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Chapter Six

HOMOSEXUALITY IN THE
CONCENTRATION CAMPS

Wehavenow ar rived at oneof themost sensi tivetopics
in our discussion of homosexuality in Nazi Germany. As
we have noted, revisionists have attempted to define
homosexuals as a class of people who were “targeted for
ex ter mi nation” by theNazis. Onehomosex ual groupwent
so far as to stage a high-profile “pilgrimage’ to the Yad
Vashem HolocaustMemorial inJerusaleminMay of 1994.
They were met by a delegation of Jewish Holocaust
survivorswho were so over come with out rage that some of
them had to be restrained from physically assaulting the
contingent of (mostly American) political activists. One
man cried, “My grand father waskilled for refusingto have
sexual relationswiththecamp commandant. Y ouaredese
cratingthisplace...” (TheJerusalemPost, May 30, 1994).

Y et, as we have noted, some homosexuals did in fact
diein Nazi concentration camps. We do not diminish the
trag edy of any lifelost un der the Nazi reign of ter ror; how-
ever, wemust reject theimpli cationthat homosexualsasa
class should be given mora equivalency to the Jewish
people and other victims of genocide. There are five rea-
sonswhy wemust reject thisclaim of therevi sionists.
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First, we know that regardless of Himmler's anti-
homosexual rhetoric, homosexuals as a class were never
targeted for extermination, as their continued role in the
Third Reich demon strates.

Second, those homo sexuaswhodieddid sopri marily
as the result of mistreatment and disease in slave-labor
camps-- not inthe gas cham bers. Asreported inthe Wash
ingtonBlade

John Fout, professor of history...said hisre search shows
that about 50,000 men were imprisonedforhomosexual

related “ of fenses’ by the Nazisbetween 1933 and 1945.

Most of them, hesaid, wereim prisonedfor rel atively short
sentences and in regular Germanprisons, not concentra
tion camps as has been generaly believed (Researcher
says Nazi persecution not systematic, The Washington

Blade, May 22, 1998).

Third, though we cannot condone the form of punish
ment meted out by theNazis, homo sex ual sod omy wasale
giti matecrimeof long-standingfor whichindi vidualswere
beingjailed both beforeand af ter the Nazi Regime (andin
thiscountry dur ingthesametimeperiod). Indeed, Fout ac-
knowl edgesthat rather thanbeingar restedindiscrimi nately
simplyfor“being” ahomosexual, “theover whelming ma
jority of thosear rested...werechargedwithengagingin sex
inpublicplaces, such asparksand publicrestrooms’ (ibid).
This is in contrast to the internment of Jewish people,
whose ethnicity is morally (and in pre-Nazi Germany, le-
galy) neutral.

Fourth, the actual number of homosex ualsinthecamps
wasatiny fraction of both the esti mated num ber of ho mo-
sexuals in Ger many and the esti mate of thecamp pop ula
tion. The camp homosexual population, estimated at
5,000-15,000 by Fout and by Joan Ringelheim of the US
Holocaust museum (Rose:40), contained anundeter mined
percentage of non-homosexuals falsely labeled as homo
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Dachau Con cen tra tion Camp was the first to open.

sexuals (see section titled “Anti-homosexua Policies’
above). Homosexuals who died were “a small fraction of
less than 1 per cent” of homo sex ualsinNazi-occupied Eu-
rope (S. Katz:146), compared to more than 85 percent of
EuropeanJewry. Tobemorespecific, Buchenwadwasthe
camp with the highest number of supposed homosexual
prisoners. AccordingtoGrau, it’ sannual pop ulationcount
of “pink triangles’ peaked at just 189 in 1944, with fewer
than 100 such prisonersintheyearspriorto 1942. “Thefig-
ures were small in comparison with the total number of
prisoners there -- well below one percent in every year”
(Grau:264).

Fifthandlast, many of theguardsand ad ministratorsre
sponsible for the infamous concentration camp atrocities
werehomo sex ualsthem selves, which negatestheideathat
homosexuals in general were being persecuted and in-
terned.

The Nazi system of concentration camps began with
Dachau in 1933, but by thefall of the Third Reich the num-
ber of sites which had held prisonersinGer manoccupied
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ter ri tory sur passed 10,000 (Parshall:57). Itisnotgener aly
known that only six of these camps were the notorious
“death camps.” In his introduction to Jean-Francios

Steiner’s Treblinka, Terrence des Pres addresses this dis-
tinction:

The first Nazi camps, which

were set up soon af ter Hitler

cameto power in 1933, were
designed as places of deten-
tion and astrain ing grounds
for the SS. Dachau and
Buchen wald were among the
most notori ous, andalthough
we cannot forget that thou -

sands of people perished in

these places, we should keep

in mind that camps of this
kind were not intended or

equipped to be instruments
of genocide...nowever, &
the Nazi policy of extermk

nation took shape with the

Jaws as primary target, the

major “kill ingcenters,” asthey cametobecalled, beganto
operate...The great killing centers were six: Auschwitz-

Birkenau, Sobidor, Chelmno, Bel zec, Maidenek, and
Treblinka(Stel ner:x-xi).

We makethispoint sim ply to show that thein tern ment
of homo sexu al sinthecon centration campswasnot equiva
lent to that of Jewsand other racial groupswho were, under
Nazi pol icy, tar geted for ex ter mi nation. Asterri bleaslife
could be in the work camps, it offered better chances than
being herded into gas chambers or shot in front of mass
graves.

An additional point that deserves mention here is that
the uniform pattern of brutality for which the camps are
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knownwasestablishedasadeliberateandcal culatedpol icy
by the SA un der Ernst Roehm in 1933. Hel den writesthat
“[t]heS.A. hadlearned...that thewill of anim prisoned mass
must be broken by the most loathsome cruelty” (Heiden,
1944:565). He later adds that “[f]rightening reports also
trickled through from the concentration camps, and the
publi cbegantoreal izethat theFuehrer’s picked troops had
or ganizedartifi cial hellsinDachau...Roehmad mitted pub-
licly that these things seemed un bear ableto many people,
but said he saw no reason for stop pingthem” (ibid.:732f).
Though Roehmwas soonkilled, hissystem of masstor ture
anddegradationendured.

The Guards and Kapos

There is one aspect of life in the concentration camps
thatissel domnotedby histori ans, yetisprofoundly signif i-
cantinthisdiscussion. That as pect isthe unique status of
homo sex uasinthecamps. For whileany prisoner couldbe
chosen as a Kapo (a slave overseer), none other of the in-
terned groupsexcept homosex ual shadcounter partsamong
the Nazi guards and administrators (for example, there
were no Jewish guards or administrators). Stephan Ross,
founder of theNew EnglandHolo caust Mu seum, esti mates
that “about 20 percent of those guardingJewishprisoners
were homosexuals.” Ross was himself interned for five
yearsinNazi campsasachildand wasrepeat edly sex ually
abused by the guards. “[T]hey would beat you and make
you do that [per form oral sex]” hesaid. “Tothisday | am
very angry about it” (“Holocaust Survivor: Molested by
Guards,” TheMassachusettsNews April 5, 2000).

Examples of the homosexuality of the concentration
camp guards can befound in many of the per sonal ac counts
of Holocaustsurvivors. ElieWiesdl, sent to the Buna fac-
tory camp in the Auschwitz complex, for example, ac-
knowl edgesthisin his book Night:
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The head of
our tent was a
German. An
assassin's
face, fleshy
lips, hands like
wolf’'s  paws.
He was so fat
he could
hardly move.
Like the leader
of the camp he
loved chil-
dren...(Actu-
aly this was
not a disinter
ested affec
tion: there was
aconsiderable
traffic in
young chil dren
among homo
sexudls here, |
learned later)
(Wiesdl:59).

In Treblinka, the narrative ac count of the Treb linkaupris
ing, Stei ner recordsthestory of another Nazi ad ministrator,
takenfrominter viewswithsur vi vors:

Max Bidlas had a harem of lit tle Jew ish boys. Heliked
them young, no older than seventeen. He had a kind of
par ody of the shep herdsof Ar cadia, their rolewastotake
care of the camp flock of geese. They were dressed like
little princes...Bielas had a little barracks built for them
that lookedlikeadoll’ shouse...Bielassoughtin Treblinka
only the satisfaction of his homosexua instincts (Stei-
ner:117f).
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Wal ter Pol ler,aGer manpoliti cal prisoner whowasin
terned in the Buchenwald concentration camp, also noted
the homosexuality of certain guards. In Medical Block
Buchenwald Poller describes the camp practice of mass
beat ings, and re portson the per verse pleasurethese guards
derived fromthetor ment of theprisoners:

If thecamp doc tor hap pened to passby af ter amasswhip-
ping, and knew that acer tain type of ho mo sex ual Schar-
Fuehrer [platoonleader] and SSof fi cer stood at acer tain
gate, hear rangedalittlespecial enter tainment for them,
whichhecalledamedi cal ex ami nation (Pol ler:103).

Poller leaves the details of these “medical examina
tions’ to our imagination. But this brief glimpse into the
ranks of the SS guards re veals much about the camps. Pol-
ler’s distinction between “types’ of homosexual SS of fi-
cers, for ex am ple, im pliesthat there were more than afew
suchguards. Fur ther more, theirhomosexual ity wasamat-
ter of publi cknowl edge. Both of thesein fer encesare sup-
ported in another passage which tells of the retaliation
againsttheJew ishprisonersfol lowingtheat tempted assas
s nationof HitlerinJuly, 1944:

Two Scharfuehrer came along the empty camp roads at
about nine o’ clock. One of them was...an Ober schar fue-
hrer [com mander of platoon lead ers] knowntothepris-
oners by the nick-name of “Anna,” because of his
undisguised homosexuality. They entered one of the
Jewish bar racks, and therein dis crimi nately chose five
Jewsand brought them out side. From asec ond bar racks
they brought out eight more. From athird they se lected
an other seven...thetwenty Jeawswere...[ marched] off un-
der Annd's orders...Some time later we heard a burst of
fir ing from the di rec tion of the stone quarry. It wasnow
clear that the earthly ex istence of our...Jew ish comrades
had ended (ibid.:136f).
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Plant, thougharevi sionist, ad mitsthat “afew SSguards
were homosexual” and that they “made some younger in-
mates, usually Poles or Russians, their ‘dolly boys
(Pielpel)” (Plant:166). These homosex ual anticswerenot
carried out in secret. Plant writes that such guards would
“occasionally compete with Kapos for these teenagers.
They evendrew lotsto deter minewho should go to whom”
(ibid.:166). Primo Levi, in Survival in Auschwitz notes
that “young attractive homosexuals’ had a much higher
survival rate than average prisoners (Levi:81).

Y ounger children were not spared from abuse, but in
fact many suf fered moreharshly. Dr. Judith Reismanwrites
that Nazi industrialist Alfried Krupp maintained a “chil -
dren’s concentration camp”called Buchmannshof where
very young chil drenwereusedinsex ual ex per i ments.

Infantsand chil drenunder six yearsof ageweretornfrom
their Krupp enslaved mothers and interned in
Buchmannshof for their brief lives. Buchmannshof chil-
dren died at the rate of some 50 per day for years, newly
born or taken from parents brought to the Krupp slave
camps. Krupp's older slave children were called “slave
youth” and little is known about their lives (Reisman,
Kinsey: Crimesand Con sequences.311).

Reisman be lieves that the Krupp camp was one source
of the appall ing“childor gasm” statisticscitedin Table34
of the 1948 Kinsey report (ibid.). Krupp, an exceedingly
ruthless and cruel man, was tried and convicted at
Nuremberg, but not for his involvement with
Buchmannhof. The ex istence of the camp was never men-
tionedintheKruppindictment (Manchester:537). (Signifi-
cantly, Alfried was the grandson of Fritz Krupp, the
notori ouspeder astwhocommittedsui cidewhenhissex ual
abuse of boysbe camepub lic knowl edgein Ger many. The
Kruppscandal ex posedapow er ful and cor rupthomosex ual
cligueinthegov ern ment and led to high-profile court room
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trials between 1907 and
1912. For more on this
chapter of German his-
tory see Lively, “Ger-
many’s National Vice
Revisited,” in The Poi-
soned Stream, 1997).

Although homosex
uals constituted one of
the smallest numerical
minorities in the camps
(Plant:153), they appar-
ently were ap pointedin
disproportionally large
numbers as Kapos
(roughly the equivalent Alfried Krupp
of “trusties’ inour pena
system). Psy choanalyst and medi cal doctor Ed mund Ber-
gler writes that “[i]t is...well known that the capos in Hit-
ler’ sconcentrationand ex ter mi nation campswereonly too
frequently recruited from the ranks of homosexual crimi-
nals...I had firsthand information on this point from a pa-
tient who had spent six years in the infamous camp at
Dachau (Bergler:279). Jan D. (who wishes to remain
anonymous), in Auschwitz and Gross Rosen from
1940-1945, com mentsontheroleof theseprisoners: “The
most cru elty inflicted on the Concentration Campsprison
ers was done by the ‘Capos (work detail supervisors),
mostly German criminals and homosexuals’ (Private let-
ter).

In Hidden Holocaust?, Gunter Grau includes a report
from the Buchenwald ar chives. It reads,

The kapo, Her zog, was aformer mem ber of the for eign
legion,extremely brutal, appar ently homosexual - sadistic
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and with a frightening tendency to become frenzied; if
some one was beaten by him it was all over (Grau:268).

These testimonies are supported by Raul Hilberg,
author of The Destruction of the European Jews and a
mem ber of the(U.S.) Presi dent’ sCom missionontheHolo
caust. Rector citesaDecember 10, 1979 Vil lageVoicear ti-
cle in which Hilberg said “that homosexuals were highly
val ued prisoners[relativetothe Jews], and that many kapos
— inmates who administered the barracks and dispensed
instant discipline (beatings and killings were common)
weregay” (Rector:139).

There seems to have been a great dichotomy between
theex peri encesof homosexualsinthecamps. Whileonthe
one hand, Plant claimsthat ho mo sexu al sweretreated more
harshly than the members of other groups, citingKogon’'s
Dachaumemoir,The Theory and Practiceof Hell, other re-
searchers refute this. Shelly Roberts, one of the Shoah
Foundation’ sresearcherspostedthefol lowingcommenton
the World Wide Web, March 6, 1997.

| am one of the privilegedwhoisinterviewingholocaust

sur vi vorsfor the Spielberg video history project....I have
encountered at least half adozen sur vi vorswho of fer frag

mentsandindi cationsand scrapsof infor mationthat some
Ger manlesbi ansandinter national homosex ual menwere
in fact treated better (areally rel ativeterm here) thanthe
av erageJewishprisoner....Thisisseparatetoany Nazi of-

ficer who col lected young boysto keep in hispri vate col-

lection (read harum[sic]). These boyswere not given any
options.

If the infor mation | am hear ing from these nice Jew ish
sur vi vors, who don’t ap pear to have any axesto grind, is
true, than [sic] it WOULD seem that (some?most?all?)
homosex uals...may havebeengivensomekindof favored
status.
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Roberts,interestingly, is no fan of ThePink Swastika,
whichshe(or he) char acterizesas*aspite-filledrevi sionist
doc ument onthenet that pur portsto beareal ity-basedtrea
tiseonprivileged gays’ (ibid).

Inany case, thereareconflicting claimsabout thestatus
of homosexualsrel ativetoother prisonersinthecamps. To
someex tentthismay simply reflect thedif fer encesbetween
campsandthephilosophiesof theiradministrators. Butthe
enduring “Butch/Fem” conflict clearly had a substantial
bear ing onthetreat ment of homosexuals.

Plant writes of one survivor who reported that “the
guards lashed out with special fury against those who
showed ‘effeminate traits” (Plant:172). And Rector re-
cordsastatement fromaninter view withafor merPink Tri-
angle named Wolf (a pseudonym) in which the issue of
effeminacy was raised. “The ones who were soft, shall |
say, weretheoneswho suf fered ter ri bly” (Rector:157).

Rudolf Hoess, the infamous commandant of
Auschwitz, defined” genuinehomosexuals...[by their] soft
and girlish affectations and fastidiousness, their sickly
sweet man ner of speech, andtheir al to gether too af fection
atedeport menttowardtheir fel lows’ (Hoessinibid.:137f).
These “genuine homosexu
als” wereconsideredincor rt
gible and held in specid
barracks,  while  many
non-effeminate homosexuals
were released (ibid.:137). It
is probable that Hoess was
homosexual. He had been a
member of Gerhard
Rossbach’s homosexua
Freikorps and aclose friend
of Edmund Heines
(Snyder:301), the pro curer of
boys for Roehm’ s pederastic

Rudolf Hoess
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orgies.

Wolf’ stesti mony about thehomosex ual behavior of the
SS guards also reveals the sadistic characteristic of the
“Butches.” “In the cell next to mine was a young male
prostitute from Steglitz who the SS forced into [sexud
acts]” (Rector:156). He also described a game the SS
played each evening. “There were holes in the walls and
they would reach through the holes and play with the gen i-
talsof themen sleeping closeto the holes. Thenthey would
say that they had caught them jack ing off, and they would
beat them” (ibid.:156). During his imprisonment, Wolf
wasalsoforcedtowit nessanex ecutionof six politi cal es
cap eeswho had been re cap tured by theguards. “ They were
stripped na ked, tied to the ta ble spread-eagle face up, and
beaten to death with clubs, one by one, “ hereported. “You
couldseethat the SSex ecutionersbecamesex ualy stimu
lated while beating the screaming prisoners to death”
(ibid.:157).

Thisex tremesav agery ex hibited by the"Butch" homo-
sexuals of the camps was not rare, but some accounts of
brutal ity aremoregruesomethanothers. AtAuschwitz, for
example, Kapo Ludwig Tiene became the most prolific
mass murderer of all time by strangling, crushing and
gnaw ing to death asmany as 100 boysand young men aday
while he raped them (ibid.:143). Incidentally,thesecond
most prolific serial killerinhistory wasasohomo sex ual,
theinfamous”Bluebeard.” Theman believedtobetheleg
endary mass killer, Bluebeard, is Gilles De Rais, born in
Machecoul, Brittany, in 1404. In The Gay Book of Days,
Martin Greif, reportsthat af ter being ar rested on chargesof
blasphemy, Gillesde Rais" confessedto hav ingkilled some
150 boys ‘for the pleasure and gratification of my
senses ...Hedecided that sodomizing hisvictimswoul d sat-
isfy both his needs and the Devil's, and so more and more
boys disappeared into his castle, never to be seen again”
(Greif:21).
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Per hapsthemost grotesque story of al, how ever, is
told by Rector in his chap ter on the camps, gro tesque not
because it is bloodier, but because it reveals how wide-
spread and ac cept abl ethese ex tremesof per ver sion had be
come among the Nazi elite. He writes,

As for the SS, their behavior was typica among those
whoengagedin sex ua besti a ity. Anexampleisafilm,
in color with asound track, that was se cretly madefor the
pornographic enjoyment of a select mterie of Nazs
show ing awild drunken orgy of beauti ful boysand hand-

some young men being whipped, raped and mur dered by
the SS (Rec tor:144). (Note: Rec tor addsthat thisfilmis

still to day “very discreetly and very pri vately shown to
only aninner cir cleof certainhomo sexualsin Europe”).

No study of homosexuality in the Nazi concentration
camps would be complete without mentioning a book
caled The Menwiththe Pink Triangle Inrecent yearsthis
book hasbecomeastan dardtext for revi sionistsbhecauseit
ispur port edly theonly auto bi og raphy writ ten by aformer
pinktri angleprisoner. Thebook it self, how ever, writtenby
HeinzHeger, cannot beconsideredreli able. Itispresented
asanautobi ography, yettranslator David Fernbachad mits
inhisintroductionthat Heger’ saccountisnot hisown but is
the story of “an anonymous victim of the Nazis, an Aus-
trian” (Heger:9). Andthough it con tainsquite anumber of
anecdotes about homosexuality among the SS guards
which would otherwise be useful in this discussion, these
storiesall haveadistinct qual ity of sex ual fantasy. Weare
asked to believe that nearly every male authority figure
whom “Heger” encounters requires him to perform ora
sex, forexample.

Other ostensibly true-life histories of camp survivors
are sober chronicles of ensavement and degradation, but
“Heger’s’ account is almost whimsical in places and in-
cludesnumer ousimplau si ble scenes, suchasoneinwhich
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“Heger's’ Kapo lover countermands an order to punish
“Heger” whichcomesfromthecamp commandant him self.
For thisreason wewill not credit the many ex am plesof ho-
mo sex ual sadismreportedinthiswork.

Before we leave the subject of guards and Kapos, we
must men tion one of thefew ac counts of lesbi ansinNazi
history, again in connection with the prison system. In
ParisUndertheOccupation, Histori ansPer raultand Azema
describetheactivi tiesof theFrenchGestapo. They identify
“Sonia Boukassi, a drug addict, and Violette Morris,
onetime French weight-lifting champion, both leshians,
[as] the chief women’sinterrogators’ inthenotori oustor-
ture cham bers of La Car lingue (Per rault and Azema:38).

ThePrisoners

Homosexual prisoners did not integrate well into the
prisonpopulations, writesEugen Kogon. Theprisonersos
tracized “those whom the SS marked with the pink tri an
gle’ (Kogon:44). Kogon attributes this dislike to the fact
that the homosexua population included “criminals, and
especially blackmailers...Hostility toward them may also
have been partly rooted in the fact that homosexuality was
at onetimewidespread in Prussian mili tary cir cles, aswell
asthe SA and the SS” (ibid:44).

Kogonimpliesthattheprisonersassoci atedhomosexu
al ity withtheir tor mentorsandthussaw the“ pink tri angles’
asob jectsof fear and hatred. Plant sup portsthisview, not-
ing that “homosexual prisoners were often tainted by the
crimesof theho mo sex ual guards—even though they them-
selves were often the victims’ (Plant:167). Thereis evi-
dence, aswell, that theho mo sexuasinthecampsal ienated
their fellow prisoners because of the predatory nature of
their sex ual drive. Pol ishsoci ologist, AnnaPawelczynska,
in Values and Violencein Auschwitz, de scribesthissitua-
tion:
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Sometimes a confirmedhomosexua would lead a pris-
oner of normal inclinations into homosexual
practices. Such relationshipswereusually deeplyim
moral or deeply demor al izing. A prisoner- functionary’s
[Kapo's] desre to satisfy his or her pederasticsexual
needscould a somani festit self invari ousbrutal formsof

terror and black mail used to bring the part ner into com-
pli ance(Pawelczynska:98).

Pawelcznska's record aso refutes Plant’s suggestion
that homosexual prisoners were “utterly disunited” and
thereforepow er less. Shecitestheuseof prosti tutionasa
form of currency among the homosexual prisoners. This
waslikely acom mon means of get ting favorsfrom the ho-
mo sex ual guardsaswell. Shewrites,

...paid prostitution existed in the camp and the choice of

erotic part nerswasdic tated by one’ sabil ity to pay — ei-

ther in the form of help in gaining a better place in the

camp structureor, at each visit, intheform of food or bet-

ter clothes. Homosexua erotic availability became a
coin of incommensurateworth,inreturn for which the

chanceof biologi cal survival couldbewon, dependingon
thecli ent’ spossi bili ties(ibid.:99).

In Buchenwald, how ever, wearetold that “[a] ssisted by
iso lation from the other camp and more sup ported than su-
pervised by the SS, a number of bandits were completely
terrorizing the workforce, stealing the packets they were
sup posedtoreceivesincewinter 1941, and holdingreal or-
gies of brutality and the most shameless sadism. Sexual
abuse and the foulest murder were the order of the day”
(Grau:268).

Thereisoneother distinctionbetweenhomosexual and
other prisoners. Toward the end of World War I, many
homosexualswere released from the concentration camps
and drafted into theWehrmacht (Shaul:688). A leadinghis



244 Homosexuality in the Concentration Camps

Buy aprint copy of thisbook, in cluding pho tosand
graphics, at the book store,
www.abi dingtruth.com/pfrc/showproducts.php.

Founder of New Eng land Ho lo caust Me morrial tells of his abuse by he
mo sex ual guardsin a con cen tration camp.

torian of the period, StevenKatz citesrecordsthat “indi-
cate that 13% of all homosexua camp inmates were
reprieved andreleased” (S. Katz:146). This, of course, hap-
pened astheNazisfranti cally increasedtheir “ production”
in the death camps, trying to exterminateevery last Jew in
EuropebeforetheAlliescouldlib er atethe camps.

Werethesehomosex ual vol unteersmerecannonfodder
in the Nazi military? Not for those with the right sadistic
tem per ament. Many homo sex ual menchoseto“transferto
a delinquent battalion like the vicious ‘Strafbataillon
Dirlewanger’ (IGLA Euroletter 52, Au gust, 1977).

Oskar Dirlewanger, aformer Freikorps commander in
the 1920s, wasthe creator of thisex tremely bar barousunit,
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also known as the
Sonderkommando

Dirlewanger, “themost notort
ous of Waffen-SS units under
perhaps the most sadistic of
commanders’ (“36th
WaffenGrenadier-Division der
SS” WWW.WsSob.com).
Dirlewanger put together this
unit from concentration camp
inmates after he himself was
released from a camp after
serving a sentence for sexual
assault of afemalechildunder
four teen “and other sex crimes
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of avilenature” (www.eliteforcesofthethirdreich.com).
Survivor Stephan Ross says that many homosexuals
werereleasedwithout any requirement of mil i tary service:

All they [those accused of homosexuality] had to do to

get out [of the camp] wasto sign apa per to say that they
had been rehabilitatedand would n't doit [en gagein ho-
mo sex ual behavior] any more... They werenot tar getedto

die. Not likewewere. (TheMassachusettsNews, April 5,

2000).

Beforeweleavethissubject weshould mentionthefact
that many of the non-effeminate homosexuals interned in
Nazi work camps were former Storm Troopers whose
alegiance had been to Ernst Roehm and not to Hitler.
When “Roehm’s Avengers’ began killing SS leaders in
retaliation for Hitler’s assassination (Sny der:298), Himm-
ler cracked down on these ho mo sex ual former SA sol diers
and many were sent to the camps. (Thiswould ac count for
many of the inci dentsof sadismand brutal ity.) Holocaust
survivor Eugen Zuckerman wrote the following in a letter
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to the New York Post, protesting the portrayal of homo-
sexuals as Nazi victims in the New York Holocaust
museum.

AsaJdew ishex- inmateof sev eral concentrationcamps,in
cluding Mauthausen, and as one who grew up in Berlin
from the late 1920s until October 1939 and knows the
history that led to theintern ment of gay meninconcentra
tion camps, | am opposed to a memorial to homosexu

as...Thefirst thou sandsof ho mo sexu asinterned wereall
members of the Sturm Abteilung (SA), the Nazi Storm

Troopers(New York Post, February 16, 1997).

(For the rea sons he cited above, Raul Hilberg also be-
lievesthat the inclusionof homosexualsinany memori ali-
zation of Holocaust victims “would be a travesty” --
Hil berginRector:139).

Thus, if weadd upthenumbers, it ap pearsthat very few
of themil lionsof Euro pean ho mo sexu alswereever sentto
con centration campsand of thosewhowere, only afraction
were interned for purely sexua reasons. If, of the
5,000-15,000 homosexuals interned, the “first thousands”
were SA Brownshirts and many others were non-
homosexuals falsely charged with homosexuality, it is
possi blethat meredoz ensor hundredswereactually sentto
camps for homosexuality over the twelve years of Nazi
rule.



THE PINK SWASTIKA

247

DEBUNKING THE “GAY” HOLOCAUST
MYTH BY COMPARING “GAYS” TO JEWS

Variables

Jews

Homosexuals

1.Num ber of vic
tims

As many as six mil lion.

5,000-15,000 of which
anunde ter mined num-
berwere political prison-

ers falsely ac cused of
homosexuality.

2. The%of popula-
tion sent to con-
centrationcamps

Up to 85% of all Jews in
Ger many and Ger
man-occupied coun

tries.

Less than 1% of Eu ro-

peanhomosexualswere
interned.

3. The % sent to
camps of those
whowerear rested

Virtu ally all Jews ar
rested were sent to ex -
terminationcamps.

Ofallhomosexual
arrests, criminal and po-
liti cal, 10-15% were sent
to work camps.

4.Destinationupon
arrest

Directly orindirectly to
one of six death camps:
Auschwitz-Birkenau,
Sobidor, Chelmno,
Belzec, Maidenek or
Treblinka

Homo sexualswere sent
to sev eral of the
10,000+ work camps.

5. Reason for ar-
rest

Geno cide. Jews were
targetedforextermina
tion. Com pare to
Gypsies, Slavs and
other eth nic groups.

Criminalacts. Homo-
sex ualswere arrested
forviolating laws
against sod omy and
childmolestationwhich
pre dated the Nazi re-
gime. Com pare to
thieves, blackmailers
and other be hav-
ior-based groups.

6.Numberthat
died in the camps

As many as six mil lion.

Probablylessthan
6,000

7.Primary cause of
death

Mass ex e cutionbyfiring
squad, gas cham ber,
etc.

Starvation,disease,

mis treat ment by guards.
Homo sex ualsasaclass
were not tar geted for
extermination

8. Chance of re-
lease

Jews had al most no
chance of re lease.

Homo sex uals were rou
tinely re leased if they
convincinglyrenounced
homosexuality or joined
themilitary.
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Homosexuality in the Concentration Camps

Variables

Jews

Homosexuals

9.Useinmedical
experiments

Jews were used as
guinea pigs in hor rific
ex periments which usu-
ally re sultedinmutilation
or death.

Toin crease the breed ing
population,somehomo-
sexualsreceivedsurgical
im plants to raise tes tos-
teronelev els or were
forced to have sex with
female prostitutes.

Some were cas trated.
Death was rare and unin-
tended.

10.Punishment
forharboring

Punishmentforhiding
Jews was death.

There was no pun ish-
ment for har bor ing ho-

mosexuals. Manywere
pro tected by Nazi lead-

ers.

11.Representa
tion among camp
guards

There were no known
Jew ish guards in the
concentrationcamps.

By some es ti mates, up to
20% of camp guards
werehomosexuals.

12.Responsibility
fortheHolo caust

The Jews were not in
any way re spon sible for

the Holo caust.

A high per cent age of Hit-
ler'scroniesassociated

with Nazi atrocities were
homosexuals.

13.UseofHolo-
caust “vic tim sta-
tus” asapolitical
tool

Jew ish groups do not
flaunt the yel low star or
ex ploitthe Holo caust for
political gain.

“Gay” ac tivists use the
pinktrian gle as their
move ment's symboland
rou tinely in voke the “Gay
Ho lo caust” myth for po lit
icaladvantage.

14.Relationship
of Ho lo caust me-
morialsponsors
andbenefactors
tovictims

Jewish sponsorsand
benefactors of Ho lo caust
me morials are often fam-
ily mem bers of vic tims.
Non-relatives still share a
6,000 year eth nic and
culturalheritage.

The only bond that links
homosexualsintoday’s
move ment with those in-
terred in Nazi work
camps is the com mon
practice of sod omy and a
shared sense of so cial
ostracismbe cause ofit.




