
Chap ter Six

HOMOSEXUALITY IN THE 
CONCENTRATION CAMPS

We have now ar rived at one of the most sen si tive top ics
in our dis cus sion of ho mo sexu al ity in Nazi Ger many.  As
we have noted, re vi sion ists have at tempted to de fine
homosexu als as a class of peo ple who were “tar geted for
ex ter mi na tion” by the Na zis.  One ho mo sex ual group went
so far as to stage a high- profile “pil grim age” to the Yad
Vashem Holo caust Me mo rial in Je ru sa lem in May of 1994.
They were met by a dele ga tion of Jew ish Holo caust
survivors who were so over come with out rage that some of
them had to be re strained from physi cally as sault ing the
con tin gent of (mostly Ameri can) po liti cal ac tiv ists.  One
man cried, “My grand fa ther was killed for re fus ing to have
sexual re la tions with the camp com man dant.  You are dese -
crat ing this place...” (The Je ru sa lem Post, May 30, 1994).  

Yet, as we have noted, some ho mo sexu als did in fact
die in Nazi con cen tra tion camps.  We do not di min ish the
trag edy of any life lost un der the Nazi reign of ter ror; how -
ever, we must re ject the im pli ca tion that ho mo sexu als as a
class should be given moral equiva lency to the Jew ish
people and other vic tims of geno cide.  There are five rea -
sons why we must re ject this claim of the re vi sion ists.  
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First, we know that re gard less of Himm ler’s anti-
 homosexual rhetoric, ho mo sexu als as a class were never
tar geted for exter mi na tion, as their con tin ued role in the
Third Reich dem on strates.  

Sec ond, those ho mo sexu als who died did so pri mar ily
as the re sult of mis treat ment and dis ease in slave- labor
camps -- not in the gas cham bers.  As re ported in the Wash -
ing ton Blade

John Fout, pro fes sor of his tory...said his re search shows
that about 50,000 men were im pris oned for ho mo sex ual
re lated “of fenses” by the Na zis be tween 1933 and 1945. 
Most of them, he said, were im pris oned for rel a tively short 
sen tences and in reg u lar Ger man pris ons, not con cen tra -
tion camps as has been gen er ally be lieved (Re searcher
says Nazi per se cu tion not sys tem atic, The Wash ing ton
Blade , May 22, 1998).

 

Third, though we can not con done the form of pun ish -
ment meted out by the Na zis, ho mo sex ual sod omy was a le -
git i mate crime of long-standing for which in di vid u als were
be ing jailed both be fore and af ter the Nazi Re gime (and in
this coun try dur ing the same time pe riod).  In deed, Fout ac -
knowl edges that rather than be ing ar rested in dis crim i nately 
sim ply for “be ing” a ho mo sex ual, “the over whelm ing ma -
jor ity of those ar rested...were charged with en gag ing in sex
in pub lic places, such as parks and pub lic restrooms” (ibid).  
This is in con trast to the in tern ment of Jew ish peo ple,
whose eth nic ity is mor ally (and in pre-Nazi Ger many, le -
gally) neu tral.
  Fourth, the ac tual num ber of ho mo sex u als in the camps
was a tiny frac tion of both the es ti mated num ber of ho mo -
sex u als in Ger many and the es ti mate of the camp pop u la -
tion.  The camp ho mo sex ual pop u la tion, es ti mated at
5,000-15,000 by Fout and by Joan Ringelheim of the US
Ho lo caust mu seum (Rose:40), con tained an un de ter mined
per cent age of non-homosexuals falsely la beled as ho mo -
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sex u als (see sec tion ti tled “Anti-homosexual Pol icies”
above). Ho mo sex uals who died were “a small frac tion of
less than 1 per cent” of ho mo sex u als in Nazi-occupied Eu -
rope (S. Katz:146), com pared to more than 85 per cent of
Eu ro pean Jewry.  To be more spe cific, Buchenwald was the 
camp with the high est num ber of sup posed ho mo sex ual
pris on ers.  Ac cord ing to Grau, it’s annual pop u la tion count
of “pink tri an gles” peaked at just 189 in 1944, with fewer
than 100 such pris on ers in the years prior to 1942.  “The fig -
ures were small in com par i son with the to tal num ber of
pris on ers there -- well be low one per cent in ev ery year”
(Grau:264).    

Fifth and last, many of the guards and ad min is tra tors re -
spon si ble for the in fa mous con cen tra tion camp atroc i ties
were ho mo sex u als them selves, which ne gates the idea that
ho mo sex u als in gen eral were be ing per se cuted and in -
terned.
     The Nazi sys tem of con cen tra tion camps be gan with
Dachau in 1933, but by the fall of the Third Reich the num -
ber of sites which had held pris on ers in Ger man oc cu pied
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ter ri tory sur passed 10,000 (Parshall:57).  It is not gen er ally
known that only six of these camps were the no to ri ous
“death camps.” In his in tro duc tion to Jean-Francios
Steiner’s Treblinka, Terrence des Pres ad dresses this dis -
tinc tion:

The first Nazi camps, which
were set up soon af ter Hit ler
came to power in 1933, were
de signed as places of de ten -
tion and as train ing grounds
for the SS.  Da chau and
Buchen wald were among the 
most no to ri ous, and although 
we can not for get that thou -
sands of peo ple per ished in
these places, we should keep
in mind that camps of this
kind were not in tended or
equipped to be in stru ments
of geno cide...how ever, as
the Nazi pol icy of ex ter mi -
na tion took shape with the
Jews as pri mary tar get, the

ma jor “kill ing cen ters,” as they came to be called, be gan to 
op er ate...The great kill ing cen ters were six: Auschwitz-
 Birkenau, So bi dor, Chelmno, Bel zec, Maide nek, and
Treb linka (Stei ner:x-xi).

We make this point sim ply to show that the in tern ment
of ho mo sexu als in the con cen tra tion camps was not equiva -
lent to that of Jews and other ra cial groups who were, un der
Nazi pol icy, tar geted for ex ter mi na tion.  As ter ri ble as life
could be in the work camps, it of fered bet ter chances than
be ing herded into gas cham bers or shot in front of mass
graves.  

An ad di tional point that de serves men tion here is that
the uni form pat tern of bru tal ity for which the camps are
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known was es tab lished as a de lib er ate and cal cu lated pol icy 
by the SA un der Ernst Roehm in 1933.  Hei den writes that
“[t]he S.A. had learned...that the will of an im pris oned mass 
must be bro ken by the most loath some cru elty” (Heiden,
1944:565).  He later adds that “[f]right en ing re ports also
trick led through from the con cen tra tion camps, and the
pub li c be gan to re al ize that the Fuehrer’s picked troops had
or gan ized ar ti fi cial hells in Da chau...Roehm ad mit ted pub -
licly that these things seemed un bear able to many peo ple,
but said he saw no rea son for stop ping them” (ibid.:732f).
Though Roehm was soon killed, his sys tem of mass tor ture
and deg ra da tion en dured.

The Guards and Ka pos

There is one as pect of life in the con cen tra tion camps
that is sel dom noted by his to ri ans, yet is pro foundly sig nif i -
cant in this dis cus sion.  That as pect is the unique sta tus of
ho mo sex u als in the camps.  For while any pris oner could be 
cho sen as a Kapo (a slave over seer), none other of the in -
terned groups ex cept ho mo sex u als had coun ter parts among
the Nazi guards and ad min is tra tors (for ex am ple, there
were no Jew ish guards or ad min is tra tors).  Stephan Ross,
founder of the New Eng land Ho lo caust Mu seum, es ti mates
that “about 20 per cent of those guard ing Jew ish pris on ers
were ho mo sex u als.”  Ross was him self in terned for five
years in Nazi camps as a child and was re peat edly sex u ally
abused by the guards.  “[T]hey would beat you and make
you do that [per form oral sex]” he said.  “To this day I am
very an gry about it” (“Ho lo caust Sur vi vor: Mo lested by
Guards,” The Mas sa chu setts News, April 5, 2000).  

Ex am ples of the ho mo sex u al ity of the con cen tra tion
camp guards can be found in many of the per sonal ac counts
of Ho lo caust sur vi vors.  Elie Wiesel, sent to the Buna fac -
tory camp in the Auschwitz com plex, for ex am ple, ac -
knowl edges this in his  book Night:
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The head of
our tent was a
Ger man.  An
as sassin’s
face, fleshy
lips, hands like 
wolf’s paws.
He was so fat
he could
hardly move.
Like the leader 
of the camp he
loved chil -
dren...(Ac tu -
ally this was
not a dis in ter -
ested af fec -
tion: there was
a con sid er able
traf fic in
young chil dren 
among ho mo -
sexu als here, I
learned later)
(Wie sel:59).

In Treb linka, the nar ra tive ac count of the Treb linka upris -
ing, Stei ner rec ords the story of an other Nazi ad min is tra tor, 
taken from in ter views with sur vi vors:

Max Bie las had a harem of lit tle Jew ish boys.  He liked
them young, no older than sev en teen.  He had a kind of
par ody of the shep herds of Ar ca dia, their role was to take
care of the camp flock of geese.  They were dressed like
lit tle princes...Bie las had a lit tle bar racks built for them
that looked like a doll’s house...Bie las sought in Treb linka 
only the sat is fac tion of his ho mo sex ual in stincts (Stei -
ner:117f).
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Wal ter Pol ler, a Ger man po liti cal pris oner who was in -
terned in the Buchen wald con cen tra tion camp, also noted
the ho mo sexu al ity of cer tain guards.  In Medi cal Block
Buchen wald  Pol ler de scribes the camp prac tice of mass
beat ings, and re ports on the per verse pleas ure these guards
de rived from the tor ment of the pris on ers:

If the camp doc tor hap pened to pass by af ter a mass whip -
ping, and knew that a cer tain type of ho mo sex ual Schar -
Fue hrer [pla toon leader] and SS of fi cer stood at a cer tain
gate, he ar ranged a lit tle spe cial en ter tain ment for them,
which he called a medi cal ex ami na tion (Pol ler:103).

Pol ler leaves the de tails of these “medi cal ex ami na -
tions” to our imagi na tion.  But this brief glimpse into the
ranks of the SS guards re veals much about the camps.  Pol -
ler’s dis tinc tion be tween “types” of ho mo sex ual SS of fi -
cers, for ex am ple, im plies that there were more than a few
such guards.  Fur ther more, their ho mo sexu al ity was a mat -
ter of pub li c knowl edge.  Both of these in fer ences are sup -
ported in an other pas sage which tells of the re talia tion
against the Jew ish pris on ers fol low ing the at tempted as sas -
si na tion of Hit ler in July, 1944:

Two Schar fue hrer came along the empty camp roads at
about nine o’clock.  One of them was...an Ober schar fue -
hrer [com mander of pla toon lead ers] known to the pris -
on ers by the nick- name of “Anna,” be cause of his
un dis guised ho mo sexu al ity.  They en tered one of the
Jew ish bar racks, and there in dis crimi nately chose five
Jews and brought them out side.  From a sec ond bar racks
they brought out eight more.  From a third they se lected
an other seven...the twenty Jews were ...[marched] off un -
der An na’s or ders...Some time later we heard a burst of
fir ing from the di rec tion of the stone quarry.  It was now
clear that the earthly ex is tence of our...Jew ish com rades
had ended (ibid.:136f).
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Plant, though a re vi sion ist, ad mits that “a few SS guards 
were ho mo sex ual” and that they “made some youn ger in -
mates, usu ally Poles or Rus sians, their ‘dolly boys’
(Pielpel)” (Plant:166).  These ho mo sex ual an tics were not
car ried out in se cret.  Plant writes that such guards would
“oc ca sion ally com pete with Kapos for these teen ag ers.
They even drew lots to de ter mine who should go to whom”
(ibid.:166).  Primo Levi, in Sur vival in Auschwitz notes
that “young at trac tive ho mo sex u als” had a much higher
sur vival rate than av er age pris on ers (Levi:81). 

Youn ger chil dren were not spared from abuse, but in
fact many suf fered more harshly. Dr. Ju dith Reisman writes 
that Nazi in dus tri al ist Alfried Krupp main tained a “chil -
dren’s con cen tra tion camp”called Buchmannshof where
very young chil dren were used in sex ual ex per i ments.

In fants and chil dren un der six years of age were torn from
their Krupp en slaved moth ers and in terned in
Buchmannshof for their brief lives. Buchmannshof chil -
dren died at the rate of some 50 per day for years, newly
born or taken from par ents brought to the Krupp slave
camps. Krupp’s older slave chil dren were called “slave
youth” and lit tle is known about their lives (Reisman,
Kinsey: Crimes and Con se quences:311).

    

Reisman be lieves that the Krupp camp was one source
of the ap pall ing “child or gasm” sta tis tics cited in Ta ble 34
of the 1948 Kinsey re port (ibid.).  Krupp, an ex ceed ingly
ruth less and cruel man, was tried and con victed at
Nuremberg, but not for his in volve ment with
Buchmannhof.  The ex is tence of the camp was never men -
tioned in the Krupp in dict ment (Man ches ter:537).  (Sig nif i -
cantly, Alfried was the grand son of Fritz Krupp, the
no to ri ous ped er ast who com mit ted sui cide when his sex ual
abuse of boys be came pub lic knowl edge in Ger many.  The
Krupp scan dal ex posed a pow er ful and cor rupt ho mo sex ual 
clique in the gov ern ment and led to high-profile court room

236            Homosexuality in the Concentration Camps



tri als be tween 1907 and
1912. For more on this
chap ter of Ger man his -
tory see Lively, “Ger -
many’s Na tional Vice
Re visited,” in The Poi -
soned Stream, 1997).  

Al though ho mo sex -
uals con sti tuted one of
the small est nu meri cal
mi nori ties in the camps
(Plant:153), they ap par -
ently were  ap pointed in
dis pro por tion ally large
num bers as Ka pos
(roughly the equiva lent
of “trust ies” in our pe nal
sys tem).  Psy cho ana lyst and medi cal doc tor Ed mund Ber -
gler writes that “[i]t is...well known that the capos in Hit -
ler’s con cen tra tion and ex ter mi na tion camps were only too
fre quently re cruited from the ranks of ho mo sex ual crimi -
nals...I had first hand in for ma tion on this point from a pa -
tient who had spent six years in the in fa mous camp at
Da chau (Ber gler:279).  Jan D. (who wishes to re main
anony mous), in Ausch witz and Gross Ro sen from
1940-1945, com ments on the role of these pris on ers:  “The
most cru elty in flicted on the Con cen tra tion Camps pris on -
ers was done by the ‘Capos’ (work de tail su per vi sors),
mostly Ger man crimi nals and ho mo sexu als” (Pri vate let -
ter).

In Hid den Holo caust?, Gun ter Grau in cludes a re port
from the Buchen wald ar chives.  It reads,

The kapo, Her zog, was a former mem ber of the for eign
le gion, ex tremely bru tal, ap par ently homosexual- sadistic 

THE PINK SWASTIKA                                237

Alfried Krupp



and with a fright en ing ten dency to be come fren zied; if
some one was beaten by him it was all over (Grau:268).  

    These tes ti mo nies are sup ported by Raul Hil berg,
author of The De struc tion of the Euro pean Jews and a
mem ber of the (U.S.) Presi dent’s Com mis sion on the Holo -
caust.  Rec tor cites a De cem ber 10, 1979 Vil lage Voice ar ti -
cle in which Hil berg said “that ho mo sexu als were highly
val ued pris on ers [rela tive to the Jews], and that many ka pos 
— in mates who ad min is tered the bar racks and dis pensed
in stant dis ci pline (beat ings and kill ings were com mon)
were gay” (Rec tor:139).  

There seems to have been a great di chot omy be tween
the ex pe ri ences of ho mo sexu als in the camps.  While on the
one hand, Plant claims that ho mo sexu als were treated more
harshly than the mem bers of other groups, cit ing Ko gon’s
Da chau mem oir, The The ory and Prac tice of Hell, other re -
search ers re fute this. Shelly Roberts, one of the Shoah
Foun da tion’s re search ers posted the fol low ing com ment on 
the World Wide Web, March 6, 1997.

I am one of the priv i leged who is in ter view ing ho lo caust
sur vi vors for the Spielberg video his tory pro ject....I have
en coun tered at least half a dozen sur vi vors who of fer frag -
ments and in di ca tions and scraps of in for ma tion that some
Ger man les bi ans and in ter na tional ho mo sex ual men were
in fact treated better (a re ally rel a tive term here) than the
av er age Jew ish pris oner....This is sep a rate to any Nazi of -
fi cer who col lected young boys to keep in his pri vate col -
lec tion (read harum [sic]). These boys were not given any
op tions.

If the in for ma tion I am hear ing from these nice Jew ish
sur vi vors, who don’t ap pear to have any axes to grind, is
true, than [sic] it WOULD seem that (some?most?all?)
ho mo sex u als...may have been given some kind of fa vored
sta tus.
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Rob erts, in ter est ingly, is no fan of The Pink Swas tika,
which she (or he) char ac ter izes as “a spite-filled re vi sion ist
doc u ment on the net that pur ports to be a re al ity-based trea -
tise on priv i leged gays” (ibid).  

In any case, there are con flict ing claims about the sta tus
of ho mo sex u als rel a tive to other pris on ers in the camps.  To
some ex tent this may sim ply re flect the dif fer ences be tween 
camps and the phi los o phies of their ad min is tra tors.  But the
en dur ing “Butch/Fem” con flict clearly had a sub stan tial
bear ing on the treat ment of ho mo sex u als.  

Plant writes of one sur vi vor who re ported that “the
guards lashed out with spe cial fury against those who
showed ‘ef fem i nate traits’” (Plant:172).  And Rec tor re -
cords a state ment from an in ter view with a for mer Pink Tri -
an gle named Wolf (a pseud onym) in which the is sue of
ef fem i nacy was raised.  “The ones who were soft, shall I
say, were the ones who suf fered ter ri bly” (Rec tor:157).

Rudolf Hoess, the in fa mous com man dant of
Auschwitz, de fined “gen u ine ho mo sex u als... [by their] soft
and girl ish af fec ta tions and fas tid i ous ness, their sickly
sweet man ner of speech, and their al to gether too af fec tion -
ate de port ment to ward their fel lows” (Hoess in ibid.:137f).
These “gen u ine ho mo sex u -
als” were con sid ered in cor ri -
gi ble and held in spe cial
bar racks, while many
non-effeminate ho mo sex u als
were re leased (ibid.:137). It
is prob a ble that  Hoess was
ho mo sex ual. He had been a
mem ber of Gerhard
Rossbach’s ho mo sex ual
Freikorps and  a close friend
of Edmund Heines
(Snyder:301), the pro curer of
boys for Roehm’s pederastic
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or gies.
Wolf’s tes ti mony about the ho mo sex ual be hav ior of the 

SS guards also re veals the sa dis tic char ac ter is tic of the
“Butches.”  “In the cell next to mine was a young male
pros ti tute from Steglitz who the SS forced into [sex ual
acts]” (Rec tor:156).  He also de scribed a game the SS
played each eve ning.  “There were holes in the walls and
they would reach through the holes and play with the gen i -
tals of the men sleep ing close to the holes.  Then they would 
say that they had caught them jack ing off, and they would
beat them” (ibid.:156).  Dur ing his im pris on ment, Wolf
was also forced to wit ness an ex e cu tion of six po lit i cal es -
cap ees who had been re cap tured by the guards.  “They were 
stripped na ked, tied to the ta ble spread-eagle face up, and
beaten to death with clubs, one by one, “ he re ported.  “You
could see that the SS ex e cu tion ers be came sex u ally stim u -
lated while beat ing the scream ing  pris on ers to death”
(ibid.:157).

This ex treme sav agery ex hib ited by the "Butch" ho mo -
sex u als of the camps was not rare, but some ac counts of
bru tal ity are more grue some than oth ers.  At Auschwitz, for 
ex am ple, Kapo Lud wig Tiene be came the most pro lific
mass mur derer of all time by stran gling, crush ing and
gnaw ing to death as many as 100 boys and young men a day 
while he raped them (ibid.:143).   In ci dentally, the sec ond
most pro lific se rial killer in his tory was also ho mo sex ual,
the in fa mous “Blue beard.”  The man be lieved to be the leg -
end ary mass killer, Blue beard, is Gilles De Rais, born in
Machecoul, Brittany, in 1404.  In The Gay Book of Days,
Mar tin Greif, re ports that af ter be ing ar rested on charges of
blas phemy, Gilles de Rais “con fessed to hav ing killed some 
150 boys ‘for the plea sure and grat i fi ca tion of my
senses’...He de cided that sodomizing his vic tims would sat -
isfy both his needs and the Devil's, and so more and more
boys dis ap peared into his cas tle, never to be seen again”
(Greif:21).
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Per haps the most gro tesque story of all, how ever, is
told by Rec tor in his chap ter on the camps, gro tesque not
be cause it is blood ier, but be cause it re veals how wide -
spread and ac cept able these ex tremes of per ver sion had be -
come among the Nazi elite.  He writes,

As for the SS, their be hav ior was typi cal among those
who en gaged in sex ual bes ti al ity.  An ex am ple is a film,
in color with a sound track, that was se cretly made for the
por no graphic en joy ment of a se lect co te rie of Na zis
show ing a wild drunken orgy of beau ti ful boys and hand -
some young men be ing whipped, raped and mur dered by
the SS (Rec tor:144).  (Note: Rec tor adds that this film is
still to day “very dis creetly and very pri vately shown to
only an in ner cir cle of cer tain ho mo sexu als in Europe”).

No study of ho mo sexu al ity in the Nazi con cen tra tion
camps would be com plete with out men tion ing a book
called The Men with the Pink Tri an gle.  In re cent years this
book has be come a stan dard text for re vi sion ists be cause it
is pur port edly the only auto bi og ra phy writ ten by a former
pink tri an gle pris oner.  The book it self, how ever, writ ten by 
Heinz He ger, can not be con sid ered re li able.  It is pre sented
as an auto bi og ra phy, yet trans la tor David Fern bach ad mits
in his in tro duc tion that He ger’s ac count is not his own but is 
the story of “an anony mous vic tim of the Na zis, an Aus -
trian” (He ger:9).  And though it con tains quite a number of
an ec dotes about ho mo sexu al ity among the SS guards
which would oth er wise be use ful in this dis cus sion, these
sto ries all have a dis tinct qual ity of sex ual fan tasy. We are
asked to be lieve that nearly every male author ity fig ure
whom “He ger” en coun ters re quires him to per form oral
sex, for ex am ple.  

Other os ten si bly true- life his to ries of camp sur vi vors
are so ber chroni cles of en slave ment and deg ra da tion, but
“He ger’s” ac count is al most whim si cal in places and in -
cludes nu mer ous im plau si ble scenes, such as one in which
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“He ger’s” Kapo lover coun ter mands an or der to pun ish
“He ger” which comes from the camp com man dant him self. 
For this rea son we will not credit the many ex am ples of ho -
mo sex ual sa dism re ported in this work.

Bef ore we leave the sub ject of guards and Ka pos, we
must men tion one of the few  ac counts of les bi ans in Nazi
his tory, again in con nec tion with the prison sys tem.  In
Paris Un der the Oc cu pa tion, His to ri ans Per rault and Azema 
de scribe the ac tivi ties of the French Ge stapo.  They iden tify 
“Sonia Bou kassi, a drug ad dict, and Vio lette Mor ris,
onetime French weight- lifting cham pion, both les bi ans,
[as] the chief women’s in ter ro ga tors” in the no to ri ous tor -
ture cham bers of La Car lingue (Per rault and Azema:38). 

The Pris oners

Ho mo sex ual pris on ers did not in te grate well into the
prison popu la tions, writes Eugen Ko gon.  The pris on ers os -
tra cized “those whom the SS marked with the pink tri an -
gle” (Ko gon:44).  Ko gon at trib utes this dis like to the fact
that the ho mo sex ual popu la tion in cluded “crimi nals, and
es pe cially black mail ers...Hos til ity to ward them may also
have been partly rooted in the fact that ho mo sexu al ity was
at one time wide spread in Prus sian mili tary cir cles, as well
as the SA and the SS” (ibid:44).  

Kogon im plies that the pris on ers as so ci ated ho mo sexu -
al ity with their tor men tors and thus saw the “pink tri an gles” 
as ob jects of fear and ha tred.  Plant sup ports this view, not -
ing that “ho mo sex ual pris on ers were of ten tainted by the
crimes of the ho mo sex ual guards—even though they them -
selves were of ten the vic tims” (Plant:167).  There is evi -
dence, as well, that the ho mo sexu als in the camps al ien ated
their fel low pris on ers be cause of the preda tory na ture of
their sex ual drive.  Pol ish so ci olo gist, Anna Pawelc zyn ska,
in Val ues and Vio lence in Ausch witz, de scribes this situa -
tion:
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Some times a con firmed ho mo sex ual would lead a pris -
oner of nor  mal  in c l i  na  t i ons  into ho mo sex  ua l
prac t ices .   Such  re la tion ships were usu ally deeply im -
moral or deeply de mor al iz ing.  A prisoner- functionary’s
[Ka po’s] de sire to sat isfy his or her ped er as tic sex ual
needs could also mani fest it self in vari ous bru tal forms of
ter ror and black mail used to bring the part ner into com -
pli ance (Pawelc zyn ska:98).

Pawelcznska’s rec ord also re futes Plant’s sug ges tion
that ho mo sex ual pris on ers were “ut terly dis united” and
there fore pow er less.  She cites the use of pros ti tu tion as a
form of cur rency among the ho mo sex ual pris on ers.  This
was likely a com mon means of get ting fa vors from the ho -
mo sex ual guards as well.  She writes,

...paid pros ti tu tion ex isted in the camp and the choice of
erotic part ners was dic tated by one’s abil ity to pay — ei -
ther in the form of help in gain ing a bet ter place in the
camp struc ture or, at each visit, in the form of food or bet -
ter clothes.  Ho mo sex ual erotic avail abil ity be came a
coin of in com men su rate worth, in re turn for which the
chance of bio logi cal sur vival could be won, de pend ing on 
the cli ent’s pos si bili ties (ibid.:99).

In Buchenwald, how ever, we are told that “[a]ssisted by 
iso la tion from the other camp and more sup ported than su -
per vised by the SS, a num ber of ban dits were com pletely
ter ror iz ing the workforce,  steal ing the pack ets they were
sup posed to re ceive since win ter 1941, and hold ing real or -
gies of bru tal ity and the most shame less sa dism.  Sex ual
abuse and the foul est mur der were the or der of the day”
(Grau:268).

There is one other dis tinc tion be tween ho mo sex ual and
other pris on ers.   To ward the end of World War II, many
ho mo sex u als were re leased from the con cen tra tion camps
and drafted into the Wehrmacht (Shaul:688).  A lead ing his -
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to rian of the pe riod,  Ste ven Katz cites re cords that “in di -
cate that 13% of all ho mo sex ual camp in mates were
re prieved and re leased” (S. Katz:146). This, of course, hap -
pened as the Na zis fran ti cally in creased their “pro duc tion”
in the death camps, try ing to ex ter mi nate ev ery last Jew in
Eu rope be fore the Allies could lib er ate the camps.

Were these ho mo sex ual vol un teers mere can non fod der 
in the Nazi mil i tary? Not for those with the right sa dis tic
tem per a ment. Many ho mo sex ual men chose to “trans fer to
a de lin quent bat tal ion like the vi cious ‘Strafbataillon
Dirlewanger’(IGLA Euroletter 52, Au gust, 1977).  
     Oskar Dirlewanger, a for mer Freikorps com mander in
the 1920s, was the cre ator of this ex tremely bar ba rous unit,
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also known as the
Sonderkommando
Dirlewanger, “the most no to ri -
ous of Waffen-SS units un der
per haps the most sa dis tic of
com mand ers” (“36th
WaffenGrenadier-Division der 
SS,” www.wssob.com).
Dirlewanger put to gether this
unit from con cen tra tion camp
in mates af ter he him self was
re leased from a camp af ter
serv ing a sen tence for sex ual
as sault of a fe male child un der
four teen  “and other sex crimes 
of a vile na ture” (www.eliteforcesofthethirdreich.com).    

Sur vi vor Stephan Ross says that many ho mo sex u als
were re leased with out any re quire ment of mil i tary ser vice: 

All they [those ac cused of ho mo sex u al ity] had to do to
get out [of the camp] was to sign a pa per to say that they
had been re ha bil i tated and would n’t do it [en gage in ho -
mo sex ual be hav ior] any more...They were not tar geted to
die.  Not like we were. (The Mas sa chu setts News, April 5, 
2000).

Be fore we leave this sub ject we should men tion the fact
that many of the non- effeminate ho mo sexu als in terned in
Nazi work camps were former Storm Troop ers whose
allegiance had been to Ernst Roehm and not to Hit ler. 
When “Roehm’s  Aven gers” be gan kill ing SS lead ers in
retalia tion for Hit ler’s as sas si na tion (Sny der:298), Himm -
ler cracked down on these ho mo sex ual former SA sol diers
and many were sent to the camps.  (This would ac count for
many of the in ci dents of sa dism and bru tal ity.)  Holo caust
sur vi vor Eugen Zuck er man wrote the fol low ing in a let ter
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to the New York Post, pro test ing the por trayal of ho mo -
sexuals as Nazi vic tims in the New York Holo caust
museum.

As a Jew ish ex- inmate of sev eral con cen tra tion camps, in -
clud ing Mauthausen, and as one who grew up in Ber lin
from the late 1920s un til Oc to ber 1939 and knows the
history that led to the in tern ment of gay men in con cen tra -
tion camps, I am op posed to a me mo rial to ho mo sexu -
als...The first thou sands of ho mo sexu als interned were all
mem bers of the Sturm Ab tei lung (SA), the Nazi Storm
Troop ers (New York Post, Feb ru ary 16, 1997).

(For the rea sons he cited above, Raul Hilberg also be -
lieves that the  in clu sion of ho mo sexu als in any me mo ri ali -
za tion of Holo caust vic tims “would be a trav esty” --
Hil berg in Rec tor:139).

Thus, if we add up the num bers,  it ap pears that very few 
of the mil lions of Euro pean ho mo sexu als were ever sent to
con cen tra tion camps and of those who were, only a frac tion
were in terned for purely sex ual rea sons. If, of the
5,000-15,000 ho mo sexu als in terned, the “first thou sands”
were SA Brown shirts and many oth ers were non-
 homosexuals falsely charged with ho mo sexu al ity, it is
possi ble that mere doz ens or hun dreds were ac tu ally sent to
camps for homosexuality over the twelve years of Nazi
rule.  
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DEBUNKING THE “GAY” HOLOCAUST
MYTH BY COMPARING “GAYS” TO JEWS

Vari ables Jews Ho mo sex uals

1.Num ber of vic -
tims

As many as six mil lion. 5,000-15,000 of which
an un de ter mined num -
ber were po lit i cal pris on -
ers falsely ac cused of
ho mo sex u al ity.

2. The % of pop u la -
tion sent to con -
cen tra tion camps

Up to 85% of all Jews in 
Ger many and Ger -
man-occupied coun -
tries. 

Less than 1% of Eu ro -
pean ho mo sex u als were 
interned.  

3. The % sent to
camps of those
who were ar rested

Vir tu ally all Jews ar -
rested were sent to ex -
ter mi na tion camps.

Of all ho mo sex ual
arrests, crim i nal and po -
lit i cal, 10-15% were sent 
to work camps.

4. Des ti na tion upon 
ar rest 

Di rectly or in di rectly to
one of six death camps:
Auschwitz-Birkenau,
Sobidor, Chelmno,
Belzec, Maidenek or
Treblinka

Ho mo sex uals were sent 
to sev eral of the
10,000+ work camps.  

5. Rea son for ar -
rest

Geno cide. Jews were
tar geted for ex ter mi na -
tion. Com pare to
Gypsies, Slavs and
other eth nic groups. 

Crim i nal acts. Ho mo -
sex uals were ar rested
for vi o lat ing  laws
against sod omy and
child mo les ta tion which
pre dated the Nazi re -
gime. Com pare to
thieves, black mail ers
and other be hav -
ior-based groups.

6. Num ber that
died in the camps

As many as six mil lion. Prob a bly less than
6,000

7. Pri mary cause of 
death

Mass ex e cu tion by fir ing 
squad, gas cham ber,
etc.

Star va tion, dis ease,
mis treat ment by guards. 
Ho mo sex uals as a class 
were not tar geted for
extermination

8. Chance of re -
lease

Jews had al most no
chance of re lease.

Ho mo sex uals were rou -
tinely re leased if they
con vinc ingly renounced
ho mo sex u al ity or  joined 
the mil i tary. 
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Vari ables Jews Ho mo sex uals

9. Use in med i cal
ex per i ments

Jews were used as
guinea pigs in hor rific
ex per i ments which usu -
ally re sulted in mu ti la tion
or death. 

To in crease the breed ing 
pop u la tion, some ho mo -
sex u als re ceived sur gi cal 
im plants to raise tes tos -
ter one lev els or were
forced to have sex with
fe male pros ti tutes. 
Some were cas trated.
Death was rare and un in -
tended.

10. Pun ish ment
for har bor ing

Pun ish ment for hid ing
Jews was death.

There was no pun ish -
ment for har bor ing ho -
mo sex u als. Many were
pro tected by Nazi lead -
ers.

11. Rep re sen ta -
tion among camp
guards

There were no known
Jew ish guards in the
con cen tra tion camps.

By some es ti mates, up to 
20% of camp guards
were ho mo sex u als.

12. Re spon si bil ity 
for the Ho lo caust

The Jews were not in
any way re spon si ble for
the Ho lo caust. 

A high per cent age of Hit -
ler’s cro nies as so ci ated
with Nazi atrocities were
ho mo sex u als. 

13. Use of Ho lo -
caust “vic tim sta -
tus” as a po lit i cal
tool

Jew ish groups do not
flaunt the yel low star or
ex ploit the Ho lo caust for
po lit i cal gain.  

“Gay” ac tiv ists use the
pink tri an gle as their
move ment’s sym bol and
rou tinely in voke the “Gay 
Ho lo caust” myth for po lit -
i cal ad van tage.

14. Re la tion ship
of Ho lo caust me -
mo rial spon sors
and bene fac tors
to vic tims

Jew ish spon sors and
bene fac tors of Ho lo caust 
me mo ri als are of ten fam -
ily mem bers of vic tims.
Non-relatives still share a 
6,000 year eth nic and
cul tural her i tage.

The only bond that links
ho mo sex u als in to day’s
move ment with those in -
terred in Nazi work
camps is the com mon
prac tice of sod omy and a 
shared sense of so cial
os tra cism be cause of it.
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