
Chap ter Eight

HOMO-FASCISM AFTER HITLER

His tory never re peats it self, man al ways does.
Vol taire (In Ce cil Genese, The Holo caust: Who Are The Guilty ? )

One of the sym bols with which ho mo sexu als in the
United States have cho sen to rep re sent their move ment is
the phoe nix, a mythi cal bird that was said to burn it self on a
fu neral pyre every five hun dred years and then rise from the 
ashes more ma jes tic than bef ore (Aly son Al ma nac:56).  A
more apt sym bol for the his toric cy cle of homo-fas cism and 
re sult ing so cial chaos would be hard to find.  From the
ashes of Nazi Ger many, the homo- fascist phoe nix has
arisen again — this time in the United States. 

The Fas cist Roots of the Amer i can “Gay” Move ment

The first “gay rights” or ga ni za tion in the United States
was an Amer i can chap ter of the Ger man-based So ci ety for
Hu man Rights (SHR).  The Ger man SHR, formed in 1919
by Thule So ci ety mem ber Hans Kahnert, was a mil i tant or -
ga ni za tion led by “Butch” ho mo sex u als.  Many of the early
Na zis, in clud ing SA leader Ernst Roehm, were also SHR
mem bers.  

The Amer i can SHR was formed on De cem ber 10, 1924, 
in Chi cago, by a Ger man-American named Henry Gerber
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(J. Katz:388).  Gerber had served with the U.S. oc cu pa tion
forces in Ger many from 1920 to 1923 and had been in -
volved with the Ger man or ga ni za tion.  To gether with a
small group of fel low “rev o lu tion ar ies,” Gerber le gally
char tered the group with out re veal ing its pur pose and be gan 
pub lish ing a pro-homosexual jour nal called Friend ship and 
Free dom (ibid.:389), pat terned af ter the Ger man chap ter’s
pub li ca tion of the same name (ibid.:632n.).

In 1925, how ever, the or ga ni za tion col lapsed when
Gerber, Vice Pres i dent Al Menninger and an other mem ber
were ar rested on charges of sex ual abuse of a boy, all three
hav ing been turned in by Menninger’s wife.  The Chi cago
Ex am iner ran a story ti tled “Strange Sex Cult Ex posed,”
and spoke of “strange do ings” in Menninger’s apart ment.
Menninger con fessed, but Gerber claimed the in ci dent was
a set-up, say ing that their ar rests were “shades of the Holy
In qui si tion.”  Rather than take his chances in court, how -
ever, Gerber hired a law yer who “knew how to fix the State
At tor ney and judges” and the case was dis missed
(ibid.:392).  Af ter go ing un der ground for a time, writ ing
un der the pen-name “Parisex,” Gerber reemerged in 1934
on the staff of a pro-homosexual lit er ary mag a zine called
Chan ti cleer (ibid.:394).  He also re tained his ties to the Ger -
man SHR and pub lished sev eral ar ti cles in their pub li ca -
tions (ibid.:633n.).

In Chan ti cleer , Gerber re vealed him self as a mil i tant
so cial ist who re garded cap i tal ism and Chris tian ity as the
twin pil lars of ig no rance and re pres sion of “sex ual free -
dom” (ibid.:394).  In re sponse to the news of the Roehm
Purge in the Amer i can press, he ad mit ted that the Na zis
were led by ho mo sex u als and praised “Roehm and his val -
iant men” (ibid.:396).  Gerber is quoted at length in Katz’s
Gay Amer i can His tory re gard ing the Nazi re gime.  He
writes,
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A short time ago an Amer i can jour nal ist pointed out in
the lib eral “Na tion” that the whole Hit ler move ment was
based on the ho mo sex ual Greek at tach ments of men for
each other, and the same Jew ish au thor stated that it was
an other of the Hit ler con tra dic tions that the “Leader”
should have ac qui esced in the burn ing of the books of Dr.
Magnus Hirschfeld...Thus we get a glimpse of the in san -
ity of the whole move ment: A Jew ish doc tor work ing for
the in ter ests of ho mo sex u als is per se cuted by a het ero sex -
ual mob, led by ho mo sex u als (Gerber in J. Katz:395).

It is in ter est ing to note that the ho mo sex ual in cli na tions
of the Na zis were a mat ter of at least lim ited pub lic knowl -
edge in the United States at this time, as well as their Greek
or i gins.  We can also in fer from this pas sage that Gerber
him self was not an overt fas cist, though he clearly iden ti -
fied with the Brownshirts in Ger many.  Open fas cism in the
ho mo sex ual move ment would come later, but Gerber and
his pederastic friends had es tab lished its foun da tion.  By
1972, when he died at the age of 80, Gerber had wit nessed
the emer gence of homo-fascism as a per ma nent theme in
the move ment.

Amer i can Na zis

Like it’s Ger man coun ter part, the Amer i can Nazi
move ment pres ents a de cid edly anti-homosexual face to the 
world, while hid ing wide spread ho mo sex u al ity among its
lead ers.  

George Lin coln Rockwell formed the Amer i can Nazi
Party in 1959.  Rockwell ex em pli fied the nar cis sis tic per -
son al ity type so typ i cal of male ho mo sex u als, but we have
no solid in for ma tion that he was “gay.”  How ever, one re -
searcher noted that Rockwell’s small group was rid dled
with ho mo sex u als. “Jeffrey Kaplan, a well-known scholar
of ex trem ism...writes, gays made up a ‘sig nif i cant’ — if
care fully hid den — part of George Lin coln Rockwell’s
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Amer i can Nazi Party in
the 1960s.” The same
source re ports that “in
Amer ica ho mo sex u al ity
con tin ues to be a ‘se cret
of post war Amer i can
Na tional So cial -
ism’”(South ern Pov erty
Law Cen ter In tel li gence
Re port, “Fringe of the
Fringe,” Is sue No. 100,
Fall 2000. 

Fred er ick J. Simonelli
ad dressed the is sue of
ho mo sex u al ity in the
Amer i can Nazi Party in

his 1999 bi og ra phy of Rockwell, Amer i can Fuehrer.  He re -
ports that Rockwell’s rhetoric, like Hit ler’s, was vi ciously
anti-homosexual, but that ques tions about his pri vate life
and those of his staff per sisted

Ho mo sex u al ity within the ranks of the ANP was a con -
stant con cern to Rockwell and a con stant source of spec u -
la tion among his en e mies. “There is a ten dency for queers
to come here,” Rockwell ad mit ted to a hos tile in ter viewer
at the ANP’s Arlington Bar racks; then he quickly dis -
tanced him self ho mo sex u als by add ing, “be cause to a
queer, this place is as tempt ing as a girls school would be
to me.” Ac cord ing to FBI surveilance, Rockwell’s fear of
gay storm troop ers was well founded. The ANP’s West ern 
Di vi sion, par tic u larly, was shaken by the rev e la tion that
the unit’s chief, Leon ard Hol stein -- who was also
half-Jewish -- was gay.

Per sis tent ru mors of gays within the ANP’s top ech e lon
-- pri mar ily cen ter ing on Rockwell’s chief of staff, Matt
Koehl -- dam aged the party....[while] through out
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Rockwell’s ca reer...[spec u la tion per sisted] about his own 
sex ual ori en ta tion....With out di gress ing into a psy cho -
log i cal anal y sis, suf fice it to say that Rockwell’s em -
phatic and fre quent af fir ma tions of his own mas cu lin ity
raise ques tions about his sub con scious (Simonelli:77ff).  

An other branch of the Amer i can Nazi move ment, the
Na tional So cial ist League, was openly ho mo sex ual:  

Founded in 1974 by de -
fect ing mem bers of the
Na tional So cial ist White
Peo ple’s Party, this San
Diego-based NSL is
unique in re strict ing its
mem bers to ho mo sex ual
Na zis.  Led by vet eran
anti-Semite Rus sell Veh,
the group dis trib utes
mem ber ship ap pli ca tions
de clar ing NSL’s “de ter mi -
na tion to seek sex ual, so -
cial and po lit i cal free dom” 
(New ton:46).

While nor mally low-profile, the NSL stirred a con tro -
versy in 1983 when it at tempted to mar ket an in fa mous
1930’s Nazi hate film that had been pi rated by the group.
An ar ti cle in the Los An geles-based Her i tage and S.W.
Jew ish Press, ti tled “‘Gay nazis’ ped dling vile ‘Jud Suss’
film,” named Veh and the Na tional So cial ist League.  “We
are most fa mil iar with Mr. Veh (which is an alias, in ci den -
tally) and his no to ri ous op er a tions,” said le git i mate film
dis trib u tor, Da vid Calbert Smith III (Her i tage and S.W.
Jew ish Press, Sep tem ber 16, 1983).  Veh so lic ited mem -
bers for his group through a pub li ca tion called “The N.S.
Mo bi lizer” and through per sonal ads in ho mo sex ual pub li -
ca tions, in clud ing the lead ing na tional “gay” mag a zine, The 
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Ad vo cate (Reisman, 1994:57). 
Be fore dis ap pear ing in the 1980s, the Na tional So cial ist 

League put out a jour nal — NS Kampfruf. (South ern Pov -
erty Law Cen ter In tel li gence Re port, Fall 2000). 

The most fa mous in ci dent in the his tory of the mod ern
Amer i can Nazi Party (a de cade af ter Rockwell’s as sas si na -
tion in 1967) re sulted from its 1977 de mand to stage a
march through the largely Jew ish neigh bor hood of Skokie,
Il li nois, a Chi cago sub urb and the home of many Ho lo caust
sur vi vors. This plan was de vised by Frank Collin, who of -
ten ap peared with his fol low ers “in full Nazi re ga lia: brown
shirts, black boots, and arm bands with swas ti kas” and who
“ad vo cated that all Af ri can-Americans, Jews and La ti nos
be forc ibly de ported” (Johansson:129). Civil au thor i ties ef -
fec tively blocked the march at first, but the Amer i can Civil
Lib erties Un ion (ACLU) rose to Collin’s aid.  The Na zis
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won the right to march but a set tle ment was reached in
which the City of Chi cago and not Skokie be came the site.
The sub se quent event drew in ter na tional me dia at ten tion.  

Homosexualists Johansson and Percy, in Out ing: Shat -
tering the Con spir acy of Si lence, have fi nally re vealed,
more than fif teen years later, that Collin was a ho mo sex ual
ped er ast.  In 1979 Collin was ar rested “for tak ing in de cent
lib er ties with boys be tween ages 10 and 14” and was sen -
tenced to seven years in prison (Johansson and Percy:130). 

“Gay” Nazi Skin heads

To day, Na zism sur vives pri mar ily in a broad in ter na -
tional skin head move ment made up of dis af fected white
male youths.  Not sur pris ingly, ho mo sex u als are among the
most in flu en tial lead ers of Nazi skin head cul ture.  For ex -
am ple, in Eng land, birth place of the move ment, the no to ri -
ous Na tional Front (NF) was headed by “gay” skin head
Nicky Crane. As re ported by Murray Healy in Gay Skins,
“Crane [was] by his own ad mis sion a de vout Nazi who
idol ized Hit ler” (Healy:134). Crane ac tively sought to re -
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vive the street-terrorism of
the Nazi Brownshirts in the
Brit ish ur ban cen ters “’[try -
ing] to cre ate a street fight ing 
force...for street
destabilization, fight ing at
sports events and keep ing up
ra cial at tacks’...[S]kinheads
‘giv ing Nazi sa lutes and
chant ing ra cial ist slo gans’
[be came] a com mon sight ”
(ibid:124). 

Search light mag a zine re -
ported that

At over six foot tall and ex tremely vi o lent, Crane was the
ar che typ i cal nazi skin head, so much so that it was his pic -
ture that adorned the cover of “Strength Through Oi,” a
sem i nal “Oi” al bum [mu sic of the skin head 
move ment]. As a nazi Crane was in volved
in much vi o lence, in clud ing gay bash ing.
Yet at the same time, pre sum ably un be -
knownst to those close to him in the nazi
scene, he was a hard core gay porn star...[In
1993] he died of AIDS (Search light:Sep -
tem ber, 1999). 

In the 1970s, the best known “gay” nazi was the Na -
tional Front’s na tional or ga nizer, Mar tin Web ster (ibid). 
An other ho mo sex ual nazi, Pe ter Marriner, was a leader in
both the Na tional Front and an other fas cist group, the Brit -
ish Move ment (Search light:Au gust, 2000). 

The Nazi skin head move ment has now spread far be -
yond Eng land. Healy writes that “the same align ment of
‘skin head’ and ‘fas cist’ is also oc cur ring glob ally...as
far-right groups in Eu rope, Aus tra lia and parts of the United 
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States have im ported skin head im ag ery as the uni form for
its ur ban ter ror ists” (ibid:205).

In France, the neo-Nazi move ment is closely and
openly tied to the “gay” com mu nity.  One of the found ers of 
the fas cist group Franciose Nacionale is also the ed i tor of
the ho mo sex ual pub li ca tion Gaie France (Andriette, Bill,
“Is Gaie France Fas cist?” NAMBLA Bul le tin, Sep tem ber,
1992). Mean while, back in Ger many, the alarm ing in crease 
of neo-Nazi skin heads is also linked to ho mo sex u al ity.
Elmay Kraushaar, a jour nal ist for Der Spiegel, the Ger man
equiv a lent to Time Mag a zine, is quoted in The Ad vo cate:

There is a gay skin head
move ment in Berlin.  They
go to cruis ing ar eas with
leaf lets that say, “We don’t
want for eign ers.”  A ma jor
leader of the neo-Nazis in
Ger many, Mi chael
Kuhnen, was an openly gay
man who died of AIDS two
years ago.  He wrote a pa per 
on the links be tween ho mo -
sex u al ity and fas cism, say -
ing fas cism is based on the
love of com rades, that hav ing sex with your com rades
strength ens this bond (An der son:54).

In The Beast Re awakens, au thor Mar tin Lee de scribed
Kuhnen as the most im por tant neo-Nazi of the 1980s, call -
ing him the  “fuehrer” of the Ac tion Front of Na tional So -
cial ists, whose open ho mo sex u al ity did not di min ish his
stat ure in the fas cist com mu nity (Lee:195). Kuhnen’s
“com rade” and suc ces sor, Chris tian Worch, was jailed in
1994 in con nec tion with crimes of vi o lence and ra cial ha -
tred (Neigh bor hood Queen Internet Posting, Dec. 1, 1994).
An other prom i nent Ger man neo-Nazi leader, who is also
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ho mo sex ual, is Bela Ewald Althans (Search light: Sep tem -
ber, 1999). The sub ject of two neo-Nazi re cruit ing vid eos,
Althans was jailed in 1995 for “in cit ing ra cial ha tred.”  

We must em pha size that not all skin heads are Na zis,
and fewer still are open ho mo sex u als. As Healy notes “A
skin head does not sig nify fas cism as un equiv o cally as the
swas tika” (Healy:142).  Nev er the less, the move ment has
be come vir tu ally syn on y mous with “gay” fas cism in cer -
tain cir cles.  “Skin head iden ti ties” writes Healy, “have be -
come in creas ingly pop u lar among gay men since the
mid-1980s....So wide spread are these el e ments [of skin -
head styles] in Brit ish ur ban gay net works that they have
ceased to sig nify skin head, send ing out the mes sage ‘I’m
gay’ in stead. (Healy:2f).  

The con nec tions be tween skin heads and homo-fascism
are not as well known in the United States, even though this
coun try hosts nu mer ous “gay Nazi” or ga ni za tions.  One
such group is the Amer i can Re sis tance Corps (ARC),
which of fers the fol low ing his tory on its website:

ARC was founded by an Amer i can skin head with the
help of a Ca na dian skin who were dis sat is fied with the
state of the skin head na tion (so to speak).  These two
skins were both firm be liev ers in white ra cial ism. They
also hap pened to be gay.  The found ing of ARC was a re -
sponse to the two ex treme ends of the skin head scene. On
the one hand were gay skin heads who de nied ra cial ism
and on the other hand were non-gay racialists who ad vo -
cate group ha tred for gays....ARC skin heads have the
plea sure of be ing both tra di tional fas cists and pro gres sive 
ac tiv ists  (ARC website, www.geocities.com/ARCOrg
/His tor i cal.htm).

The skin head move ment is not the ex clu sive home of
“gay” Na zis in Amer ica to day. Less youth ful homo-fascists 
can be found in other Nazi and white su prem a cist groups. 
For ex am ple, The Ar i zona Re pub lic ran a head line story on
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April 12, 1996 about a sting op er a tion that net ted 30 Aryan
Broth er hood mem bers who had al leg edly smug gled guns
and drugs into pris ons.  One of us (Lively) spoke to a de tec -
tive with firsthand knowl edge of the case.  The de tec tive,
speak ing on con di tion of an o nym ity, con firmed that he had
ob served a high in ci dence of ho mo sex u al ity in this white
su prem a cist or ga ni za tion. Lee re ports that neo-Nazis Da vid 
McCalden and Keith Stimely, both as so ci ated with the Cal -
i for nia-based In sti tute for His tor i cal Re view, died of AIDS
in 1991 (Lee:226).  It is pre sumed that they ac quired the
dis ease through ho mo sex ual en coun ters. An other in ter est -
ing news item is the case of Lou i si ana Ku Klux Klan or ga -
nizer Gregg Da vid, charged with rap ing a black man in
1997 (Reuters, un dated).  

A fi nal revelation about post-Hitler homo-fascism co -
mes to us from Hit ler’s home land of Aus tria.  There, pow -
er ful pro-Nazi pol i ti cian Jorg Haider, head of the Free dom
Party, stepped down in the Spring of 2000 amid ru mors that
he is ho mo sex ual.  While there is no di rect ev i dence of his
al leged ho mo sex u al ity, the Brit ish news pa per, The Mail,
re ports

There are un sub stan ti ated claims that he has been spot ted
in gay bars in Vi enna; what is be yond dis pute is the fact
that the char is matic leader has sur rounded him self with fa -
nat i cal young men, some of whom have con firmed their
ho mo sex u al ity...This is the man who has ap peared to jus -
tify Hit ler’s death camps as ‘pun ish ment cen ters’, and
who has proudly de clared that his par ents were Na -
zis...The Free dom Party is re ferred to as the ‘Buberlpartie’ 
- the young boy’s party -- and the Press talks about Haider
sur round ing him self with ‘young func tion ar ies faith ful to
him’...[in clud ing] its gen eral man ager Ger ald
Mikscha...named in the Ger man Press as Haider’s gay
lover (“The Gay Ac o lytes haunt ing Haider,” The Mail on
Sunday (UK), April 30, 2000. 
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Nazi Themes in “Gay” Cul ture

      Glo ri fi ca tion of Nazi
styles and sym bol ism
would be  vir tu ally un -
think able in main stream
so ci ety, but the ho mo sex -
ual com mu nity flatly re -
jects such lim i ta tions. 
Within just a few short
years af ter the hard won
Allied vic tory over the
Nazi re gime, Amer i can
“gay” style set ters were al -
ready adopt ing Na zism im -
ag ery as their own. Healy
writes  

As Ken neth An ger’s films (most no ta bly Scor pio Ris ing)
at test, flir ta tion with Nazi fan ta sies and the use of fas cist
ico nog ra phy were not un com mon on the ur ban Amer i can
ho mo sex ual un der ground leather scene of the 1950s
(Healy:115).

To day, a sim ple pe rusal of the pre mier mag a zine of the
homosexual move ment, The Ad vo cate, re veals that Nazi
themes are com mon in the “gay” com mu nity.  Reisman,
who stud ied per sonal ad ver tise ments in The Ad vo cate in is -
sues from 1972 to 1991 found that the con tent of the ads re -
flected a fas cist men tal ity.  She writes,

Over all, 72% of THE ADVOCATE data so cial ized a set
of core val ues—glo ri fied nazi dress, lan guage and
“blonde” Ar yan male beauty and bru tal ity; con tempt for
“fems, fats,” and blacks; threats to ward “po liti cally in -
cor rect” ho mo sexu als, churches and oth ers — Ro man ti -
ciz ing “fas cist” cul ture to a “younger gen era tion.”  Nazi
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costumes/fas cist con cepts are a com mon com po nent of
THE ADVOCATE and thus largely con doned by pre vail -
ing “gay” cul tural val ues (Re is man:1992, 57). 

Other ele ments of “gay” cul ture dem on strate a simi lar
pro-Nazi ideal.  One popu lar film, by Fin nish “gay rights”
ad vo cate Iip pio Poh jala, is ti tled Daddy and the Mus cle

Acad emy (1992).  Tom, the hero
in the film, is a ho mo sex ual fas -
cist and a por nog ra pher.  The
film, com bin ing themes of ped er -
asty and Nazi glo ri fi ca tion, was
shown in San Fran cisco on June
26, 1992, at the Cas tro Thea tre.
It was part of the 16th An nual
Gay and Les bian Film Fes ti val.
A re viewer for the San Fran cisco 
Ex am iner pro vided the fol low ing 
de scrip tion of the film:

Daddy and the Mus cle Acad emy
can didly ac knowl edges Tom’s in fatua tion with body
types en cour aged by the Na tional So cial ists.  His fan ta -
sies...[in volve] sex be tween clean- cut Fin nish boys and
storm troop ers, the swas tika fly ing be hind them (Bon etti:
San Fran cisco Ex am iner, June 26, 1992).

A re view of a stage pro duc tion of “Caba ret” in The
Wash ing ton Blade (Sep tem ber 1, 1996) re veals a simi lar
infatua tion with Na zism. 

[The di rec tor]...ob vi ously aims to dis quiet...the Em cee...
sings the fi nal line — in a tight spot light — of the an them
to the Fa ther land, “To mor row Be longs to Me”; and in a
shock ing move dur ing the fi nale, he visu ally al lies him self 
with Na zism. Clearly, the Em cee con nects deca dence,
queer ness, and Na zism...He raises fright en ing ques tions
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of queer ness, fas cism and doom in two pe ri ods: World
War II and the end of the twen ti eth cen tury.

The at trac tion of Amer i can “gays” to Na zism is not the
ex clu sive do main of male ho mo sex u als, how ever.  Ger -
trude Stein, who, be cause of her re la tion ship with Al ice B.
Toklas, is de scribed by The Alyson Al ma nac as half of
“his tory's best known les bian cou ple” (149), was a great fan 
of Adolf Hit ler.  Toland re ports in Adolf Hit ler  that in 1937
“Ger trude Stein thought Hit ler should get the No bel Peace
Prize” (Toland:409).  (The same source states that George
Ber nard Shaw, a Fa bian so cial ist and out spo ken de fender
of ho mo sex u al ity, also “de fended Hit ler...in mag a zine and
news pa per ar ti cles”  -- ibid.:409.  In ter est ingly, Shaw is ac -
cused by Sam uel Igra of be ing the true au thor of The Pro to -
cols of the Learned El ders of Zion a pur port edly Jew ish
“se cret plan”for global con quest, which has ever since been 
used by anti-Semites as proof of a Jew ish world con spir acy  
-- Igra:1960.)   

Where ho mo sex u als live in the high est con cen tra tions,
some seem to feel more com fort able act ing out Nazi fan ta -

sies. In Against Sa do mas och -
ism: A Rad i cal Fem i nist
Anal y sis, Su san Leigh Star, a
Jew ish so ci ol o gist, de scribes
her ex pe ri ence in San Fran -
cisco:

For four years I have lived in
the Cas tro sec tion of San Fran -
cisco, the gay (pre domi nantly
male) dis trict.  When I walk
down the street in my neigh -
bor hood, I of ten see peo ple
dressed in black leather, wear -
ing chains and some times car -
ry ing whips.  In the maga zine

THE PINK SWASTIKA                               289

Page from a ho mo sex ual
“dat ing” website.



stores there are many sa do maso chist pub li ca tions.  Of ten
these in clude pic tures of peo ple wear ing rep li cas of Nazi
Ger many uni forms.  Iron crosses, storm trooper out fits,
mili tary boots.  And swas ti kas.  Once and a while some -
one on the street is dressed in full Nazi re ga lia (Star:132).

Nazi Tactics in “Gay” Politics

“I shall tor ture you dur ing the day time, and will keep
you from a peace ful sleep at night.”  

                                     Larry Kramer, Founder of ACT-UP (Leo:18).

The “gay” move ment has done more than sim ply adopt
Nazi styles and sym bol ism.  Ho mo sex ual strat e gists have
also em braced the terroristic tac tics of the Nazi Brownshirts 
to ad vance their po lit i cal agenda.

One of the most no to ri ous groups to em ploy Nazi thug -
gery is the AIDS Co ali tion to Un leash Power (ACT-UP)
which was founded in New York by Larry Kramer and ap -
prox i mately 300 other ac tiv ists in March, 1987. (Alyson
Al ma nac:42). Within a few months its mem bers had gained 
na tional at ten tion for their ag gres sive ac tions against those
whom they con sid ered en e mies. ACT-UP groups in vaded
Cath o lic churches in New York dur ing re li gious ser vices,
scream ing ob scen i ties and “stomp ing on com mu nion wa -
fers” (Miller:460). Cath o lic churches were also tar geted in
Wash ing ton, Los An geles and Puerto Rico. News pa per
boxes were smashed in Sac ra mento to pun ish an ed i tor for
his views (Grant, 1993:104). One mil i tant who later re gret -
ted his in volve ment was Wash ing ton, D.C. ACT-UP
founder, Eric Pol lard. The fol low ing is an ex cerpt from his
1992 let ter to the Wash ing ton Blade ti tled, “Time to give up 
fas cist tac tics”: 

This is very hard for me to write. It forces me to squarely
con front my past ac tions and to ac cept re spon si bil ity for
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the dam age I have had a part in caus ing. I sin cerely apol o -
gize for my in volve ment in and my found ing of the AIDS
ac tiv ist or ga ni za tion, ACT-UP D.C.. I have helped to cre -
ate a truly fas cist or ga ni za tion...The av er age Gay man or
woman could not im me di ately re late to our sub ver sive
tac tics, drawn largely from the vo lu mi nous Mein Kampf,
which some of us stud ied as a work ing model (Wash ing -
ton Blade, Jan u ary, 1992).

In his 1998 War on Het ero sex u al ity, au thor Mi chael P.
Wright, quotes AIDS “dis senter” Alex Rus sell on the fas -
cist char ac ter of con tem po rary “gay” ac tiv ism.

Many at trib utes of the HIV Homofascist Move ment (or
HIVism) re sem ble those of Fascism and the psy chol ogy
of Freikorpsmen: an authoritarian per son al ity; ex treme
em pha sis on the mas cu line prin ci ple, male dom i nance
and blood broth er hood; ex clu sive mem ber ship in an elite
in-group; and the fetishization and aestheticization of
suf fer ing, self-sacrifice and death.

Freikorpsmen made war a way of life....Many HIV
Blood Brothers see the war on AIDS as a way of death
where the Freud ian plea sure prin ci ple and the death drive
be come in dis tin guish able. The Swas tika armband has
now been re placed by the HIV pos i tive tat too and the red
rib bon (Rus sell in Wright:Chap ter 5).
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Within a few years of its found ing, ACT-UP spawned
the more rad i cal Queer Na tion. Miller writes that Queer Na -
tion’s “in your face” tac tics an tag o nized some in the “gay”
com mu nity. Randy Shilts [a prom i nent ho mo sex ual writer]
called Queer Na tionals “brownshirts” and “lav en der fas -
cists” (Miller:460). Queer Na tion adopted highly mil i tant
rhet o ric and openly threat ened vi o lence. Grant de scribes
their tac tics dur ing an Or e gon elec tion cam paign (see In tro -
duc tion) in which vot ers con sid ered a law to ban mi nor ity
sta tus based on ho mo sex u al ity: 

...fly ers ap peared on tele phone poles warn ing peo ple to
vote against it. One showed the Chris tian ichthus fish be -
ing roasted on a stick over a fire. It read, YOU BURN US,
WE BURN YOU...an other said CIVIL RIGHTS or CIVIL 
WAR. Your choice for a lim ited time only...It also clar i -
fied what it meant by “civil war” by list ing “QUEER
KNIVES, QUEER GUNS, QUEER BULLETS, QUEER
MISSLES, QUEER TANKS, QUEER TRENCHES,
QUEER FIRE, QUEER WARFARE, QUEER
PATRIOTS (Grant, 1993:104f).

One of us (Lively) was ac tive in that cam paign and per -
son ally wit nessed sten cils painted on side walks in the City
of Port land which
threat ened “Queers
Bash Back.” In the
City of Eu gene busi -
nesses that had sup -
ported the Or e gon
Cit i zens Al li ance
(which had spon sored
the bal lot ini tia tive)
had bricks, wrapped in 
swas tika-embellished
fly ers, thrown through 
their win dows. A
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Queer Na tion spokes man in Eu gene de nied re spon si bil ity
but de fended the vi o lence as jus ti fied. A sep a rate or ga ni za -
tion which called it self “Bigot Busters” spe cial ized in ha -
rass ing and threat en ing pe ti tion ers seek ing sig na tures to put 
the mea sure on the bal lot. Pe ti tions were ripped from
circulators hands or doused with paint, ac tiv ists block aded
pe ti tion ta bles, and sev eral circulators were phys i cally as -
saulted. Hun dreds of false sig na tures were put on pe ti tions
in an ef fort to in val i date them. In ev ery case “Bigot
Busters” de nied re spon si bil ity. 

In clas sic Nazi style, the Or e gon ho mo sex ual ac tiv ists
cast them selves as vic tims dur ing this cam paign of vi o -
lence. A se ries of phony late-night cross-burnings were
staged in the front yard of Aza lea Cooley, a black, ap par -
ently wheel chair-bound les bian in Port land. This highly
pub li cized cha rade con tin ued for six months and was
blamed on a “cli mate of hate” cre ated by OCA. On the eve
of the elec tion, how ever,
po lice caught Cooley her -
self on video walk ing out
of her own front door with
a wooden cross and ma te -
ri als to burn it. She later
con fessed to all of the
crimes (Or e go nian, De -
cem ber 10, 1992). 

As we have seen with
Roehm’s Brownshirts, the 
wrath of mil i tant ho mo -
sex u als can be fierce. On
Sep tem ber 29, 1991, fol -
low ing Gov er nor Pete
Wil son’s veto of As sem -
bly Bill 101 (which would
have ex tended mi nor ity
sta tus to ho mo sex u als)
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thou sands of ho mo sex u als ri oted in San Fran cisco, set ting
fire to a gov ern ment build ing and clash ing with po lice. This 
fury is of ten turned against in di vid u als and fam i lies as well. 
Chuck and Donna McIlhenny ex pe ri enced it af ter the San
Fran cisco Pres by te rian church (where Chuck is the pas tor)
fired a ho mo sex ual or gan ist, spark ing a wave of ter ror ism
against their fam ily and their church. They de scribe the
cam paign of ha tred that was waged against them in When
the Wicked Seize a City: 

The ha rass ment started.
Rocks, beer bot tles, beer
cans were thrown through 
the church win dows on
many oc ca sions. Swas -
tikas were carved in the
church doors and drawn
on our house. A win dow
in our car was smashed
out. Graf fiti was
spray-painted all over the
church, house, and side -
walk. Anti-Christian,
pro-homosexual leaf lets
were scat tered around the
neigh bor hood call ing us
Na zis, big ots, anti-gay,

etc. Dem on stra tors would come into our Sunday ser vices
and dis rupt the wor ship...One time a man came pound ing
and spit ting on our front door in the mid dle of the night,
scream ing, “We’re go ing to get you McIlhenny—we’re
go ing to kill you po lit i cally!” We were ver bally threat ened 
out side the house on the way to the car. There were daily
— 24-hours-per-day — tele phone calls. They be gan with
scream ing and ob scen i ties. They grad u ated into phone
calls de scrib ing our chil dren—by name, ap pear ance,
where they at tended school, when they got out of school,
and what sex u ally de vi ant be hav ior was to be prac ticed on
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the chil dren be fore kill ing them...Then on 31 May 1983
at 12:30 a.m., some one ac tu ally at tempted to fol low
through with their threats to kill us [by firebombing the
house while the chil dren were asleep in side] (McIlhenny
and York:109f). [Au thor’s note:The McIlhenny’' sur -
vived these and other ef forts against them and con tinue to 
serve the mem ber ship of their church in San Fran cisco]. 

On April 12, 1996, a near-riot by 400 ho mo sex ual mil i -
tants in Mad i son, Wis con sin de layed a sched uled speech on 
The Pink Swas tika by one au thor (Lively).  Shouting ob -
scen i ties and slo gans, ac tiv ists in vaded and oc cu pied the
tiny Trin ity Evan gel i cal Fel low ship church for nearly an
hour while hun dreds of oth ers banged on the outer walls
and win dows with rocks and trash-can lids.  Chants of
“Crush the Chris tians!” and “Bring back the lions!” could
be heard through the win dows.  Po lice re fused to clear the
church but later agreed to re move in di vid ual pro tes tors who 
re fused to be civil.  Even tually, the meet ing was al lowed to
con tinue, though not be fore some of the pro test ers went
into the church base ment and uri nated and def e cated on the
floor.

Meet ings in Janesville and Stevens Point, Wis con sin
were sim i larly dis rupted.  For those who at tended, how -
ever, the homo-fas cism of the Wis con sin “gay” com mu nity 
pro vided  a liv ing tes ti mony to the va lid ity of claims of this
study.

At tacks like these are not iso lated in ci dents, but part of
the strat egy for in creas ing the po lit i cal power of ho mo sex u -
als in Amer i can so ci ety. Dr. Brian Clowes, in De bating the
Gay Rights Is sue, has com piled the fol low ing advocacy of
the use of ter ror ism and vi o lence by “gay” fas cists: 

If [AIDS] re search money is not forth com ing at a cer tain
level by a cer tain date, all gay males should give blood.
What ever ac tion is re quired to get na tional at ten tion is
valid. If that in cludes blood ter ror ism, so be it. (Rob ert
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Schwab in Kirk Kidwell, “Ho mo sex uals Flex Mus cles in
Wash ing ton.” Amer i can Fam ily As so ci a tion Jour nal, Jan -
u ary, 1988, pages 6 - 8).

We should have shut down the sub way and burned down
city hall. I think ri ot ing is a valid tac tic and should be
tried...If some one took out [killed] Jesse Helms or Wil -
liam Dannemeyer of Cal i for nia, I would be the first to
stand up and ap plaud. (ACT-UP mem ber Mi chael
Petrelis, quoted in Mi chael Wilrich. “Un civil Dis obe di -
ence.” Mother Jones . De cem ber, 1990, page 16).

It's hard to re frain from tak ing this man [Pat Bu chanan] by
the throat and squeez ing as hard as you can while you look 
at his ugly, dis gust ing face and watch the eye balls burst
and pop out of their sock ets. Or maybe you feel like step -
ping on his face and squish ing his de mented brain un til the 
rot oozes out of it and onto the pave ment. I have no prob -
lem imag in ing vi o lence against this wacko... (Mi chel an -
gelo Signorile, ed i tor-at-large of the ho mo sex ual
mag a zine Outweek, quoted in Na tional Re view, June 24,
1991. (Clowes:78f)

In re cent years, the “gay” move ment has dras ti cally re -
duced its use of overtly terroristic tac tics, prob a bly be cause
it made huge po lit i cal gains dur ing the eight years of the
Clinton ad min is tra tion.  In creas ingly, the “gay” move ment
is be ing viewed more as a part of main stream cul ture and
less as an alien and de struc tive sub-culture.  In most cases,
homosexual ac tiv ists no lon ger need to go to the streets to
ha rass and in tim i date their op po nents.  They now can use
their enor mous power in me dia, ac a de mia and gov ern ment
to marginalize and pun ish them. One ex am ple of this phe -
nom e non is the rise of so-called “hate crimes” leg is la tion. 
Os ten si bly, “hate crimes” stat utes are de signed to de ter vi o -
lent crim i nal acts mo ti vated by prej u dice against the vic tim. 
How ever, the au thors per ceive the en act ment of these laws
(which are pri mar ily spon sored by the “gay” move ment), as 
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the first phase of a pro cess to criminalize speech that is hos -
tile to the le git i mi za tion of ho mo sex u al ity. 

As it is cur rently en vi sioned, only speech that oc curs
dur ing the com mis sion of a vi o lent crime will be deemed
crim i nal un der “hate crimes” statutes. Even tually, how -
ever, it is highly prob a ble that speech stand ing alone will be 
pro hib ited. This evo lu tion has par tially oc curred in Cal i for -
nia where the “gay” lobby pushed through a bill in 2000
which cre ated a new cat e gory of “hate crime” called a “hate 
mo ti vated in ci dent.”  As sem bly Bill 1785, signed into law
by Gov er nor Gray Davis, de fines a “hate mo ti vated in ci -
dent” as “an act or at tempted act which con sti tutes an ex -
pres sion of hos til ity” to ward ho mo sex u als or other
pro tected groups.

As we can see, then, homo-fascism did not die with
Adolf Hit ler. It lives on in the neo-Nazi move ment and in
“gay” cul ture it self. Clearly, ac tual Na zis ex ist today as a
rad i cal fringe of so ci ety with no real power to threaten civ i -
li za tion. This would be a com fort ing re al iza tion if we pre -
sumed that Na zism was it self the source of the evil that
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threat ened to en gulf the world and was not merely the prod -
uct of a deeper and still-enduring so cial prob lem. Our the -
sis, how ever, is that Na zism was the con se quence of
Ger many’s aban don ment of Judeo-Christian mo ral ity and
that the pri mary spon sors of its trans for ma tion were ho mo -
sex u als.  If this the sis is true, we would ex pect to find many
par al lels to the Ger man experience in Amer ica, as in deed
we do.        
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