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Chapter Three

THE HOMOSEXUAL ROOTS OFFASCISM

Another areaof history wemust ex ploreinor der toun-
derstand the Nazis is the origin of fascism and national
sociaist ideology. Fascism is a term which eludes easy
defi ni tionbut most would probably agreethat initsnar row-
est sense, fascismisaformof gov ernment char acterized by
three things. one-party dictatorship, centralized govern
ment control of fi nanceandindustry, and mili tant national-
ism. Itisim por tant toemphasizeherethat fascismisaform
of socia ism. Itisthusinaccurateandmisleadingtocall the
Nazi Party “right wing” although this misidentification is
nearly uni ver sally ac cepted today.

In his 1964 work, Varietiesof Fascism, historian Eugen
Weber said “we should do well to remember that Fas-
cism...considered itself a form of Socialism, freed of hu-
manitarian sentimentalism and Marxist diaectic, truer to
fundamental Social istaimsinthatittriedtoadaptitself toa
changinghistori cal real ity whichtheoldMarxistinter preta
tion no longer suited” (Weber:29).

In seeking the roots of fascism we once again find a
high correlation between homosexuality and a mode of
thinking which we identify with Nazism. It is interesting
that Weber, without noting the homosexual connection,
traced “the pat tern of the planned to tali tar ian state back to
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Plato’ sRepublic and the Fascist mental ity tothetur bulent,
unscrupulousCali cleswho ap pearsinanother Platonicdia
logue, Gorgias” (Weber:11).

So here we begin. The inspi rationfor thefascist state
comes from Plato, the male supremacist and apologistfor
peder asty. Platoisrevered asthepreemi nent classi cal phi-
loso pher, al though hisap par ent ad vo cacy of man/boy sexis
not commonly known. A prototypi cal statement by the phi-
loso pher isre corded in George Grant’ sLegislatingl mmor
ality: “Through the nightly loving of boys, a man, on
arising, begins to see the authentic nature of true beauty”
(Grant, 1993:24). Plato’ sRepublicishisbest knownwork.
Thefol low ingisasum mary of the Republic from W.K.C.
Guthrie's A History of Greek Phi loso phy:

TheRepublic(c.370 BC) ad vances many of Plato’ sprin-
ci pal ideas, notably thoseconcernedwithgov ernmentand
justice. Com posed asadebate between Socratesandfive

other speak ers, TheRepublicisbest knownfor itsdescrip-
tion of the ideal state (based on Sparta), which Plato ar-

gues should be ruled by philosopher-kings (Guthrie in
Grolier).

As we have noted, the Spartan society was dominated
by apeder asticwar rior cult that featured mandatory induc
tionof twelve- year- old boysinto homo sex ual part ner ships
with adult men. Like al such cults, the Spartan military
wasrigidly hi er ar chi cal and elitist. Plato’ scon cept of the
“philosopher- king” isthat of anauto craticleader ap pro pri-
ate to such a society. The philosopher-king rules over a
kind of fascistutopia. Interestingly, Plato’ sideal izedsock
ety in theRepublicincludestheelimi nationof thefamily as
asocial unit andtheelimi nation of pri vate prop erty.

Thenextfig urecited by Weber inthehistoricdevel op-
ment which would culminate in National Socialism is
Frederick the Great (1712-1786) “founder of the perfect
Prussian bureaucracy” (Weber:11). Hewrites, “The Nazi
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Siegfried[aTeutonicmythologi cal hero] looked back tothe
equalitarian elitism of Sparta [and] to the barracks of
[Frederick’s] Prussianarmy” (ibid.:82). Frederick clearly
fit Plato’s description of a philosopher-king. He estab
lished astrict mili tary or der on the Spar tan model and used
his elite forces to great advantage, expanding his Prussian
em pirethrough ruth lesslight ning strikesagainst neigh bor-
ing countries. He was al'so ahomosexual,and,coinci den
tally, one of Adolf Hitler's greatest heroes (Waite,
1977:112). Homosexual isthistorianNoel L. Gardewrites,

Frederick’s homosex ual incli nations, of which Lt. Katte
in his youth was the principle abject, were attested by
many authorities, notably Voltaire and Frederick him-
self...The other young men besides Katte were...Baron
Frederick Trenck, Count Key ser lingk, Count Goerzand
anltal iannamed Bar bar ini (Garde: 448).

Inrecent yearsFreder ick hasbeen praised asamodel of
socid liberal ismandhumani tari anism. Another sideof this
man, how ever, ex plainshisap peal toHit ler andtheNazis.
Igradescribeshim:

Freder ick hated women, assuch. DieFrauwasa waysa
Schimpfwort, an expression of contempt, with
him...Though hefelt obliged by reason of hispo si tionto
have a queen, which involved the necessity of getting
married, Frederick never lived a husband's life. And
though[Martin] Luther’ sReformincul catedthemarriage
of the clergy, with a view to stamp ing out the vicesthat
had characterizedcelibacy in Germany, and though the
same injunction logicaly applies to soldiers, Frederick
forced the magjority of his officers to remain unmar-
ried...In his ar mies here vived the vices of the Teutonic
Knights and the Templars. Frederick is rightly looked
upon as the founder of modernGerman militarism, not
merely asstate pol icy but asawor ship of destructionfor
its own sake. He despised humanity in general and
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looked onhumanlife, evenhisownlife, asabagatelle. He
con stantly car ried aphial of poi son on hisper son so that
he might put an end to hisown life at any mo ment he con
sideredop portune(lgra: 18f).

According to Weber, the National Socialist brand of
fascismbeganinthemid-1800swiththeradi cal Uni ver sa
GermanWorkingmen’'sAssoci ation(UGWA) (Weber:11).
The founder of the UGWA was German socialist leader
Ferdinand Lassalle, once the chief rival of Karl Marx for
leadership of the communist organization First Interna
tional. While probably not homosexual himself (he was
killed by the aggrieved husband of one of his lovers)
Lassalleisrememberedforhispoliti cal rehabil i tationof the
notori ouspeder ast, Jean BaptistevonSchweitzer, af ter the
Socia Democrat Party had ex pelled him. Schweitzer wasa
talented lawyer who, in 1862, had become editor of the
main periodical of the German socialist movement,
Sozialdemokrat. In August of that year, two el derly ladies,
enjoy ingaquiet stroll inapublic park in Mannheim, ac ci-
dentally came upon Schweitzer and a schoolboy.
Schweitzer was sodomizing the boy in the bushes. He was
arrested, given two weeks in jal, and disbarred
(Steakley:1).

The Social Democrats disowned Schwelitzer, but only
one year later Lassalle took Schweitzer un der hiswing (J.
Katz:567n.), stat ing that aper son’ ssex ual tasteshad “ ab so-
lutely nothing to do with a man’s political character”
(Linsert:178). Schweitzer becamepresi dent of theUGWA,
and on September 7, 1867, was €elected to the Reichstag
(parliament) of the North German Confederation
(Steakley: 1ff).
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FriedrichNietzsche

Among the sev eral menwho
have been dubbed “the Father of
National Socialism” (including
Jorg Lanz von Liebenfels),
Friedrich  Wilhelm Nietzsche
(1844-1900) is probably most
deservingof thisdistinction, be
ing so labeled by Nazi lu mi nar-
ies Dr. Alfred Rosenberg and
Dr. Franck (Peters:221). Others
have called him the “Father of
Fascism” (ibid.:ix). Rabidly
anti-Christian and a homosex Friedrich Wil helmNietzsche
ual, Nietz schefounded the* God
is dead” movement and contributedtothedevel opment of
existentialist philosophy. Nietzsche's publisher, Peter
Gadt, called Nietzsche “one of the fiercest anti-Christians
and atheists,” and de scribed hisbook, The Antichrist, asa
“ferocious curse” on Chrigtianity (ibid.:119). Nietzsche
called Christianity and democracy the moralities of the
“weak herd,” andar guedforthe“natural aristocracy” of the
Uuebermensch or superman, whose “will to power” was
grounded inthe materia world (Wrenin Grolier).

According to Macintyre in Forgotten Fatherland: The
Search For ElisabethNietzsche, Frederich Nietz sche never
mar ried and had no knownfemale sex part ners, but went in
saneat age44 andeventually diedof syphilis. Accordingto
Sigmund Freud and Carl Jung, Nietzsche had caught the
discase a a homosexual brothel in Genoa, Itay
(Mclntyre:91f).  Nietzsche's unflattering opinion of
women was widely known. His works were “peppered
with at tacks against women,” and, likethe ped er asts of the
Com mu nity of the Elite, herel egated womento therole of
breed ersand sex ual slaves. Men, on the other hand wereto
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be bred for war (Agonito:265f).

One of Nietzsche's closest friends and an other hero of
Adolf Hit ler was Rich ard Wag ner, the com poser. Wagner
was the sub ject of a 1903 book by Hans Fuchs called Rich-
ard Wagner und die Homosexualitaet (“Richard Wagner
andHomosex ual ity”) inwhich Fuchsrecommendsart asa
meansfor homo sex ual emanci pation (Oosterhuisand K ent
nedy:86). Wedo not know whether Wag ner washo mo sex-
ual, although Hitler is reported to have identified him as
one. In Kurt Ludecke’ s1 Knew Hit ler, the Fuehrer said the
following when the issue of homosexuality among the
Brownshirts was raised: “Ach, why should | concern my-
self withthepri vatelivesof my fol lowers!....I loveRichard
Wag ner’smusic-- must | shut my earstoit be cause hewas
apeder ast? Thewholething' sab surd” (Ludeke:477f).

Nietz sche’ sphi loso phy wasgroundedin Greek and Ro-
man paganism, and in his writings he called for “a new
Caesar to transform the world” (Peters:viii). Years later,
Nietz sche’ ssister and chief promoter, Elisabeth, would en
thusiastically dub Hitler the “superman” her brother had
predicted (ibid.:220). Indeed, Elisabeth’ sadulationof Hit
ler was mirrored by the Fuehrer’'s admiration for her
brother. Hitler and the Nazis were indebted to Nietzsche
for his contribution to Germannationalism. “It is not too
much to say,” writeshisto rian George Lichtheim, “that but
for Nietz sche the SS— Hit ler’ s shock troops and the core
of the whole movement — would have lacked the inspira
tion to carry our their pro gramsof massmur der in East ern
Europe’ (McIntyre:187). And W. Cleon Skousen writes
that when “Hitler wrote Mein Kampf, it was as though
Nietz sche was speak ing from the dead” (Skousen:348).

Had he lived in that era, Nietz sche might not have be-
come a Nazi. His works includenumer ouscondemnations
of anti-Semitism and nationalism (and thus were selec
tively censored by Elizabeth). But the best measure of
Nietzsche' scontribution and im por tanceto Nazismisnot
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in conjectures about what Nietzsche might have thought
about Nazism, but intheac tual rev er ence of theNazisfor
him. Nietzsche’'s most celebrated book, Also Sprach
Zarathustra, (“Thus Spake Zarathustra’) was considered
the “bible” of the Hitler Youth and was “enshrined with
Hitler sMein Kampf and Alfred Rosenberg’s Myth of the
Twenti ethCentury -- inthevault of the Tannenberg Me mo-
rial, which had been erected to commemorate Germany’s
victory over Russia in the First World War” (Peters:221).
Hitler and theNazisof ten used Nietzschean phrasessuch as
“will to power,” “live dangeroudly,” and “Superman,” but
moresignif i cantly, Nietz schebecameaheroto themasses
aswell. CertainGermanintel lectualscanonizedNietzsche
through the pop ular mediaof theday. Peterswrites,

Germany’s intel lectual elite, including poetslikeStefan
George and writers like Thomas Mann, saw in Nietz
sche’ s" aristocraticradi cal ism” ananswer tothedecadent
democratic ide als of the West. Fer vent young men and
women met for ritualistic readings from Zarathustra
Hymnswerecom posedto celebratethenew religion, and
by the time the body of the sick philosopherwasfi naly
put to rest, hewas pro claimed asaint (Petersix).

The Cul tural Elites

Who were these “intellectuals’
who popularized Nietzschean fas-
cismin Ger many? Stefan George,
one of Germany’s most popular
poets of the time, was a pederast
and “a guiding example” to the
Community of the Elite. “George

and his disciples”  write
Oosterhuisand Kennedy, “...reviv-
ified Holderlin's concept of Stefan George

Griechendeutschen (Hellenic Ger-
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mans), [and] contrasted in their poetry and lifestyle the
‘eter nal spring of homoeroticfriend ship’ fromthefamily”
(Oosterhuis and Kennedy:91). Homosexualist lan Y oung
wrote that “In George, aestheti cism, Nietzscheanism and
homosex ual ideal ismweretransmutedintoapoeticphilos
ophy” (Young:183).

In1903, Georgebecameinfat uated witha15-year-old
boy and made him afig ureof wor shipina1907 book called
Der siebente Ring (“The Seventh Ring”). His last book,
Das neue Reich (“TheNew Kingdom™), publishedin 1928,
“proph esied an erainwhich Ger many would becomeanew
Greece” (Milesin Grolier). In 1933, when Hitler came to
power, heof fered Georgetheposi tionof Presi dent of the
Nazi Academy of Letters (a post which he turned down)
(Mosse:60).

Thomas Mann'’ sidenti fi cationwithNietz schemay also
have had somethingtodowiththelatter’ shomosex uad ity.
Among other works, Mann is famous for a 1912 novella
caled Der Tod in Venedig (“Death in Venice”), in which
“anagingwriter riskslifeandrep utationinhisat temptsto
gaze on the Apollonian beauty of the 14-year-old Tadzio”
(Reiter in Grolier). Homosexualist historian A.L. Rowse
called this novella®“themost publi cizedhomosex ual story
of thecentury” (Rowse:212). A recently publishedbi ogra
phy, Thomas Mann: A Life by Donald Prater, establishes
thenov el ist' shomosexual ity. A review of thisbook inThe
San Francisco Examiner (December 23, 1995) states that
the book is based in part on Mann'’ spri vatedi aries, which
reveal a“secrethomoeroticlife.”

Mann was married and had six children for whom he
was “aremoteand sometimester ri fy ingfigure.” Thear ti-
clere vealsthat two of these chil dren, Klausand Mi chael,
committedsui cide. Twoof hischil drenbecamehomosex i
als(Rowse:212). Mannconfessesinhisdi ary that thechar-
ac ter Tadzio, the 14-year-old boy in“A DeathinVenice,”
was actually modeled after a boy on whom Mann “deve-
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oped a crush while holidaying in Venice.” We must be
clear, however, that Mann's contribution to Nazism, his
roleinpopularizingNietzsche, wasunintended. Mannwas
per son ally anti-Nazi, and wasper sona non gratawith Hit-
ler’ sgov ern ment..

Nietzsche's influence extended beyond the German
bor der. Adapting for itssub ject “the Nietzschean ec stasy”
inthelta ianart world, play wright Frank Wedekind’ splay,
Soring’s Awakening, features a cast of schoolboys whom
he"al lowed...toex peri enceall formsof sexual ity ...[includ
ing] masturbation, heterosexual promiscuity and..homo
sex ual lovemak ing betweentheboys’ (Mosse:61). Benito
Mussolini himself acknowledged a debt of gratitude to
Nietzscheduringhisdictator ship(Peters:212).

Nietzsche's sister, Elisabeth, figured prominently in
pre-Nazi and Nazi Germany. After Nietzsche's death in
1900, sheassumed control of hisestateandrelentlessly pro-
moted her brother’s writings, establishing the Nietzsche
Archives. During the Weimar Republic the Archives be-
came “the center of apow er ful coun ter-revolutionary cur-
rent” of German nationalism (ibid.:206). At one point
Nietz sche’ sfol low erswantedtobuildaNietzscheTemple,
com plete with stat ues of Apollo and Dionysos (ibid.:200).
While the temple was never built, Adolf Hitler himself
commissioned a shrine to Nietzsche, a memoria audito
rium and library “where German youth could be taught
Nietzsche's doctrine of a master race” (ibid..:222). The
Friedrich Nietzsche zum Gedachinis erbaut (“Friedrich
Nietzsche Memoria Building”) was opened in August of
1938 (Mclntyre:192).

Aninter esting asidetothisstory isthefact that in 1886
Elisabeth Nietz scheand her husband founded acol ony in
Paraguay, South America called Nueva Germania (“New
Germany”). After the fall of the Third Reich, Nueva
Germania sheltered hundreds of fleeing Nazi war crimi
nals, including the infamous Dr. Joseph Mengele
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Buy aprint copy of thisbook, in clud ing pho tosand
graphics, at the book store,
www.abidi ngtruth.com/pfrc/showproducts.php.

Hit ler is greeted by Eliz a beth Nietz sche (in sert) at the Nietz sche Ar
chive which he spon sored.

(Mclintyre: 5,205ff). Another inter esting fact isthat Rudol f
Steiner, who would later found the occultic
Anthroposophical Soci ety, wasbriefly involvedwith Elisa
beth intheman agement of the Nietz sche Ar chives.
Frederich Nietzsche's influence on the Nazis is re-
flected in al they did. “ Be come hard and show no mercy,”
Nietzsche taught, “for evil is man's best force” (Pe-
ters:227). One wonders whether history might have been
different if Germans had been aware that the writings of
their fascist “genius’ may have been influenced by im-
paired brain func tion “ caused by...theter tiary phase of ce-
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rebral syphilis’ (ibid.:35). In1902, adoctor by the name of
P.J. Mobius attempted to warn his countrymen “that they
should be ware of Nietz sche, for his works were the prod-
uctsof adiseased brain” (ibid.:184). Unfor tu nately for the
world, Mobius' sreport was squel ched by Elisabeth and her
pow erful friends.

The attraction of fascism for homosexuals appears in
the history of other countriesaswell. Aswenoted ear lier,
pro-Nazi fascist or gani zationsin both England and France
wereheadedby homosex uals. InEngland, theor gani zation
was called the An glo-German Fel low ship, and was headed
by British homosexuals Guy Francis de Moncy Burgess,
and Cap tain John Rob ert Macnamara. (Asan aside, while
we can not state con clu sively that they acted with treason-
ousmotives, it must benoted that homo sex ual politi cal ac
tivists played a mgjor role in the appeasement of Hitler
prior to World War Il (Noebel:128ff)).

In France, the pro-Nazi fascists were represented by
two groups, theRadi cal Social ist Party headed by Edouard
Pfeif fer (Secretary General), andthe French Pop ular Party
headed by Jacques Doriot. Pfeif fer wasopenly homo sex-
ual. Lessisknown about Doriot, but, aswe have shown, his
or gani zationseemstohavetohavehadanat tractionfor ho-
mo sex uasinany case(Costell0:300ff.).

The Belgian fascist “Rexist” movement was led by
Leon Degrelle “who
would come to regard
him self asthespiri tual son
of Hitler” (Toland:410).
In Austria, it was Artur
Seyss-Inquart, who, after
Hitler's ascension to
power was “appointed
Minister of the Interior,
with full, unlimited con- Seyss-Inquart (left) and unknown
trol of the nation’s police | Naziofficialwith Hitler.
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forces’ (ibid.:434). In Norway, it was the infamous
Vidkum Quisling, whose very surname became synony-
mouswith “trai tor.” Igraidenti fiesall of these men asho-
mosexual (Igra:86). A “top leader” of the Nazi Party in
Czechoslovakiawasalsohomosex ual (Oosterhuis:243).

A connection between homosexuality and fascism in
Germany’s military dlies is implied by historian Mary
Beard In The Sex Life of the Unmarried Adult she writes
that “the Fascist move ment in Ger many, asinltay and Ja
pan, isessentially ady namic of unmar ried males...Adolph
Hitler,[is] abachelor likethemajor ity of thethirty or forty
lead ersof theNazi Party...A num ber of thepromi nent Na-
zisaremenwithrecordsof sex ual per ver sionsaswell asof
military daring” (Beard:158). Homosexualists John
Lauritsen and David Thorstad re port that in the So viet Un-
ion, homosexuality became known as “the fascist perver-
sion” during the 1930's. They quote the Soviet writer,
Maxim Gorky: “There is aready a slogan in Germany,
‘Eradicate the homosexual and fascism will disappear’”
(Lauritsen and Thorstad:69).

Wil helm Reich, au thor of The MassPsy chol ogy of Fas-
cism wasapromi nent Ger manpsy choanalystwhenHitler
came to power in 1933. He wrote that homosexuality was
the breed ing ground of fascism. 1n 1936, fel low psy chi &
trist Erich Fromm ech oed this view and a so linked ho mo-
sexuality with sado-masochism (Oosterhuis:.242). This
link has been widely recognized in past decades.
Oosterhuis writes,

Dutch liberal anarchist Anton Constandse...claimed that
“because most National Socialistorganizations are typi-
caly al-mae societies, homosexuality was inevita
ble....Everybody knows that the sexual @use of youths
wasquitecommonin Roehm’'sSA.” Fromthisheinferred
that “the great dan ger of malebond ing, especialy inthe
mili tary,isindeedhomosexual ity.” Theanti-fascist jour-
nal HetFundament , publishedinHol land, also char acter



THE PINK SWASTIKA 141

ized homosexuality as typical of fascism.... [Fleminig
Maria AntoniettaMacciocchi ...[wrote of] the extreme
mi sogyny of “thebrotherhood of malechauvinistfascists
and homosexualNazis.” Susan Sontag explained the
popularity of sadomasochisminthegay subcul ture...sim-
ply as an “eroticizing of Nazism.” According to her,
“thereisanatural link” betweenhomo sex ual sadomaso-
chismandfascism. Thestereotypewasasomadevis ble
insuchfilmsasLuchinoVisconti’s The Damned (1969),
BernardoBertolucci’ sTheConformist(1971), Pier Paolo
Pasolini’sSalo or the 120 Days of Sodom (1975), and
Volker Schlondorff’s The Tin Drum (1978) - (Ooster-
huis.244f).

We can seethat therootsof Nazismarefun damentally
interrelated with the homosexuality of its philosophers; a
fact noted by many prominent writers and thinkers. (Al-
though it may be mere coincidence we are reminded that
the Latin root of fascismisfasces, “abundleof rods.” A di-
minutiveof fascesis“faggot,” acommonpejorativefor ho
mo sex uals.) Inthelivesof such menasPlato, Frederick the
Great, and Nietz sche, whosewrit ingsand deedswerefoun
dational to modern fascism, the common denominator is
homosexual behavior. Certainly notev eryfascist hasbeen
homosex ual, just asnot ev ery homo sex ual hasbeenfascist.
But the glaring truth of history is that contemporary Ger-
man homo sex ualsboreadispropor tionately large share of
theresponsi bil ity for theriseof Nazism.

We have now looked at three separate and distinct
realms of pre-Nazi German society which contributed to
thefor mation and suc cessof theNazi Party. IntheGer man
“gay rights’” move ment we saw thepederasticor i ginsof the
Hellenic revival and its influence on the youth and
Freikorps movements. We also saw how the rift between
the “Butch” and “Fem” factionsof theho mo sex ual move
ment laid theground work for the mistreat ment of some ho-
mosex ualslater onintheNazi regime.
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Intherealm of paganreli gionwesaw theim por tanceof
homosexuality inoc cultismandtheinfluenceof occultism
in the development of Nazi thought. We have noted that
many of the prominent occultists who influenced the
growth of Nazismwerehomo sex uals, and that anum ber of
theearly Nazisthem selveswerebothhomosex ualsand oc
cultists. Finally, wehaveseenthathomosex ualsand ped e
asts were integral to the creation and development of
fascismandNational Socia istphilosophy.

Now that we have explored the relationship between
homosexuality and the as pects of Ger man thought and cul-
turewhichledtothedevel opment of Nazism, wecanbegin
to examine more closely the formation and early years of
the Nazi Party itself, as well as the individuals, including
Hit ler, who |ed the Nazi move ment.



