
Chap ter Three

THE HOMOSEXUAL ROOTS OF FASCISM

An other area of his tory we must ex plore in or der to un -
der stand the Na zis is the ori gin of fas cism and na tional
social ist ide ol ogy.  Fas cism is a term which eludes easy
defi ni tion but most would proba bly agree that in its nar row -
est sense, fas cism is a form of gov ern ment char ac ter ized by
three things: one- party dic ta tor ship, cen tral ized gov ern -
ment con trol of fi nance and in dus try, and mili tant na tion al -
ism.  It is im por tant to em pha size here that fas cism is a form 
of so cial ism.  It is thus in ac cu rate and mis lead ing to call the
Nazi Party “right wing” al though this mis iden ti fi ca tion is
nearly uni ver sally ac cepted  to day.   

In his 1964 work, Varie ties of Fas cism, his to rian Eugen 
We ber said “we should do well to re mem ber that Fas -
cism...con sid ered it self a form of So cial ism, freed of hu -
mani tar ian sen ti men tal ism and Marx ist dia lec tic, truer to
fun da men tal So cial ist aims in that it tried to adapt it self to a
chang ing his tori cal re al ity which the old Marx ist in ter pre ta -
tion no longer suited” (Weber:29).

In seek ing the roots of fas cism we once again find a
high cor re la tion be tween ho mo sexu al ity and a mode of
think ing which we iden tify with Na zism. It is in ter est ing
that We ber, with out not ing the ho mo sex ual con nec tion,
traced “the pat tern of the planned to tali tar ian state back to

                          129



Pla to’s Re pub lic, and the Fas cist men tal ity to the tur bu lent,
un scru pu lous Cali cles who ap pears in an other Pla tonic dia -
logue, Gor gias” (We ber:11).  

So here we be gin.  The in spi ra tion for the fas cist state
comes from Plato, the male su prema cist and apolo gist for
ped er asty.  Plato is re vered as the pre emi nent clas si cal phi -
loso pher, al though his ap par ent ad vo cacy of man/boy sex is 
not com monly known.  A pro to typi cal state ment by the phi -
loso pher is re corded in George Grant’s Leg is lat ing Im mor -
al ity: “Through the nightly lov ing of boys, a man, on
aris ing, be gins to see the authen tic na ture of true beauty”
(Grant, 1993:24).  Pla to’s Re pub lic is his best known work.
The fol low ing is a sum mary of the Re pub lic from W.K.C.
Guthrie’s A His tory of Greek Phi loso phy:

The Re pub lic (c.370 BC) ad vances many of Pla to’s prin -
ci pal ideas, no ta bly those con cerned with gov ern ment and
jus tice.  Com posed as a de bate be tween Soc ra tes and five
other speak ers, The Re pub lic is best known for its de scrip -
tion of the ideal state (based on Sparta), which Plato ar -
gues should be ruled by philosopher- kings (Guthrie in
Gro lier).  

As we have noted, the Spar tan so ci ety was domi nated
by a ped er as tic war rior cult that fea tured man da tory in duc -
tion of twelve- year- old boys into ho mo sex ual part ner ships
with adult men.  Like all such cults, the Spar tan mili tary
was rig idly hi er ar chi cal and elit ist.  Pla to’s con cept of the
“philosopher- king” is that of an auto cratic leader ap pro pri -
ate to such a society.  The philosopher- king rules over a
kind of fas cist uto pia.  In ter est ingly, Pla to’s ide al ized so ci -
ety in the Re pub lic in cludes the elimi na tion of the fam ily as
a so cial unit and the elimi na tion of pri vate prop erty.  

The next fig ure cited by We ber in the his toric de vel op -
ment which would cul mi nate in Na tional So cial ism is
Freder ick the Great (1712-1786) “founder of the per fect
Prus sian bu reauc racy” (We ber:11).  He writes, “The Nazi
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Sieg fried [a Teu tonic mytho logi cal hero] looked back to the 
equali tar ian elit ism of Sparta [and] to the bar racks of
[Freder ick’s] Prus sian army” (ibid.:82).  Fre der ick clearly
fit Pla to’s de scrip tion of a philosopher- king.  He es tab -
lished a strict mili tary or der on the Spar tan model and used
his elite forces to great ad van tage, ex pand ing his Prus sian
em pire through ruth less light ning strikes against neigh bor -
ing coun tries.  He was also a ho mo sex ual, and, co in ci den -
tally, one of Adolf Hit ler’s great est he roes (Waite,
1977:112).  Ho mo sexu al ist his to rian Noel L. Garde writes,

Fre der ick’s ho mo sex ual in cli na tions, of which Lt. Katte
in his youth was the prin ci ple ob ject, were at tested by
many authori ties, no ta bly Vol taire and Fre der ick him -
self...The other young men be sides Katte were...Baron
Fre der ick Trenck, Count Key ser lingk, Count Go erz and
an Ital ian named Bar bar ini (Garde:448).

In re cent years Fre der ick has been praised as a model of
so cial lib er al ism and hu mani tari an ism.  An other side of this 
man, how ever, ex plains his ap peal to Hit ler and the Na zis.
Igra de scribes him:

Fre der ick hated women, as such.  Die Frau was al ways a
Schimpf wort, an ex pres sion of con tempt, with
him...Though he felt obliged by rea son of his po si tion to
have a queen, which in volved the ne ces sity of get ting
mar ried, Fre der ick never lived a hus band’s life.  And
though [Mar tin] Lu ther’s Re form in cul cated the mar riage 
of the clergy, with a view to stamp ing out the vices that
had char ac ter ized celi bacy in Ger many, and though the
same in junc tion logi cally ap plies to sol diers, Fre der ick
forced the ma jor ity of his of fi cers to re main un mar -
ried...In his ar mies he re vived the vices of the Teu tonic
Knights and the Tem plars.  Fre der ick is rightly looked
upon as the founder of mod ern Ger man mili ta rism, not
merely as state pol icy but as a wor ship of de struc tion for
its own sake.  He de spised hu man ity in gen eral and
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looked on hu man life, even his own life, as a baga telle.  He 
con stantly car ried a phial of poi son on his per son so that
he might put an end to his own life at any mo ment he con -
sid ered op por tune (Igra:18f).

Ac cord ing to Weber, the Na tional So cial ist brand of
fas cism be gan in the mid-1800s with the rad i cal Uni ver sal
Ger man Work ing men’s As so ci a tion (UGWA) (Weber:11). 
The founder of the UGWA was German so cial ist leader
Ferdinand Lassalle, once the chief ri val of Karl Marx for
leadership of the com mu nist or ga ni za tion First In ter na -
tional.  While prob a bly not ho mo sex ual him self (he was
killed by the ag grieved hus band of one of his lov ers)
Lassalle is re mem bered for his po lit i cal re ha bil i ta tion of the 
no to ri ous ped er ast, Jean Baptiste von Schweitzer, af ter the
So cial Dem o crat Party had ex pelled him.  Schweitzer was a
tal ented law yer who, in 1862, had be come ed i tor of the
main pe ri od i cal of the Ger man so cial ist move ment,
Sozialdemokrat.  In Au gust of that year, two el derly la dies,
en joy ing a quiet stroll in a pub lic park in Mannheim, ac ci -
den tally came upon Schweitzer and a school boy.
Schweitzer was sodomizing the boy in the bushes.  He was
ar rested, given two weeks in jail, and dis barred
(Steakley:1).

The So cial Dem o crats dis owned Schweitzer, but only
one year later Lassalle took Schweitzer un der his wing (J.
Katz:567n.), stat ing that a per son’s sex ual tastes had “ab so -
lutely noth ing to do with a man’s po lit i cal char ac ter”
(Linsert:178).  Schweitzer be came pres i dent of the UGWA, 
and on Sep tem ber 7, 1867, was elected to the Reichstag
(par lia ment) of the North Ger man Con fed er a tion
(Steakley:1ff).  
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Frie drich Ni etz sche

Among the sev eral men who
have been dubbed “the Fa ther of
Na tional So cial ism” (in clud ing
Jorg Lanz von Liebenfels),
Friedrich Wil helm Nietz sche
(1844-1900) is prob a bly most
de serv ing of this dis tinc tion, be -
ing so la beled by Nazi lu mi nar -
ies Dr. Al fred Rosenberg and
Dr. Franck (Pe ters:221).  Oth ers
have called him the “Fa ther of
Fas cism” (ibid.:ix).  Ra bidly
anti-Christian and a ho mo sex -
ual, Nietz sche founded the “God 
is dead” move ment and con trib uted to the de vel op ment of
ex is ten tial ist phi los o phy.  Nietz sche’s pub lisher, Pe ter
Gast, called Nietz sche “one of the fierc est anti-Christians
and athe ists,” and de scribed his book, The Antichrist, as a
“fe ro cious curse” on Chris tian ity (ibid.:119).  Nietz sche
called Chris tian ity and de moc racy the mo ral i ties of the
“weak herd,” and ar gued for the “nat u ral ar is toc racy” of the 
Uuebermensch or superman, whose “will to power” was
grounded in the ma te rial world (Wren in Grolier).

Ac cord ing to Mac in tyre in For gotten Fa ther land: The
Search For Elis a beth Nietz sche, Frederich Nietz sche never
mar ried and had no known fe male sex part ners, but went in -
sane at age 44 and even tu ally died of syph i lis.  Ac cord ing to 
Sigmund Freud and Carl Jung, Nietz sche had caught the
dis ease at a ho mo sex ual brothel in Genoa, It aly
(McIntyre:91f).  Nietz sche’s un flat ter ing opin ion of
women was widely known.  His works were “pep pered
with at tacks against women,” and, like the ped er asts of the
Com mu nity of the Elite, he rel e gated women to the role of
breed ers and sex ual slaves.  Men, on the other hand were to

THE PINK SWASTIKA                              133

Friedrich Wil helm Nietz sche



be bred for war (Agonito:265f).
One of Nietz sche’s clos est friends and an other hero of

Adolf Hit ler was Rich ard Wag ner, the com poser.  Wag ner
was the sub ject of a 1903 book by Hans Fuchs called Rich -
ard Wag ner und die Homosexualitaet (“Rich ard Wag ner
and Ho mo sex u al ity”) in which Fuchs rec om mends art as a
means for ho mo sex ual eman ci pa tion (Oosterhuis and Ken -
nedy:86).  We do not know whether Wag ner was ho mo sex -
ual, al though Hit ler is re ported to have iden ti fied him as
one.  In Kurt Ludecke’s I Knew Hit ler, the Fuehrer said the
fol low ing when the is sue of ho mo sex u al ity among the
Brownshirts was raised: “Ach, why should I con cern my -
self with the pri vate lives of my fol low ers!....I love Rich ard
Wag ner’s mu sic -- must I shut my ears to it be cause he was
a ped er ast? The whole thing’s ab surd” (Ludeke:477f).

Nietz sche’s phi los o phy was grounded in Greek and Ro -
man pa gan ism, and in his writ ings he called for “a new
Caesar to trans form the world” (Pe ters:viii).  Years later,
Nietz sche’s sis ter and chief pro moter, Elis a beth, would en -
thu si as ti cally dub Hit ler the “superman” her brother had
pre dicted (ibid.:220).  In deed, Elis a beth’s ad u la tion of Hit -
ler was mir rored by the Fuehrer’s ad mi ra tion for her
brother.  Hit ler and the Na zis were in debted to Nietz sche
for his con tri bu tion to Ger man na tion al ism.  “It is not too
much to say,” writes his to rian George Lichtheim, “that but
for Nietz sche the SS — Hit ler’s shock troops and the core
of the whole move ment — would have lacked the in spi ra -
tion to carry our their pro grams of mass mur der in East ern
Eu rope” (McIntyre:187).  And W. Cleon Skousen writes
that when “Hit ler wrote Mein Kampf, it was as though
Nietz sche was speak ing from the dead” (Skousen:348).

Had he lived in that era, Nietz sche might not have be -
come a Nazi. His works in clude nu mer ous con dem na tions
of anti-Semitism and na tion al ism (and thus were se lec -
tively cen sored by Eliz a beth).  But the best mea sure of
Nietz sche’s con tri bu tion and im por tance to Na zism is not
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in con jec tures about what Nietz sche might have thought
about Na zism, but in the ac tual rev er ence of the Na zis for
him.  Nietz sche’s most cel e brated book, Also Sprach
Zarathustra, (“Thus Spake Zarathustra”) was con sid ered
the “bi ble” of the Hit ler Youth and was “en shrined with
Hit ler’s Mein Kampf and Al fred Rosenberg’s Myth of the
Twen ti eth Cen tury -- in the vault of the Tannenberg Me mo -
rial, which had been erected to com mem o rate Ger many’s
vic tory over Rus sia in the First World War” (Pe ters:221).
Hit ler and the Na zis of ten used Nietzschean phrases such as 
“will to power,” “live dan ger ously,” and “Su per man,” but
more sig nif i cantly, Nietz sche be came a hero to the masses
as well.  Cer tain Ger man in tel lec tu als can on ized Nietz sche
through the pop u lar me dia of the day.  Pe ters writes,

Ger many’s in tel lec tual elite, in clud ing po ets like Ste fan
George and writ ers like Tho mas Mann, saw in Ni etz -
sche’s “aris to cratic radi cal ism” an an swer to the deca dent 
demo cratic ide als of the West.  Fer vent young men and
women met for ritu al is tic read ings from Za ra thus tra.
Hymns were com posed to cele brate the new re lig ion, and
by the time the body of the sick phi loso pher was fi nally
put to rest, he was pro claimed a saint (Pe ters:ix).

The Cul tural Elites

    Who were these “in tel lec tu als”
who pop u lar ized Nietzschean fas -
cism in Ger many?  Stefan George,
one of Ger many’s most pop u lar
po ets of the time, was a ped er ast
and “a guid ing ex am ple” to the
Com mu nity of the Elite.  “George
and his dis ci ples,” write
Oosterhuis and Ken nedy, “...re viv -
i fied Holderlin’s con cept of
Griechendeutschen (Hel lenic Ger -
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mans), [and] con trasted in their po etry and life style the
‘eter nal spring of ho mo erotic friend ship’ from the fam ily”
(Oosterhuis and Ken nedy:91).  Homosexualist Ian Young
wrote that “In George, aes theti cism, Nietzscheanism and
ho mo sex ual ide al ism were trans muted into a po etic phi los -
o phy” (Young:183).

 In 1903, George be came in fat u ated with a 15-year-old
boy and made him a fig ure of wor ship in a 1907 book called 
Der siebente Ring (“The Sev enth Ring”).  His last book,
Das neue Reich (“The New King dom”), pub lished in 1928,
“proph e sied an era in which Ger many would be come a new 
Greece” (Miles in Grolier).  In 1933, when Hit ler came to
power, he of fered  George the po si tion of  Pres i dent of the
Nazi Acad emy of Let ters (a post which he turned down)
(Mosse:60).

Thomas Mann’s iden ti fi ca tion with Nietz sche may also
have had some thing to do with the lat ter’s ho mo sex u al ity. 
Among other works, Mann is fa mous for a 1912 no vella
called Der Tod in Venedig (“Death in Ven ice”), in which
“an ag ing writer risks life and rep u ta tion in his at tempts to
gaze on the Apollonian beauty of the 14-year-old Tadzio”
(Reiter in Grolier).  Homosexualist his to rian A.L. Rowse
called this no vella “the most pub li cized ho mo sex ual story
of the cen tury” (Rowse:212).  A re cently pub lished bi og ra -
phy, Thomas Mann:  A Life, by Don ald Prater, es tab lishes
the nov el ist’s ho mo sex u al ity.  A re view of this book in The
San Fran cisco Ex am iner (De cem ber 23, 1995) states that
the book is based in part on Mann’s pri vate di a ries, which
re veal a “se cret ho mo erotic life.”   

Mann was mar ried and had six chil dren for whom he
was “a re mote and some times ter ri fy ing fig ure.”  The ar ti -
cle re veals that two of these chil dren, Klaus and Mi chael,
com mit ted sui cide. Two of his chil dren be came ho mo sex u -
als (Rowse:212).   Mann con fesses in his di ary that the char -
ac ter Tadzio, the 14-year-old boy in “A Death in Ven ice,”
was ac tu ally mod eled af ter a boy on whom Mann “de vel -
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oped  a crush while holidaying in Ven ice.” We must be
clear, how ever, that Mann’s con tri bu tion to Na zism, his
role in pop u lar iz ing Nietz sche, was un in tended.  Mann was
per son ally anti-Nazi, and was per sona non grata with Hit -
ler’s gov ern ment..  

Nietz sche’s in flu ence ex tended be yond the Ger man
bor der.  Adapting for its sub ject “the Nietzschean ec stasy”
in the Ital ian art world, play wright Frank Wedekind’s play,
Spring’s Awak en ing, fea tures a cast of school boys whom
he “al lowed...to ex pe ri ence all forms of sex u al ity ...[in clud -
ing] mas tur ba tion, het ero sex ual pro mis cu ity and..ho mo -
sex ual love mak ing be tween the boys” (Mosse:61).  Benito
Mus so lini him self ac knowl edged a debt of grat i tude to
Nietz sche dur ing his dic ta tor ship (Pe ters:212).

Nietz sche’s sis ter, Elis a beth, fig ured prom i nently in
pre-Nazi and Nazi Ger many.  Af ter Nietz sche’s death in
1900, she as sumed con trol of his es tate and re lent lessly pro -
moted her brother’s writ ings, es tab lish ing the Nietz sche
Ar chives.  Dur ing the Weimar Re pub lic the Ar chives be -
came “the cen ter of a pow er ful coun ter-revolutionary cur -
rent” of Ger man na tion al ism (ibid.:206).  At one point
Nietz sche’s fol low ers wanted to build a Nietz sche Tem ple,
com plete with stat ues of Apollo and Dionysos (ibid.:200).
While the tem ple was never built, Adolf Hit ler him self
com mis sioned a shrine to Nietz sche, a me mo rial au di to -
rium and li brary “where Ger man youth could be taught
Nietz sche’s doc trine of a mas ter race” (ibid.:222).  The
Friedrich Nietz sche zum Gedachinis erbaut (“Friedrich
Nietz sche Me mo rial Build ing”) was opened in Au gust of
1938 (McIntyre:192).

An in ter est ing aside to this story is the fact that in 1886
Elis a beth Nietz sche and her hus band founded a col ony in
Par a guay, South Amer ica called Nueva Germania (“New
Ger many”).  Af ter the fall of the Third Reich, Nueva
Germania shel tered hun dreds of flee ing Nazi war crim i -
nals, in clud ing the in fa mous Dr. Jo seph Mengele
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(McIntyre: 5,205ff). An other in ter est ing fact is that Rudolf
Steiner, who would later found the occultic
Anthroposophical So ci ety, was briefly in volved with Elis a -
beth in the man age ment of the Nietz sche Ar chives.

Frederich Nietz sche’s in flu ence on the Na zis is re -
flected in all they did. “Be come hard and show no mercy,”
Nietz sche taught, “for evil is man’s best force” (Pe -
ters:227). One won ders whether his tory might have been
dif fer ent if Ger mans had been aware that the writ ings of
their fas cist “ge nius” may have been in flu enced by im -
paired brain func tion “caused by...the ter tiary phase of ce -
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re bral syph i lis” (ibid.:35).  In 1902, a doc tor by the name of
P.J. Mobius at tempted to warn his coun try men “that they
should be ware of Nietz sche, for his works were the prod -
ucts of a dis eased brain” (ibid.:184).  Un for tu nately for the
world, Mobius’s re port was squelched by Elis a beth and her
pow er ful friends.

The at trac tion of fas cism for ho mo sex u als ap pears in
the his tory of other coun tries as well.  As we noted ear lier,
pro-Nazi fas cist or ga ni za tions in both Eng land and France
were headed by ho mo sex u als. In Eng land, the or ga ni za tion
was called the An glo-German Fel low ship, and was headed
by Brit ish ho mo sex u als Guy Fran cis de Moncy Bur gess,
and Cap tain John Rob ert Macnamara.  (As an aside, while
we can not state con clu sively that they acted with trea son -
ous mo tives, it must be noted that ho mo sex ual po lit i cal ac -
tiv ists played a ma jor role in the ap pease ment of Hit ler
prior to World War II (Noebel:128ff)).  

In France, the pro-Nazi fas cists were rep re sented by
two groups, the Rad i cal So cial ist Party headed by Edouard
Pfeif fer (Sec re tary Gen eral), and the French Pop u lar Party
headed by Jacques Doriot.  Pfeif fer was openly  ho mo sex -
ual.  Less is known about Doriot, but, as we have shown, his 
or ga ni za tion seems to have to have had an at trac tion for ho -
mo sex u als in any case (Costello:300ff.). 

The Bel gian fas cist “Rexist” move ment was led by
Leon Degrelle “who
would come to re gard
him self as the spir i tual son 
of Hit ler” (Toland:410). 
In Aus tria, it was Artur
Seyss-Inquart, who, af ter
Hit ler’s as cen sion to
power was “ap pointed
Min is ter of the In te rior,
with full, un lim ited con -
trol of the na tion’s po lice
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forces” (ibid.:434). In Nor way, it was the in fa mous
Vidkum Quis ling, whose very sur name be came syn on y -
mous with “trai tor.” Igra iden ti fies all of these men as ho -
mo sex ual (Igra:86).  A “top leader” of the Nazi Party in
Czecho slo va kia was also ho mo sex ual (Oosterhuis:243). 

A con nec tion be tween ho mo sex u al ity and fas cism in
Ger many’s mil i tary al lies is im plied by his to rian Mary
Beard  In The Sex Life of the Un mar ried Adult she writes
that “the Fas cist move ment in Ger many, as in It aly and Ja -
pan, is es sen tially a dy namic of un mar ried males...Adolph
Hit ler, [is] a bach e lor like the ma jor ity of the thirty or forty
lead ers of the Nazi Party...A num ber of the prom i nent Na -
zis are men with re cords of sex ual per ver sions as well as of
mil i tary dar ing” (Beard:158).  Homosexualists John
Lauritsen and Da vid Thorstad re port that in the So viet Un -
ion, ho mo sex u al ity be came known as “the fas cist per ver -
sion” dur ing the 1930’s. They quote the So viet writer,
Maxim Gorky: “There is al ready a slo gan in Ger many,
‘Erad i cate the ho mo sex ual and fas cism will dis ap pear’”
(Lauritsen and Thorstad:69). 
    Wil helm Reich, au thor of The Mass Psy chol ogy of Fas -
cism was a prom i nent Ger man psy cho an a lyst when Hit ler
came to power in 1933.  He wrote that ho mo sex u al ity was
the breed ing ground of fas cism.  In 1936, fel low psy chi a -
trist Erich Fromm ech oed this view and also linked ho mo -
sex u al ity with sado-masochism (Oosterhuis:242).  This
link has been widely rec og nized in past de cades. 
Oosterhuis writes,

Dutch lib eral an ar chist An ton Con standse...claimed that
“be cause most Na tional So cial ist or gani za tions are typi -
cally all- male so cie ties, ho mo sexu al ity was in evi ta -
ble....Eve ry body knows that the sex ual abuse of youths
was quite com mon in Roehm’s SA.”  From this he in ferred 
that “the great dan ger of male bond ing, es pe cially in the
mili tary, is in deed ho mo sexu al ity.”  The anti- fascist jour -
nal Het Fun da ment , pub lished in Hol land, also char ac ter -
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ized ho mo sexu al ity as typi cal of fas cism.... [F]emi nist
Maria An toni etta Mac cioc chi ...[wrote of] the  ex treme
mi sog yny of “the broth er hood of male chau vin ist fas cists
and ho mo sex ual Na zis.”  Su san Son tag ex plained the
popu lar ity of sa do maso chism in the gay sub cul ture...sim -
ply as an “eroti ciz ing of Na zism.”  Accord ing to her,
“there is a natu ral link” be tween ho mo sex ual sa do maso -
chism and fas cism.  The stereo type was also made visi ble
in such films as Lu chino Vis con ti’s The Damned (1969),
Ber nardo Ber to luc ci’s The Con form ist (1971), Pier Paolo 
Pa so lini’s Salo or the 120 Days of Sodom (1975), and
Volker Schlon dorff’s The Tin Drum (1978) - (Ooster -
huis:244f). 

 We can see that the roots of Na zism are fun da men tally
in ter re lated with the ho mo sex u al ity of its phi los o phers; a
fact noted by many prom i nent writ ers and think ers.   (Al -
though it may be mere co in ci dence we are re minded  that
the Latin root of fas cism is fas ces, “a bun dle of rods.”  A di -
min u tive of fas ces is “fag got,” a com mon pe jo ra tive for ho -
mo sex u als.) In the lives of such men as Plato, Frederick the
Great, and Nietz sche, whose writ ings and deeds were foun -
da tional to mod ern fas cism, the com mon de nom i na tor is
ho mo sex ual be hav ior.  Cer tainly not ev ery fas cist has been
ho mo sex ual, just as not ev ery ho mo sex ual has been fas cist.
But the glar ing truth of his tory is that con tem po rary Ger -
man ho mo sex u als bore a dis pro por tion ately large share of
the re spon si bil ity for the rise of Na zism.

We have now looked at three sep a rate and dis tinct
realms of pre-Nazi Ger man so ci ety which con trib uted to
the for ma tion and suc cess of the Nazi Party.  In the Ger man
“gay rights” move ment we saw the pederastic or i gins of the 
Hel lenic re vival and its in flu ence on the youth and
Freikorps move ments.  We also saw how the rift be tween
the “Butch” and “Fem” fac tions of the ho mo sex ual move -
ment laid the ground work for the mis treat ment of some ho -
mo sex u als later on in the Nazi re gime.
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In the realm of pa gan re li gion we saw the im por tance of
ho mo sex u al ity in oc cult ism and the in flu ence of oc cult ism
in the de vel op ment of Nazi thought.  We have noted that
many of the prom i nent oc cult ists who in flu enced the
growth of Na zism were ho mo sex u als, and that a num ber of
the early Na zis them selves were both ho mo sex u als and oc -
cult ists.  Finally, we have seen that ho mo sex u als and ped er -
asts were in te gral to the cre ation and de vel op ment of
fas cism and Na tional So cial ist phi los o phy.

Now that we have ex plored the re la tion ship be tween
ho mo sex u al ity and the as pects of Ger man thought and cul -
ture which led to the de vel op ment of Na zism, we can be gin
to ex am ine more closely the for ma tion and early years of
the Nazi Party it self, as well as the in di vid u als, in clud ing
Hit ler, who led the Nazi move ment.
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