a Vol -
un teer [in the Freik orps]. The first of these was the pre- war
Youth Move ment; the sec ond, World War I” (Waite,
1969:17). The young men who had been molded by the
Hel lenic phi loso phies of the youth move ment had come of
age just in time to fight in the first World War. There, they
were fur ther shaped and sea soned by the hard ships and hor -
rors of trench war fare.

It was in the trenches of World War I that the
con cept o f Stuermabteilung (Storm Troops) was de vel -
oped — elite, hard- hitting units whose task it was to
“storm” the en emy lines. The tac tics of the Storm Troop ers
proved to be so ef fec tive that they were quickly adopted
through out the Ger man army. The Storm Troop sys tem cre -
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ated a tre men dous in crease in the number of young com -
mand ers of a cer tain breed. Waite writes,

 Only a very spe cial type of of fi cer could be used. He must
be un mar ried, un der twenty- five years of age, in ex cel lent
physi cal health...and above all he must pos sess in abun -
dance that qual ity which Ger man mili tary writ ers call
ruth less ness. The re sult was that at the time of the Ar mi -
stice Ger many was flooded with hun dreds of ca pa ble, ar -
ro gant young com mand ers who found an ex cel lent out let
for their tal ents in the Free Corps move ment (ibid.:27).

It is not dif fi cult to rec og nize that the de scrip tion of the
pre ferred Storm Trooper is a model of the Wan der voe gel
hero: ul tramas cu line, mili ta ris tic, physi cally con di tioned,
largely un re strained by Ju deo-Chris tian mo ral ity, and
guided by the “Fue hrer Prin ci ple” (ibid.:28).  It is no won -
der, then, that many of these men be came youth lead ers in
their turn (ibid.:210). In the pre ced ing chap ter, we learned
that ho mo sex ual sa dist and mur derer Ger hard Ross bach
was “the most im por tant sin gle con tribu tor to the pre-Hit ler 
youth move ment” and a “hero to na tion al is tic Ger man
youth.” In the days bef ore Baldur von Schi rach de vel oped
the Hit ler Youth, Ross bach or gan ized Ger many’s larg est
youth or gani za tion, named the Schill jugend (“Schill
Youth”) in honor of a fa mous Prus sian sol dier exe cuted by
Na po leon (ibid:210n).

But Ross bach’s con tri bu tion to the Na zis was far
greater than the mere shap ing of young men into Nazi loy -
al ists. It was Ross bach who formed the origi nal ter ror ist or -
gani za tion which even tu ally be came the Nazi Storm
Troop ers, also known as “Brown Shirts.” Both the Ross -
bach Storm Troop ers and the Schill jugend were no to ri ous
for wear ing brown shirts which had been pre pared for Ger -
man co lo nial troops, ac quired from the old Im pe rial army
stores (Koehl:19). It is rea son able to sup pose that with out
Ross bach’s Storm Troop ers, Adolf Hit ler and the Na zis
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would never have gained power in Ger many. Hei den de -
scribes them: 

Ross bach’s troop, roar ing, brawl ing, ca rous ing, smash -
ing win dows, shed ding blood...was es pe cially proud to
be dif fer ent from the oth ers. Heines had be longed to it
bef ore join ing Hit ler; then Ross bach and Heines had
formed a cen ter with Roehm; it led the SA while Hit ler
was un der ar rest [for lead ing the Beer Hall Putsch ]
(Heiden, 1944:295). 

Ross bach’s Freik orps was formed al most ex clu sively
of ho mo sexu als. As fas cist nov el ist, Ed win Dwinger,
would later de clare through one of his char ac ters, Cap tain
Wer ner, “Freik orps men ar en’t al most all bache lors for
noth ing. Be lieve me, if there wer en’t so many of their kind,
our ranks would be pretty damn thin” (Thew eleit, Vol
1:33). Ross bach’s ad ju tant, Ed mund Heines, was an other
ped er ast and a con victed mur derer who later be came Ernst
Roehm’s ad ju tant in the SA (he was also the sex ual part ner
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of Rossbach, Roehm and possibly Hit ler as well). Dur ing
the in ci dent known as “The Night of the Long Knives” in
which Hit ler killed Roehm and a number of other SA lead -
ers, Heines was sur prised in bed with a young SA re cruit
(Gallo:236). His to rian Frank Rec tor de scribes Heines: 

Dis tin guished by a girl ish face on
the body of a truck driver, Heines
was an ele gant, suave, and im pec -
ca bly groomed kil ler. He liked to
shoot his vic tims in the face with
his 7.65 Wal ther auto mat ic or beat
them to death with a club...In ad di -
tion to Heines’ value as a first rate
ad ju tant, gifted ad min is tra tive ex -
ecu tive, and ag gres sive and adroit
SA leader, Heines had a marked
tal ent as a pro curer [of boys]...gar ner ing the fair est lads in
the Fa ther land for...sex ual amuse ment (Rec tor:89).
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Per haps be cause of Ed mund Heines’ spe cial tal ent,
Ross bach as signed him to de velop the Schill jugend. Igra
tells how he prof ited thereby: 

Ed mund Heines, the group- leader of the storm troops at
Bres lau, was a re pul sive brute who turned the Nazi head -
quar ters of the city into a ho mo sex ual brothel. Hav ing
300,000 storm troop ers un der his com mand he was in a
po si tion to ter ror ize the neigh bor hood...One of his fa vor -
ite ruses was to have mem bers of the youth or gani za tion
in dulge in un natu ral prac tices with one an other and then
threaten their par ents that he would de nounce these
youths to the po lice...un less he re ceived...hush money.
Thus Heines not only in dulged in ho mo sex ual or gies
him self — he was of ten Roehm’s con sort in this — but he 
pro moted the vice as a lu cra tive busi ness (Igra:73).

 Ernst Roehm and the Development of the SA

Next to Adolf Hit ler, Ernst Roehm was the man in Ger -
many most re spon si ble for the rise of Na zism, in deed of
Hit ler him self. Rec tor writes that “Hit ler was, to a sub stan -
tial ex tent, Roehm’s pro tégé” (Rec tor:80). A driv ing force
be hind the Na tional So cial ist move ment, Roehm was one
of the early found ers of the Nazi Party. Both Roehm and
Hit ler had been mem bers of the so cial ist ter ror ist group
called the Iron Fist (Heiden, 1944:89). 

It was at a meet ing of the Iron Fist that Roehm re port -
edly met him and “saw in Hit ler the dema gogue he re quired
to mo bi lize mass sup port for his se cret army” (Hohne:20).
With Roehm’s back ing, Hit ler be came the first presi dent of
the Nazi Party in 1921 (ibid.:21). Shortly there af ter, Ross -
bach’s Freik orps, in te grated into the Party first un der Her -
man Go er ing’s and then Roehm’s author ity, was
trans formed into the dreaded Nazi SA. 

In his clas sic Nazi his tory, The Rise and Fall of the
Third Reich, author Wil liam Shirer de scribes Ernst Roehm
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as “a stocky, bull- necked, piggish- eyed, scar- faced pro fes -
sional sol dier...[and] like so many of the early Na zis, a ho -
mo sex ual” (Shirer:64). Roehm was re cruited into
ho mo sexu al ity by Ger hard Ross bach (Flood:196). Rec tor
elabo rates, 

Was not the most out stand ing, most no to ri ous, of all ho -
mo sexu als the cele brated Nazi leader Ernst Roehm, the
vir ile and manly chief of the SA, the du buddy of Adolf
Hit ler from the be gin ning of his po liti cal ca reer? [Hit ler
al lowed Roehm the rare privi lege of ad dress ing him with
the fa mil iar form “thou,” in di cat ing in ti mate friend ship].
Hit ler’s rise had in fact de pended upon Roehm and eve ry -
one knew it. Roehm’s gay fun and games were cer tainly
no se cret; his amo rous for ays to gay bars and gay Turk ish
baths were ri ot ous. What ever anti- homosexual sen ti ments 
may have been ex pressed by straight Na zis were more
than off set by the re al ity of highly visi ble, spec tacu lar,
gay- loving Roehm. If there were oc ca sional omi nous
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rum blings and grum blings about “all those queers” in the
SA and Move ment, and some anti- gay flare- ups,  ho mo -
sex ual Na zis felt more- or- less se cure in the lap of the
Party. Af ter all, the Na tional So cial ist Party mem ber who
wielded the great est power aside from Hit ler was Roehm
(Rec tor:50f).

    

    Con sis tent with the elit ist phi loso phies of Bene dict
Friedlander, Adolf Brand, and Hans Blue her, Roehm
viewed ho mo sexu al ity as the ba sis for a new so ci ety. Louis
Sny der, promi nent his to rian of the Nazi era, writes,

 [Roehm] pro jected a so cial or der in which ho mo sexu al -
ity would be re garded as a hu man be hav ior pat tern of
high re pute...he flaunted his ho mo sexu al ity in pub li c and
in sisted that his cro nies do the same. What was needed,
Roehm be lieved, was a proud and ar ro gant lot who could
brawl, ca rouse, smash win dows, kill and slaugh ter for the 
hell of it. Straights, in his eyes, were not as adept in such
be hav ior as prac tic ing ho mo sexu als (Sny der:55).

    

Un der Roehm, the SA be came the in stru ment of Nazi
ter ror ism in Ger man so ci ety. It was of fi cially founded on
Au gust 3, 1921, os ten si bly as a “Spe cial sec tion for gym -
nas tics and sport,” but in his first di rec tive to the group, Hit -
ler de fined the SA’s pur pose as “a means of de fense for the
move ment, but above all a train ing school for the com ing
strug gle for lib erty” (Heiden, 1935:82f).  

His to rian Thomas Fuchs re ports that “The prin ci ple
func tion of this army-like or ga ni za tion was beat ing up any -
one who op posed the Na zis, and Hit ler be lieved this was a
job best un der taken by ho mo sex u als” (Fuchs:48f). At first
serv ing sim ply to pro tect the Na zis’ own meet ings from
dis rup tions by ri vals and trou ble mak ers, the SA soon ex -
panded its strong-arm tac tics to ad vance Nazi pol i cies and
phi los o phies. In a 1921 speech in Mu nich, Hit ler set the
stage for this ac tiv ity: “[the] Na tional So cial ist move ment
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will in fu ture ruth lessly pre vent if nec es sary by force all
meet ings or lec tures that are likely to dis tract the minds of
our fel low cit i zens...” In Mein Kampf , Hit ler de scribes an
in ci dent  (when his men were at tacked by Com mu nists ad -
ver sar ies) which he con sid ered the bap tis mal act of the SA: 

When I en tered the lobby of
the Hof brau haus at quar ter
to eight, I no longer had any
doubts as to the ques tion of
sabo tage...The hall was very 
crowded...The small as sault
sec tion was wait ing for me
in the lobby...I had the doors
to the hall shut, and or dered
my men — some forty- five
or -six — to stand at at ten -
tion...my men from the As -
sault Sec tion — from that
day known as the SA —
launched their at tack. Like
wolves in packs of eight or
ten, they threw them selves on their ad ver sar ies again and
again, over whelm ing them with blows...In five min utes
eve ry one was cov ered with blood. These were real men,
whom I learned to ap pre ci ate on that oc ca sion. They were
led by my cou ra geous Maurice. Hess, my pri vate sec re -
tary, and many oth ers who were badly hurt pressed the at -
tack as long as they were able to stay on their feet
(Hit ler:504f).

    

In all ac tions the SA bore Roehm’s trade mark of un -
abashed sa dism. Max Gallo de scribes the or gani za tion: 

What ever the SA en gage in — whether they are tor tur ing a 
pris oner, cut ting the throat of an ad ver sary or pil lag ing an
apart ment — they be have as if they are within their rights,
as ar ti sans of the Nazi vic tory...They are the SA, be yond
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criti cism. As Roehm him self said many times: “The bat -
tal ions of Brown Shirts were the train ing school of Na -
tional So cial ism" (Gallo:38).

    

     The fa vor ite meet ing place of the SA was a “gay” bar in
Mu nich called the Bratwurstgloeckl where Roehm kept a
re served ta ble (Hohne:82). This was the same tav ern where
some of the early meet ings of the Nazi Party had been held
(Rec tor:69). At the Bratwurstgloeckl, Roehm and as so ci -
ates — Edmund Heines, Karl Ernst, Ernst’s part ner Cap tain 
[Paul] Rohrbein, Cap tain Petersdorf, Count Ernst Helldorf
— would meet to plan and strategize. These were the men
who or ches trated the Nazi cam paign of in tim i da tion and
ter ror. All of them were ho mo sex ual (Heiden, 1944:371).

In deed, ho mo sex u al ity was all that qual i fied many of
these men for their po si tions in the SA. Hein rich Himmler
would later com plain of this: “Does it not con sti tute a dan -
ger to the Nazi move ment if it can be said that Nazi lead ers
are cho sen for sex ual rea sons?” (Gallo:68). Himmler was
not so much op posed to ho mo sex u al ity it self as to the fact
that non-qualified peo ple were given high rank based on
their ho mo sex ual re la tions with Roehm and oth ers. For ex -
am ple, SA Obergruppenfuehrer (Lieu ten ant Gen eral) Karl
Ernst, a mil i tant ho mo sex ual, had been a ho tel door man and 
a waiter be fore join ing the SA. “Karl Ernst is not yet
thirty-five, writes Gallo, he com mands 250,000 men...he is
sim ply a sa dist, a com mon thug, trans formed into a re spon -
si ble of fi cial” (ibid.:50f).  Later, Ernst be came a mem ber of
the Ger man Par lia ment (Machtan:185). Gallo writes,

Roehm, as the head of 2,500,000 Storm Troops had sur -
rounded him self with a staff of per verts.  His chiefs, men
of rank of Grup penfue hrer or Ober grup pen fue hrer, com -
mand ing units of sev eral hun dred th o u s a nd Storm Troop -
ers, were al most with out ex cep tion ho mo sexu als. In deed, 
un less a Storm Troop of fi cer were ho mo sex ual he had no
chance of ad vance ment” (Knick er bocker:55).
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Otto Frie dri ch’s anal y sis in
Bef ore the Del uge is simi lar:

Un der Rohm, the SA lead er ship 
ac quired a rather spe cial qual -
ity, how ever, for the crude and
blus ter ing Ober ster  SA Fue hrer
was also a fer vent ho mo sex ual,
and he liked to sur round him -
self, in all the po si tions of com -
mand, with men of simi lar
per sua sions (Frie drich:327).

In the SA, the Hel lenic ideal
of mas cu line ho mo sex ual su -
prem acy and mili ta rism had fi -
nally been re al ized. “Theirs was a very mas cu line brand of
ho mo sexu al ity,” writes ho mo sexu al ist his to rian Al fred
Rowse, “they lived in a male world, with out women, a
world of camps and march ing, ral lies and sports. They had
their own re laxa tions, and the Mu nich SA be came no to ri -
ous on ac count of them” (Rowse:214). The simi lar ity of the
SA to Fried lan der’s and Brand’s dream of Hel lenic re vival
is not co in ci den tal. In ad di tion to be ing a founder of the
Nazi Party, Ernst Roehm was a lead ing mem ber of the So ci -
ety for Hu man Rights, an off shoot of the Com mu nity of the
Elite (J. Katz:632).

The re laxa tions to which Rowse re fers in the above
quote were, of course, the ho mo sex ual ac tivi ties (many of
them ped er as tic) for which the SA and the CE were both fa -
mous. Hohne writes, 

[Roehm] used the SA for ends other than the purely po liti -
cal. SA con tact men kept their Chief of Staff sup plied with 
suit able part ners, and at the first sign of in fi del ity on the
part of a Roehm fa vor ite, he would be bludg eoned down
by one of the SA mo bile squads. The head pimp was a
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shop as sis tant named Pe ter Gran nin ger, who had been
one of Roehm’s part ners...and was now given cover in
the SA In tel li gence Sec tion. For a monthly sal ary of 200
marks he kept Roehm sup plied with new friends, his
main hunt ing ground be ing Geisela High School Mu nich; 
from this school he re cruited no fewer than eleven boys,
whom he first tried out and then took to Roehm
(Hohne:82).

    

Al though the orig i nal SA chap ter in Mu nich was the
most no to ri ous, other SA chap ters were also cen ters of ho -
mo sex ual ac tiv ity. In Po lit i cal Vi o lence and the Rise of Na -
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Emile Maurice, Pe ter Granninger and Storm Trooper Schiedermeier
at a re union of the Old Guard, March 11, 1934. Maurice was Hit ler’s
ho mo sex ual chauf feur. Granninger was a ped er ast who re cruited
boys from the lo cal high school.  



zism, Rich ard Bessel notes that the Silesian di vi sion of the
SA was a hot bed of per ver sion from 1931 on ward
(Bessel:61). 

Roehm and his clos est SA as so ci ates were among the
mi nor ity of Nazi ho mo sex u als who did not take wives.
Whether for con ven tion, for pro cre ation, or sim ply for cov -
er ing up their sex ual pro cliv i ties, most of the Nazi ho mo -
sex u als had mar ried. Some, like Reinhard Heydrich and
Baldur von Schirach, mar ried only af ter be ing in volved in
ho mo sex ual scan dals, but of ten these men, who so hated
fem i nin ity, main tained a fa cade of het ero sex ual re spect -
abil ity through out their lives. As Machtan notes, “That Hit -
ler...en cour aged many of them to marry should not be
sur pris ing: ev ery con spir acy re quires cam ou flage”
(Machtan:24). These were empty mar riages, how ever, epit -
o mized by one wife’s com ment: “The only part of my hus -
band I’m fa mil iar with is his back” (Theweleit:3). 

As we have seen, then, the SA was in many re spects a
cre ation of Ger many’s ho mo sex ual move ment, just as the
Nazi Party was in many ways a cre ation of the SA. Be fore
we take a closer look at the for ma tion and early years of the
Nazi Party, we must ex am ine two other very im por tant
move ments which con trib uted to Na zism. These are the oc -
cult Theo soph i cal-Ariosophical move ment, and the in tel -
lec tual move ment which cre ated the Na tional So cial ist
phi los o phy. Both of these move ments, which are in te gral to 
our un der stand ing of the Nazi Party and its ac tions, were
also heavily in flu enced by ho mo sex u als. 
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